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MAJID ABU SHARAR DISCUSSES REAGAN, U.S. POLICY 


Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 13 Nov 80 p 21 


[Interview with Majid Abu Sharar, official Fatah spokeaman, by AL-AQBAS's 
correspondent in Beirut shortly after the election of Reagan: “Reagan Is No 
Different From Carter, and There Is No Solution Other Than By Threatening 
America's Interests") 


[Text] Mr Majid Abu Sharar, an official Palestinian spokesman and a member of 
the Central Committee of the Palestinian National Liberation Movement (Fatah), 
asecures us that the PLO does not expect any change in American policy during the 
presidency of Ronald Reagan in the coming 4 years because this policy will be an 
extension of Carter's policy. 


In a special interview with AL-QABAS only hours after Reagan was declared the 
winner in America's presidential elections, he said that the American of Ronald 
Reagan will not retreat from its policy with regard to international detente, 
disarmament, and the signing of the SALT II treaty. This Palestinian official 
also said that he expected the United States to continue with its Camp David 
policy. Mr Abu Sharar considers that any change in the Middle East will have to 
begin with a threatening of America's interests there since threatening these 
interests may create new circumstances in the Middle East which would force the 
United States to change its policy. 


In answer to a question about what the PLO expects after Reagan's victory, he 

said that the PLO will be facing more pressure by Arabs, the Americans will try to 
make contact with certain groups of Palestinians just like they did previously in 
ai attempe co diiute the position [taken by the Palestinians], Israel will continue 
to deal blows to the Palestinian revolution and to its bases in the south of 
Lebanon, and the United States, by sticking to its Camp David policy, will continue 
to weaken the position taken by the Arabs. 


The member of the Central Committee of Fatah stated that the Palestinian resis- 
tance mevement does not expect Israel to deal a crushing blow in Lebanon as a 
result of the American elections. Instead, the Palestinian resistance organiza- 
tions expect a continuation of daily Israeli operations conducted against the 
Palestinians resistance groups. 











He expressed his belief chat Lebanon will not be partitioned. He said that there 
fe an leraeli-Phalangist plan which has, as an objective, the setting up of a 
Maronite state which would be allied with Ierael and would include most of Lebanon. 
Here is the full text of the interview: 


[Question] How does the PLO assess Carter's loss and Reagan's victory, especially 
with regard to the Middle Bast crisis? 


[Answer] The United States is ruled by ite establishment and not by an individual. 
When we review America's policy during the last 20 years, we cannot say that this 
or that president has had a policy of his own. It would be more correct to say 
that ic is the American establishment which has a clear and fixed policy. [If 

there has been any distinction, then this has been a result of the ability of 

thie or that president to present American policy as it has been set by the 
American establishment--and not as it has been set by this or that president. 


lt ie a well-known fact that in America it is the large industrial concerns, 
think-tanks, and universities which formulate American policy and then present 
it to the president for him to implement it. For this reason we should not expect 
any basic change in American policy during Reagan's administration. Quite the 
contrary, this period of time will witness a continuation of Carter's policy, 
And if there will be any changes, they will not be basic changes. If anyone 
believes that America will retreat or turn its back on matters such as detente, 
disarmament, or the signing of the SALT II agreement, then he is mistaken, 
because whatever was begun by the previous administration will be furthered by 
the new administration. Also, whoever believes that there will be a change in 
American policy concerning Camp David or toward our area of the world concerning 
solving the Middle East crisis and the Palestine question, he is also mistaken. 
Reagan's policy will be a continuation of Carter's policy. 


[Question] Do you not believe that Reagan's victory means that one is now less 
able to count on a European in‘tiative to solve the Middle East crisis? 


[Answer) It is well known that the European initiative can never get anywhere 
without the blessing and consent of America, whether it be the America of Reagan 
or the America of Carter. This is because one cannot at all separate the policy 
of Western Europe from the policy of the United States. Western Europe's policy 
is a natural extension of America's policy. 


For this reason, if we want a change in America's policy toward the Palestine 
question and toward the Middle East issue, then this change will definitely not 
come from Washington and will not come from Reagan. The change will have to come 
from our area of the world. Perhaps the Iranian modei is a good model to study 
concerning ways of dealing with America. What I mean is, it is necessary to deal 
with American interests in the Middle East and it is necessary to threaten these 
interests in order to force America to change its policy with regard to the 
Palestine question and the Middle East crisis. 


This, im the end, will lead the broad masses of people in America to realize that 
Israel is no longer the base from which America’s interests in the area are pro- 
tected. As a consequence of this, the ruling establishment in America will decide 
that Israel no longer deserves the support and backing that it is receiving from 
America's ruling establishment. 

















So the problem ia not Carter, Reagan, or America. The problem is here in the 

Arab Middle East. The problem is that our Arab leaders are placing their destinies 
in the hands of the United States and then expecting America to give them support 
against Israel, which fe the country which fs proteccing America's interests. 

This te boch unreasonable and fllogical. 


America has only one policy, and it rests on one, single foundation. It is the 
protection of American interests in the Middle East and the continued pursuit 
of these interests. 


The only thing that will change the situation is to threaten American interests 
fn the area. When the Arab liberation movement, in particular the Palestinian 
resistance movement, comes to the point of creating a broad unified front which 
is able to deal with American interests in the area, threaten them, and strike a 
blow at them, then this will lead to the creation of new circumstances which will 
force America to change its policy. But unless the Arab liberation movement and 
the Palestinian resistance movement seize the initiative and do this, then there 
is no hope for even the most insignificant change in America's policy concerning 
the Palestine question. 


Reagan and the Palestine Question 


[Question] Do you not think that Ronald Reagan, the new American president, will 
be more of a hard-liner with regard to the Palestine question? 


{Answer} The question of whether or not Reagan will be more of a hard-liner than 
Carter resembles, to a great degree, remarks such as: “Begin is more of a hard- 
liner than Shimon Peres." 


Is there any significant difference, concerning Israel's general policy, between 
Peres and Begin? Without a doubt there are no significant differences between 
them. The difference is only one of methods and tactics. This also applies to 
Reagan and Carter. Carter has been one of the American presidents who has been 
most opposed to the PLO, the Palestinian people, and their just cause. In this 
regard, his policy has been an extension of the policy of Gerald Ford and that of 
Nixon before him. And Reagan will pursue a policy which is an extension of the 
policy of those presidents. So the change, as I have said, will not come from 
America. 


{Quescion) What does the PLO expect to see during the administration of the new 
American president, Ronald Reagan? 


[Answer] First of all, the PLO will face more pressure from pro-American Arabs who 
will be singing their old tune, which is: "We must give the new American president 
the opportunity to study the facts concerning the Middle East question.” Usually 
this study of the Middle Eastern question takes between 1 and 2 years. During that 
time, additional pressure will be put on the Palestinian resistance movement, and 
more effort will be made to weaken and dismember the movement as well as to plant 
more agents in its ranks and more illusions in the heads of the leaders of the 
movement. This effort will be made in order to create circumstances in which 
America, pro-American Arabs in the area, and Israel can impose a pax americana 
which will continue to serve American interests and will further the survival and 
continuation of Israel as the strongest power in the area. 
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Secondly, the Americans will once again make the attempt, as they have done during 
previous perfods, to get in touch with some of the groups of Palestinians which 
are marginally associated with the Palestinian resistance movement. They will 

do this in order to use them as a means of making contacc with the leaders of the 
Palestinian resistance movement in order to try once again to dilute the positions 
taken by the leaders of the Palestinian revolution. They will try to make them 
Believe that a new American policy toward the Middle East can be expected. 


While all of this goes on, Israel will continue pursuing its operations to annihi- 
late the Palestinian revolution and its bases in southern Lebanon. It will do 
this in order to attempt to create circumstances in Lebanon which will allow 
forces which are hostile to the Palestinian revolution in Lebanon to smash and 
liquidate it. 


Also during this time period there will be an increase in the strength of the 
trend which is hostile to the fact that the Palestinian revolution maintains 
relations with the socialist camp. We must admit that, during the past 2 years, 
this trend has had an influence on the relations of the Palestinians with the 
socialist camp, and the result has been that our relations with the socialist 
countries are no longer as strong and stable as they were in previous years. 


This has happened because more pressure has been put on the Palestinian resistance 
movement and because the Palestinian resistance movement has failed to take clear 
positions concerning some of the issues which have arisen in the Middle East 
during the last few years. This has led to a cooling off of relations, and forces 
which are hostile to the Palestinian people--that is, the pro-American Arabs-——are 
now going to try to apply more pressure in an effort to weaken these relations 

so that they will eventually be shattered. 


Furthermore, America will stiq to its Camp David policy in an effort to further 
weaken the position taken by the Arabs. The aim will be to weaken the overall 
Arab position, especially after the Iran-Iraq war. 


The Autonomy Negotiations 


{Question} What will be the effect of the result of the American elections on 
the autonomy negotiations, on the probobility that an Egyptian-Is raeli-American 
summit conference will be held, and on the probability that Israel will deal a 
crushing blow to southern Lebanon? 


[Answer] I do not believe that Israel will ceal * crushing blow to Lebanon. 
However, I do believe that there will be a continuation ~*£ Israel's daily 

military operations against the Palestinian resistance movement. The aim of this 
will be to keep the resistance movement in a position where it has to defend 

iteelf so that it will not be capable of taking the initiative and engaging in 
offensive operations against Israel. The ultimate aim behind these Israeli actions 
will be to create an accumulation of adverse conditions in the Lebanese arena 
which will, according to plans made by Israel, result in the creation of a 
situation in Lebanon where it is no longer possible to accommodate the Pales- 
tinians there. 

















The cueation of autonomy relatea not to larael, Egypt, or America. It basically 
relates to the Palestinians themselves. So far no Israeli or Egyptian authori~- 
ties have been able to queter up any Palestinian organizations which will take 
up the matter of autonomy. Perhaps the negotiations between [srael and Egypt 
will be successful, but they will never find any group of Palestinians which is 
prepared to deal with those who have made the agreement. 


Tt is primarily a political question, and not a question of autonomy. Are there 
Palestinians who are prepared to negotiate a settlement on the basis of the Camp 
David agreements or not? If there are such Palestinians--and it would be extremely 
difficult to find them--then this means that the Camp David policy has been a 
success. But if there are not such Palestinians, then this means that even if 

the Egyptians and Israelis reach full agreement concerning the question of autonony, 
they will still not be able to successfully implement Palestinian autonomy. 


Total Disruption of Security 


[Question] In light of recent developments relating to secur!ty which have taken 
place in ‘Ayn al-Rummanah, do the leaders of the Palestinian resistance movement 
anticipate a total disruption of security in Lebanon? 


[Answer}) First of all, we should not disregard Israeli ambitions which are in 
collusion with Phalangist ambitions to impose the domination and hegemony of the 
Phalangist Party over all of Lebanon, the aim being to create a sectarian Maronite 
entity which will be closely allied with Israel. 


Tf we review all of the steps which have been taken since the events at al~Safra 
on 7 July until today, we will find that the plans which have been made to accomp- 
‘t#h this have been making steady progress and have been achieving the expected 
‘success. We must admit that the eastern region now is being ruled by one single 
group. This group has been able to e'iminate all forms of group fragmentation and 
has been able to create a means by which it alone rules, is able to regulate 
affairs in its region, and is able to provide citizens living in its area with 
what they need for their everyday lives. On the other hand, central authority 
is either lacking or has to collaborate with the Phalangists. In addition to 
this, for the last 3 years our front has been marking time. The matter of each 
group providing for its own security was brought up more than 2 years ago, and so 
tar the matter has not even been seriously discussed. At the same time, Lebanese 
and Palestinian groups are continuing to appeal to teh central authorities to 
.m@pose their negemony and to undertake their duty of maintaining security in all 
areas of Lebanon. But in the face of the events at ‘Ayn al-Rummanah, they have 
not been able to act. So how can we expect them to act in the case of an area 
such as western Beirut? In our area, the actions taken by the Phalangists are 
proceeding steadily and according to plan. Our area should make its own plan, 
»vased on providing for its own security, and based on regulating and determining 
ts reletionship to the Palestinians and the Syrians. The result would be the 
“reation of a new situation in which we could steadfastly oppose the plans made 
by the Phalangists and Zionists to engulf all of Lebanon. 











There may be those who will say chat it is the Palestinians who are erecting 
barriers which prevent the accomplishment of this. We will also find people who 
say that it is the Syrians who are throwing up such obstacles. The truth is that 
neither the Syrians nor the Palestinians bear the basic responsibility for 
implementing thie plan which fs needed. What is needed is for the Lebanese 
National Movement to initiate the firet step and to approach the Palestinian 
resistance movement and the Syrians and assign them their responsibilities. 


Sadat...and the Partition of Lebanon 


[Question] The president of Egypt, Anwar al-Sadat, considers that Lebanon, in 
fact, has been partitioned and that Pierre al-Jumayyil is going to set up a 
Christian state. Do you consider that Lebanon has become partitioned, and that 
the trend of events is one which will favor the proclamation of a Phalangist 
petty state? 


[Answer] I do not believe that the Phalangists are working toward the partition 
of Lebanon. What they are striving toward is to impose their hegemony over all 
of Leboron and to create a new Maronite entity which will be totally allied with 
the Isr.eli entity in Palestine. Partitioning Lebanon would not at all help in 
the creatior of the Maronite state which the Phalangists want and which would 
be allied with Israel. 


Setting up a Maronite entity in only a part of Lebanese territory would not create 
the circumstances which would guarantee that this entity would continue and 
survive, whereas the setting up of a Maronite entity in all of Lebanon, with the 
Maronites in complete control and totally allied with Israel, would guarantee 
that this entity would survive and would continue. 


For this reason, I am not one of those who believe that the objective of the 
Phalangists is to partition Lebanon. I believe that their aim is to achieve 

total control over all of Lebanon's territory so that a sectarian Maronite 
Lebanon, together with Israel, would constitute a strip of coastal territory which 
would be tantamount to a cohesive front which would be in opposition to the 

Arab nation. 


This is how we should view the matter. Those who believe in the illusion of 
partition, who are relaxing because they think that their areas are far away 
from the territory to be partitioned, or believe that there are no people from 
the Maronite sect who have inflitrated the ranks of their sects and who live 
among them--such people are suffering from iliusions because it is the ojbective 
of the Phalangists to establish total control over al! ot Lebanese territory. 


Their aim is to extend their state from the border with Syria, north of Tripoli, 
all the way to an open border with Israel. 
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INTER-ARAP AFFALRS 


INCREASED AKAB-FRENCH TRADE REPORTED FOR 1979 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 23 Oct 80 p 14 


[Article: "France's 1979 Trade Volume Wich Arab World Is 102 Billion Francs; 
Kuwait's Exports to France Amount to 2.7 Billion Francs") 


[Text] France's trade with the Arab world witnessed noticeable increase in 1979. 
The value of this trade amounted to 102.1 billion francs, with an increase of 

33 percent over the precedir , year--an increase percentage never realized before, 
no" even in the busiest years. 


This increase came as a result of a rise in both im-orts and exports. The increase 
in imports amounted to nearly 35 percent and in © y..'. to nearly 29 percent. 


The value of France's trade with the Arab world ©» »>te? to more than 62 billion 
francs in 1974 and dropped by eight percent in the .vilowing year to nearly 57.2 
billion francs. But this trade volume rose again in 1976 and 1977 by 24 percent 
in each year to reach 80.4 billion francs. In 1978, this volume dropped by four 
percent to 77.1 billion francs. 


If we examine the percentage represented by the Arab world's trade with France 
to France's total international trade, we will find that 1979 represents a trans- 
formation in the contradictory tendency of this percentage which amounted in the 
period from 1974 to 1978 to 13.1 percent, 12.6 percent, 12.4 percent, 12.2 per- 
cent and 10.8 percent successively and then rose to 11.7 percent in 1979. 


Thes. tendencies indicate that last year represents a turning point in France's 
trade with the Arab world, considering that this trade rose [in 1979] by a large 
degree and that, at the same time, the percentage of this trede in comparison 

to the total volume of France's foreign trade rose after a long period of decline. 


Trade Deficit 


The french trade balance has been suffering from a constant deficit since 1974. 
This deficit rose to 34.4 billion francs, of which 25.9 billions or 75 percent were 
incurred in trade with the Arab world alone. This deficit then started to fluc- 
tuate, reaching 37.8 billion francs last year. Of this deficit, 58 percent was 
incurred in trade with the Arab world alone. This means that despite the rise in 
the absolute figure of the deficit in the French balance of trade with the Arab 
countries, the deficit versus other countries of the world has risen at higher 
ratec, thus leading to a relatively smaller deficit versus the Arab countries. 
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The French balance of trade faces a big deficit versue the Arab oi] exporting 
countries in the Arab East. Arranged according to “he deficit volume, these coun- 
tries are: ‘Saudi Arabia with 19.7 billion tranes, Iraq with 10.9 billion francs, 
the UAR with 3.7 billion france, Qatar with 1.5 billion france and Kuwait with 
666 million frances. This means that the French trade balance with these five 
countries suffera trom a deficit of nearly 36.7 billion france. This figure is 
close to the figure of French balance of trade deficit against the rest of the 
world in 1979, a deficit amounting to nearly 37.8 billion franca. 


Excluding these five Arab countries, France's balance of trade with the remaining 
Arab countries realized «a surplus ranging from 42 willion franca with Syria to 
nearly 3.5 billion france with Algeria. However, che noticeable surplus realized 
by thie balance is concentrated fundamentally with four countries of the Arab 
Maghreb, nameiy Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia with which the surplus in 
France's balance of trade amounted altogether in 1979 to nearly 12 billion france, 
compared to 10.3 billion france in 1978, 


Exporting and importing Countiies 


Saudi Arabia and iraq share together 62.3 percent of France's imports from the 
Arab countrie.. The value of the French importe from these two countries amounted 
to nearly 2°.3 billion and 14.2 billion france successively in 1979. The value 

of the Csudi exporte to France in 1979 witnessed an increase of nearly 32.8 percent 
wherese che increase in the value of Iraq's exporte amounted to 50.7 percent. 


Following these two countries in the value of exports to France are a number of 
countries, each with 1979 exporte to France ranging in value from one billion 
frances to a little over 5 billion france. These countries are: The UAE with 
exports of 5.2 billion francs, Algeria with 4.7 billion francs, Morocco with 

2.8 billion francs, Kuwait with 2.7 billion francs, Libya with 2.6 billion francs, 
Qatar with 2.2 billion france and Tunisia and Syria with 1.3 and 1.2 billion francs 
successively. 


it is to be noted that all these countries, with the exception of Morocco, Tunisia 
and Syria, are oi] exporting countries. 


One of the most significant phenomena connected with France's imports from the 
Arab countries in 1979 is the increase in its imports from Kuwait, amounting to 
nearly 2.7 billion francs compared to nearly 1.3 billion francs in 1978, i.e. 
with an increase of about 127 percent, at a time when France's imports from the 
Arab countries collectively did not increase by "ore than 35 percent. 


Another phenomenon worth noting is the increased role play... by the Arab countries 
in meeting France's needs of a number of commodities, led by oil. France's imports 
from the Arab countries compared to its imports from the world rose from nearly 

12.4 percent in 1978 to 13.6 percent in 1979. This same fact is confirmed by the 
increase of 35 percent in France's imports from the Arab world in 1979 compared 

to an increase of only 23 percent in the value of its total imports during the year. 


Exports to Arab Countries 


This is insofar as the French imports from the Arab countries are concerned. As 
for France's exports to the Arab countries, Algeria tops the list of Arab countries 














importing from France, considering that ite importe from France amounted to 8,2 
billion francesa in 1979, with an increase of nearly 19 percent over 1979, 


The next six places on the list of Arab countries importing from France in 1979 
are occupied by the following: Morocco with imports of nearly 6 billion france, 
Saudi Arabia with 4.7 billion france, Egypt with 3.7 billion france, Iraq with 
1,4 billion france, Tunisia with 3.3 billion france and Libya with 2.8 billion 
france, These six countries thus shared nearly 59 percent of France's exports to 
the Arab countries in 1979, If we add to these imports Algeria's share which 
amounts to nearly 20.5 percent, the share of these seven countries thus amounte 
to nearly 80 percent of France's exports to the Arab countries. 


it te to be noted that the Arab market showed bigger demand for French commoditics 
in 1979, considering that France increased ite exporte to the Arab countries by 
28.9 percent during the year whereas ite total exporte to the world rose by only 
20.8 percent. 


Among the Arab countries which increased their importe from France by high rates 
in 1979 are Oman with an increase of 109 percent, Qatar and Kuwait with an increase 
of 95 percent each, and Jordan with an increase of 80 percent. 


Arab O11 in Return for French Machinery and Equipment 


O11 tops indisputably the list of French imports from the Arab countries, consider- 
ing that France imported nearly 57.3 billion france’ worth of Arab of] in 1979. 
This sum represents about 92.5 percent of France's total imports from the Arab 
countries compared to 42 billion france, or 91.6 percent of ite total importe from 
the Arab countries, in 1978, 


The major part of the Arab exports to France consists of crude oil and the remaining 
part is shared by other kinds of exports that are no more than raw materials, 

such ae salt, phosphate, sulfur and some metals, in addition to some fruits and 
vegetables. This is the distinguishing characteristic of the developing countries’ 
exports to the advanced industrial countries--exports consisting fundamentally of 
primary and raw materials. 


France's exports to the Arab countries are less concentrated [more diversified) 
than its imports. The most important items of the French exports are machinery 
and equipment which shere no less than 20 percent of the total exports. They 

are followed by care which represent about 10.6 percent of the exports, iron and 
«Lee. which aeounc to 10.3 percent and then by electrical equipment and appliances 
with 8.8 percent. Air and naval aviation equipment and inetruments share 4.7 
percent and four percent of the exports successively. Thus, machinery and equip- 
ment, electrical equipment, iron and steel and the means of transportation share 
nearly 60 percent of France's total exports to the Arab countries. 


The reat of France's exports to these countries are embodied in food products, 
euch ee milk and its derivatives, grains, flour products, pharmaceutical products 
and visual equipment. 

Maritime Transport Equipment 


Fven though this equipment amounted to no more than 8.7 percent of the total 
~ at povts from France, this percentage is still considered relatively large 























when compared to the similar percentage of the preceding year which amounted to 

no more than 2.4 percent, Moreover, the absolute figures for these imports 
realized big increases in 1979--increases amounting to 463 percent for naval equip- 
ment and 296 percent for air equipment. These phenomena confirm that the Arab 
countries constituted a market with high demand for French naval and air trane- 
portation meane and equipment in 1979, 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


NORTH AFRICA, ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE ON EEC 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 14 Now 80 p 14 


{[Article: "North African Countries Threatened by Dangers of Economic Dependence 
on the European Common Market; The Entry of Spain, Portugal and Greece Into the 
Market Harmful to Algeria, Tunisia and Morroco") 


(Text) The relationship between the countries of North Africa (Tunisia, Morroco, 

and Algeria) and the European Common Market falle in one way or another within the 
framework of the general relationship between the rich and poor countries or, more 
Clearly, between the Northern bloc and the Southern bloc. Political and economic 

experiences have established that the scale tips predominantely towards the indus- 
trial countries in view of what the latter enjoys in the way of wealth and indus- 

trial and technological capabilities which give them the final word and make them 

the holders of the profit card in the international economic game. 


It would not be rash to say that a complete lack of balance prevails over the 
relationship between the bloc of the European Common Market and countries of 
North Africa, especially after the efforts aimed at expanding the membership of 
thie Market to include Greece, Portugal, Spain, and at a subsequent date, Turkey. 
The possibility of the expansion of the Market's membership hase had its clear 
effects on the ties between the Common Market and North Africa. 


“ee recent visit of Mr. Raymond Barre to Tunis granted the opportunity to Tunisian 
ffictale to exprese their gnaiety in the face of the possible European action. 


*t clearly appears that the appeasement geasures that Mr Raymond Jarre presented 

to che Turteten offictale in the name of France as a sember of the Common Market 
“ill aot necessarily be accompanied by practical actions. And this is while France 
‘resented assurances this past July to the Spanish authorities that there is 
nothing of note to prevent the entrance of Spain into the Common Market, and that 
“Sis matter may include Portugal, Greece and Turkey. 


"he feare of the officials in Tunis are not singular in nature, but rether are the 
wane feelings that are harbored by leaders in both Rabat and Algiers. 


Therefore, light can be shed here on the relationship of North Africa with the 


“eropean Common Market in an initial stage, and then after the possibility of 
the expansion of the sembership of the European Common Market in a second stage, 
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in an attempt to search for the suitable solutions or, subsequently, to conceive 
of a rationality for the relationships between the two bloce. le there then 
another future view towards a departure from the dependence on the Common Market, 
eapecially after the appearance of the first indications of a change in the 
etrategy and tactice of the Tunteian authorities? 


Economic Dependence 


An attempt to shed light on the relationship of the European Common Market with 
the countries of North Africa may lead to a questioning of the basis of mutual 
relations and subsequently the pathe to be followed on this course. Without a 
doubt the observer wiil definitely arrive at a questioning of the complete economic 
dependence which pievaile over the relationships between the two blocs, especially 
fn commercial exchange, since these countries have cast all their interest and 
directed all their powers toward the Common Market hoping to f nd a solution to 
the marketing of their goods. However, the transactions which these countries 
pursue with the Group of Nine are marked by individualism and there is no coordi- 
nated strategy for a course of action among the Three Nations in business 
relations. The intensity of the crisis and the breach between the two blocs 
increases with the increase in the intensity of the international crisis and the 
tnfluence which the latter imposes at this level of relations. 


The issue becomes increasingly aggravated as the Three Nations produce almost the 
@ame goods which are sent to the Common Market, which demonstrates the lack of 
coordination and planning among the Three Nations. If we examine their trade 
relations we would first question the form of the exchange and the dependence 
and the lack of coordination between Rabat, Algiers, and Tunis. Algeria imports 
from the European Common Market industrial equipment, half-finished goods, spare 
parts, mechanical and electrical devices, chemical products, textiles, pharma- 
ceutical goods, light care, and household appliances. in the agricultural field 
Algeria imports from the Market wheat, vegetable oils and sugar, and Algeria 
exports solely to the Common Market crude oil, converted petroleum products, and 
natural gas. As for Rabat, she follows almost the same commercial policy in 
importing chemical and pharmaceutical products, photographic equipment, textiles, 
industrial equipment and wheat, and exports agricultural products such as citrus 
fruite in addition to some mineral products such as phosphate and manganese. 


Tunis follows the same path as her business relations in the agricultural field 
with the European Common Market total almost 90 percent of her production. 


Thue it can be said that the nations of the Arab West live in the vortex of 
complete dependence and what comes with this dependence 1 the way of negative 
effects upon the economy of these nations. Thus the decline in the past few 
years of commercial relations between Tunis and the European Common Market has 
caused a general economic mess in Tunisia. 


The Effects of Expanding the Market 


There is no doubt that the countries of North Africa will be affected in one way 
or another by the expansion of the membership of the Common Market because the 
countries whose incorporation is imminent such as Spain, Portugal, Greece and 
perhaps Turkey, produce nearly the same products which Tunisia, Algeria and 
Morroco export, especially in the agricultural field. 
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Accompanying this expansion will be gore expansive statistical measures guarante~ 
eing the new countries in the Market that their gooda will flow freely within the 
Market, and perhaps attempt to apply pressure on the Nine Countries to cease 
business relations with North Africa. 


All indications are that Spain, Portugal, and Greece will soon enter the Market. 
The "Unified European Council" has recently decided in Brussels that European 
investment banks will provide aid to Spain until she is prepared to enter the 
Common Market. 


Thue tt can be said that the countries of North Africa are struggling in a bad 
situation with the European Common Market, especially since established protocol 
becomes compounded with the ties of Tunisia, Algeria, and Morroco to the Market 
and subsequently the protectionary policy which increases with a worsening of 
these ties. 


But clearly this policy may not grant a departure from the dependence inasmuch as 
to give them a complete freedom of choice in the world markets, and especially the 
European Common Market. 


Tunteia, however, has begun to change her policy in the recent past. For Tunisia 
has gradually become responsive to the Arab markets and may increase that response 
with new banks which are to be opened such as the Tunisian-Kuwaiti Bank and the 
Tuntetan-Saudi Bank. Is this a transition phase or a change in the manner of 
business relations, especially with the European Common Market? And will the 

Arab market become the alternative? 
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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


ALGERIA REPUTEDLY BARGAINING WITH SPALN FOR MOROCCAN TERRITORIES 
Casablanca LIBERATION in French 21-27 Nov 80 p 4 
[Article--passages between slantlines originally published in boldface} 


[Text] Are the Moroccan territories still under Spanish domination presently the 
object of negotiations between Algiers and our neighbors to the north? This is a 
serfous question in light of the visit of a PSOE delegation led by Felipe Gonzol 

to Algerfa. During the visit, the two sides reiterated their positions on Moroccan 
Sahara. Nothing new. The views of the PSOE and Algiers are well known, and there 
have been no changes. So this was not the aspect of their discussions which drew 
attention. It was what was said about Sebta and Mellilia that was new...and 
disturbing. The POSE--must we spell it out?--denfes the Moroccan-ness of Sebta 

and Mellilia. It considers them a part of Spain. Has it succeeded in getting 

the Algerian leaders to share this view? One sentence from the FLN [National 
Liberation Front Party of Algeria]-PSOE joint commnique is arresting: /“the 

two delegation,"/ it is said therein—/"reaffirm their support for the terri- 
torial integrity of the countries bordering"/ on the Mediterranean and /“consider 
that any interference constitutes a threat co peace in the Mediterranean basin 

and in the world."/ Why is this sentence significant? It does not concern the 
Middle East, which is treated in another paragraph of the joint communique. The 
question of the liberation of Sebta and Mellilia is a subject which is increasingly 
being raised in Morocco. 


Spanish officials are taking positions on an increasing number of aspects of this 
problem. It can be said that this question is now on the agenda. The PSOE misses 
no opportunity to deny Morocco the right to recover the territories still 
colonized by Madrid. As for Algiers, this would not be the first attack it has 
made on the territorial integrity of Morocco. In the past it recognized the 
Moroccan-ness of the so-called Western Sahara. But it ¢!. not hesitate to ally 
itself with Franco to impede the Sahara's return to Morocco. When its plan failed 
thanks to the decisive struggle of the Moroccan people, it opted for blackmail and 
pressure. It created a separatist movement in the Canaries and offered it the 
antennae of its national radio. It practiced piracy and the kidnapping of Spanish 
fishermen. It used all this to negotiate recognition for the POLISARIO that it 
created, financed, armed, trained, and hurled against Morocco. It must be admitted 
that this method has had considerable success: Spain's position has altered to 
the benefit of the Algerian propositions. However the means utilized have up to 
now been limited. In Spain, the blackmail is beginning to be resisted. There 
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seems to be a reluctance to go any further down Algeria's road. The PSOE itslef 
seems to show some nervousness in the wake of the increasing inspections of 
fishing boate and kidnapping of fishermen. It has gone so far as to condemn these 
terrorists actions Algiers, therefore, could only fear any change in che Spanish 
positions. It is beinging out a new edition of a method already well-known, as 

ft was used in the fishermen affair. It firet turns to the PSOE and makes over~ 
tures. The negotiations begin. Other political organizations are brought into 
it. This time the overture could be alluring. Who in Spain--apart from the truly 
anti-colontalist organizations--would not joyfully welcome an Algerian position 
hostile to the recovery of Sebta and Mellilia by Morocco? 


Ae for Algiers, what could prevent it from making this gift to Madrid in exchange 
for a new position supporting its positions on Moroccan Sahara? Certainly not the 
principles involved, at any rate. These latter are only invoked to achieve 
hegemoniet objectives. Did it not in the past recognize the Moroccan=ness of he 
Sahara? Still, it did not hesitate to repudiate its positions and instigate ots 
against the territorial unity of Morocco. 


Up to now, it has not denied=-at least publicly--Morocco's right to recover Sebta 
aod Mellilia. But for some years it has had nothing to say on the subject. Its 
silence is calculated. There will be some surprises when the day comes that that 
silence ie broken. This is why it is imperative to follow Algeria's actions closely 
fn light of the latest visit of Felipe Gonzales to Algeria. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


REASONS FOR JORDAN'S SIDING WITH IRAQ EXPLORED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 15 Oct 80 pp 1, 12-13 


[Article by Ibrahim Abu-Nab: "Why Is Jordan Helping Iraq; Artificial Satellites 
Watched Port of al-'Aqabah After Taking Leave From Gulf War; War Planned to Be 
Stopped on Seventh Day But International Sides Fueled It With Spare Parts; Saddam 
Inquired of al-Husayn in Middle of Night About Secret Behind Propaganda Concent ra- 
tion on Jordan; Al-Husayn Befriended Shah to Avert His Dangers From Gulf; Pales- 
tinian Representation in Tehran Similar to Jordanian Representation; Foreign 
Officers Visited Baghdad as Journalists During War"] 


[Text] A foreign reporter, while spreading his map on a wall and examining the 
area around Shatt al-'Arab carefully, said to a colleague: “Hell, I cannot find 
the port of al-'‘Aqabah." The colleague laughed loudly and said: “The Jordanian 
port of al-'Aqabah is not in Shatt al-'Arab area, stupid. It is at the tip of 
the Gulf of al-‘Aqabah in the Red Sea.” 


When the veteran journalist saw the embarrassment of the inexperienced journalist: 
who had come from a small newspaper in central Australia, he patted the young 
journalist on the shoulder in consolation, saying: "Never mind, may others who 
have listened to the radios hurriedly have imagined that the war has been trans- 
ferred from the port of al-Muhammarah and the port of Abadan to the port of al- 
‘Aqabah which is hundreds of miles away. i do not blame you for looking for the 
Jordanian port of al-'Aqabah in Shatt al-'Arab." 





Both those who know and those who don't know where the port of al-'Aqabah is 
imagined last week that the battle is about to move to the port of al-'Aqabah. 

In Washington, reporters were asking U.S. Secretary of State Edmund Muskie at his 
press conference about the port of al-'Aqabah, the number of ships anchored in it, 
their nationality, the number of Soviet ships among them and whether those ships 
were unloading weapons and munitions for Iraq. The reporters were also asking 
Muskie about the number of other Soviet ships in high seas heading for the port 

of al-'Aqabah and whether they were carrying weapons for Iraq. They also asked 
him whether it was true that Jordan has sent 40,000 troops to Iraq and also asked 
him about the U.S. administration's position vis-a-vis Jordan's support for Iraq. 


It seemed last week as if the foreign broadcasting stations and papers had no 
concern other than to convey what the artificial satellites were saying about the 
port of al-‘Aqgabah and the ships anchored in it and heading for it. It even seemed 
as if the artificial satellites themselves had taken a leave from the task of 
gazing at the Gulf war and started to gaze in the direction of al-'Aqebah and 
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Jordan. The matter reached the point where it is said that Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn contacted his friend King Husayn by telephone after midnight and found him 
awake with his military commanders to keep up with the latest developments and so 
he asked theking about the meaning and significance of the propaganda concentra-~ 
tion on Jordan. 


Cold Water 


Naturally, it is not difficult to guess what sort of discussion took place between 
the two Arab leaders in light of the official statement issued in Baghdad to deny 
that any Jordanian or non-Jordanian forces have taken part in the battle which 
Iraq is waging against Iran. This statement dumped a bucket of cold water on the 
Israeli and Zionist propaganda machine which has been working overtime and has 
been overheating in its focus on Iraq and the battle. 


The foreign correspondents, like Israel, have been asking: "How can peace be 
defended by expanding the war? How can the Jordanian monarch say that he wants 

to achieve peace and to spare the blood of Iran on the one hand and of the Arab 
nation on the other when he is calling for expanding the war through the participa- 
tion of all the Arab countries in it? Isn't it better for Jordan to mediate be- 
tween Iran and Iraq if it really wants to realize peace or to stand neutral, at 
least, instead of joining Iraq against the Iran of the ‘Islamic revolution?'” 


This is what the foreign correspondents and Israel's radio, which has suddenly 
donned the frock of Islam and adopted, it seems, Khomeyni's principles, are asking. 
There is also another question that is raised by Israel's radio, by foreign com- 
mentators and by some Arabs who know and who don't know. 


This question is: Why was King Husayn a "friend" of the shah's Iran which used 
to supply Israel with oil and had commercial and economic relations with Israel 
and why has he become an “enemy” of Khomeyni's Iran that has cut off oil supplies 
to Israel, has severed its diplomatic relations with Israel and has given Israel's 
embassy in Tehran to the PLO? 


Jordanian Theory 


King Husayn has answered most of these questions on the local Jordanian television 
screen and the international television screens. What remains unanswered is what 
is classified as "state secrets” or as "very confidential." However, what remains 
unenswered can be guessed or one may venture to read it in a cup of coffee or 

in King Husayn's palm, as palm readers do. 


First, King Husayn is not calling for continuation or expansion of the war between 
Iraq and Iran but quite the opposite. However, the Jordanian monarch's theory 

for putting an end to the war is not based on the popular theories that are pro- 
pagated by the suspect information media and that deceive the semi-educated in 
strategic affairs. This theory, according to a prominent Jordanian military 
observer, is the outcome of a strategic assessment of the situation in which the 
high-ranking Jordanian commanders, forming what may be called the Jordanian national 
security council, have participated. 
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This theory says: "Regardless of the reasons and causes of the war, this war has 
actually erupted. Regardless of whatever is said about this war being a limited 
war, the characteristics of a limited war do not apply to it because a limited 
war is war that erupts between two parties, one of whom is so militarily superior 
to the other that he can hit che joints of the other party quickly, can paralyze 
him and can render him incapable of ay action. The June 1967 war between the 
Arabs and the Israeli enemy was this kind of war. 


Perhaps iraq had almost managed to make it a limited war in what we have previously 
called the seven-day war when Saddan Husayn declared on the seventh day of the 

war realization of the campaign's goals and when he offered Iran, which seemed 

to have been hit in its joints, peace and detente. But the war did not come to 

an end because numerous international parties began to supply Iran directly or 
through intermediaries. It was mentioned at the time that Israel had sent spare 
parts to lran through the Netherlands and through Japanese and North Korean assist- 
ance. 


I personally do not find it unlikely that South Africa's or Taiwan's name will 
crop up in this regard as long as Israel has strong military cooperation with 
these two countries, especially in the nuclear sphere. 


Officer Journalists 


The party that breaks the limited war is the party that wants a war to expand in 
order to include numerous parties and to turn into a war by proxy nurtured by 
these parties for their own interests or the interests of whoever is behind them. 


It is no secret that a number of the high-ranking military officers of various 
foreign countries are reporting to the Iraqi information center in al-Mansur Hotel 
carrying press cards, For example, the British DAILY TELEGRAPH sent a retired 
former majcr general in the British army who has taught military principles to 
numerous Arab and non-Arab military officers [as its correspondent]. 


One of these officer “journalists” has said that the only way to establish quick 
peace in the Gulf area is to cut off military supplies to both sides and to let 
them fight each other until one of them scores a decisive victory over the other. 
However, this officer adds: But this is impossible because of the intricate 
political conditions. Therefore, the only practical way to stop the fighting lies 
in enabling the victor to complete his victory quickly without providing an oppor- 
tunity for the numerous sides that want to prolong the war and to diversify its 
means. 





These officer journalists say that they can understan” why the Jordanian monarch 
has opted for Iraq to have the upper hand and why he is urging the other Arabs 

and the friendly international sides to adopt the same position not only for 
national reasons but also for practical, security and international reasons and 
for purely Jordanian reasons. Iraq forms a strategic depth for Jordan and can 
offer Jordan a lot more than Jordan can offer Iraq. By urging the other Arab 
states to adopt the same position, the Jordanian monarch is working to establish 
peace in the area and to keep its windows closed in the face of the stormy winds 
blowing from every direction. Splitting the Arab states into supporters and 
opponents of Iraq and into vacillating states means prolonging the war and exhausting 
the area's resources, including Iran's resources, and exposing the area to imminent 
danger. 


18 








Very Confidential 


Isn't it better for King Husayn to mediate between Iraq and Iran? This is a 
question that some people naively ask whereas others, like Israel's radio, ask it 
without any naivete. There is also the other question that asks: Why was King 
Husayn a "friend" of the shah's Iran and why has he become an "enemy" of Khomeyni's 
Iran? Those who know the truth of Jordan's "state secrets" say that the king was 
not a "friend" of the shah for the sake of the shah's friendship and is not an 
"enemy" of Khomeyni for the sake of enmity to Khomeyni because the king is one of 
those who believe that there are no everlasting friendships or everlasting hostili- 
ties but that there are permanent supreme interests that are above everything else. 


Reviewing the history of the Jordanian-Iranian relations, these people say that 
King Husayn flew often to Tehran at the peak of the Gulf crisis in the late 1960's 
and early 1970's when the shah was preparing to seize the entire Arab Gulf and to 
turn it into a Persian lake. 


The shah declared himself king of kings in legendary celebrations on the occasion 
of the 25th centennial of the Persian empire and launched naval and air fleets 
and amassed ground troops sufficient to enable him to back up his words with 
actions. 


There is no doubt that King Husayn's repeated visits to Tehran under those cir- 
cumstances did not endear him to the ordinary Arab citizen in the Gulf or anywhere 
else, especially in the wake of the shah's seizure of the three Arab islands be- 
longing to the UAE. But this ordinary Arab citizen is perhaps still unaware of 
what was taking place behind the scenes regarding Bahrain which the shah was 
determined to seize. The ordinary Arab citizen does not know the elements and 
factors that made the shah back down suddenly and agree to the formalities of a 
U.N.-sponsored referendum among Bahrain's population to determine its fate once 
and for all. 


An aide accompanying King Husayn on one of those visits to Tehran tells the fol- 
lowing story: A journalist in Tehran approached his majesty and asked him if he 
is a Shi'ite following the sect of Imam ‘Ali, may God honor him, and of theprophet's 
house or if he is a Sunni. King Husayn looked at the journalist with surprise 
and then said: “But I am the descendant of the prophet's house and you are our 
adherents." The Iranian journalist sneaked away and fled. 
The Iranian "king of kings," the son of an army sergeant who became an emperor, 
new toat no matter how much political power he attained, he still needed the 
approval of the “masters” with the black turbans [clergymen] in Iran, all of whom 
derive most of their influence from belonging to the prophet's family. Every 
black turben, even among the bedouvin Arabs of Arabestan, indicates that its wearer 
is a wember of that family. If the “king of kings” in Iran could get one of those 
ylack turbans, ne would have possibly agreed to exchange it for his jewel-bedecked 
crown ard would have agreed not to listen to the advice of the descendant of the 
Hashimite family [king husayn] on Bahrain and the future of the Arab-Iranian rela- 
tions. 


King Husayn, according to well-informed Jordanians and Arab Gulf officials, feels 
too embarrassed to say that he saved Bahrain, doesn't actually say so and is con- 
tent to say that he failed to save the three Arab islands. These people also say 
that ' ng Husayn risked his popularity among the ordinary Arab citizens and is 
stil. doing so for the sake of what he believes to be right and what may not be 
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included uncer the heading of passing profit and loss but in the book of permanent 
accounts--a book which still bears the sign "very confidential." 


Jordanian Mediation 


But a journalist can, as I have already said, do palm reading or read a coffee 
cup and find some secrets, especially if he is a man of integrity and of open- 
mindedness. Something of the sort happened to me once on a flight from Amman to 
London when the airplane stopped over in Paris to pick up some passengers. Paris 
was at the time Khomeyni's capital from which he was directing the raging revolu- 
tion in Iran. I was reading at the time the American HERALD TRIBUNE, published 
in Paris, which contained reports to the effect that King Husayn was trying to 
mediate between Khomeyni and the shah. The moment I raised my eyes from the news- 
paper to look at the passengers picked up in Paris, I saw the Jordanian minister 
of awqaf [religious trusts] enter the plane with his face on which you can never 
read happiness or sadness at any time. 


I approached the minister in his first-class seat and ventured to greet him and 
ask him about Paris’ life. The minister of awqaf could testify neither favorably 
nor unfavorably for the city because he simply knew nothing about it, I said to 
him: "Well then, how is the master, Abu-Isma'il?" He said: "What master do you 
mean?" I said: “Is there but one master in Paris nowadays--a sole master who 
raises Paris' name among the capitals of the world, namely Imam Ayatollah Rohollah 
Khomeyni?” The Jordanian minister answered with no more than: "Do you insist 

on your question?” 


And who am I to insist on my question, and I needed no insistence. However, I 
concluded from the course of affairs that in his mediation, the descendant of the 
Hashimite house was able to exert stronger moral influence on the shah, the son 

of a sergeant, than on one of the members of his sect--a member who is supposed 

to be a relative of the king's from the Persian branch. It can be said that King 
Husayn has spared no efforts to mediate and establish detente between the Arabs 
and Iran in Khomeyni's time, as he had done in the shah's time, and that he has 
used all the means of persuasion and of religious and secular logic to put the 
interests of the Islamic nation above the interests of both the Arab and Persian 
nationalities and to put the future interests above the problems of the sad present. 
He, meaning King Husayn, did not stop his attempts to win over Khomeyni even after 
Khomeyni became the sole master of Tehran. 


When I met the Jordanian ambassador who had been recalled from hic embassy in 
Kuwait to become the new ambassador to Tehran, I said to him: “And what will you 
do or be able to do there, Mr ambassador?" The new ambassador answered: "Leave 
happiness [sa'adat al-safir translated literally becoves: Your happiness the 
ambassador] alone now. I will focus my efforts to bring Iran and the Arabs closer 
to each other and to prevent further deterioration.” I said: "And what will your 
means be, besides diplomacy and goodwill?" He answered: "There is no means for 
me other than to wear my black turban. I am from al-Husayni family and from the 
venerable Jerusalem, you know." I said to ambassador and friend Muhyi-al-Din al- 
Husayni: "It is surprising that King Husayn and Abu-‘Ammar are thinking in the 
same way, considering that you will find in Tehran your cousin Ghazi al-Husayni, 
the son of the grand Palestinian struggler ‘Abd-al-Qadir al-Husayni, as the PLO 
representative there. If your national, religious, family and struggle affilia- 
tion cannot win over Khomeyni's Iran and establish detente between it and the 
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Arabs to serve the cause of the main conflict with the Zionist enemy, then I will 
begin reconsidering many of the assumptions that we have made in supporting the 
Iranian revolution,” 


What is important is that the mediation was required of Jordan or of King Husayn 
and that he did not hold back when this mediation was needed and was in the right 
place. But co ask King Husayn to mediate now is, as the blind poet [presumably 
al-Mi'arri] has put it, “words whose meaning is vague and which our minds cannot 
grasp."' King Husayn is in total agreement with Saddam Husayn out of personal con- 
viction in this regard because the king considers any Arab mediation under the 
present circumstances not only unacceptable and a shirking of che responsibility 
but also a disservice to the intrinsic and national interest and a disservice to 
the goals of peace and of sparing the blood--goals which they say they are seeking. 


Agreement of Two Husayns 


What draws attention is that Saddam Husayn and King Husayn agree out of personal 
conviction not only on this matter but that they are almost in agreement and hold 
the same view on all matters. This agreement has reached the point of telepathy 
and to the degree that some claim that as soon as one of them lifts the telephone 
receiver he finds that the othe: has preceded him to call at the same time and 
finds that they both want to discuss the same issue! 


A foreign correspondent in Amman asked King Husayn if Iraq and Jordan have concluded 
a joint defense agreement. King Husayn answered that such an agreement has not 

been signed on paper but that there is no need for such an agreement to make Jordan 
act in the manner in which it has acted because whar Jordan does is not dictated 

so much by written agreements as it is dictated by Jordan's entire entity. The 
journalist then asked: "But doesn't this entail danger for Jordan?"' The king 
replied: But the dangers to which Jordan will be exposed by failing to support 

‘rag will be much greater than the dangers resulting from Jordan's siding with 

iraq. 


Students of strategy have said: These are completely logical statements. By 
taking this stance of support for Iraq, Jordan does not so much expose its nationa) 
safety to canzer as it protects it from the consequences of isolation and of 

losing the stretegic and population depth and the “implicit reserve," namely the 
Iraqi peeple. if Traq has gained 2.5 million Jordanians, then Jordan has gained 

14 million Tragis in an “implicit reserve.” Strategy experts wonder: Why haven't 
rhe other ‘\rabs Jone the same thing and what are they waiting for? 


But the two Husayns think on the same wavelength. It is said that on the night 
of the telephone call concerning al-'‘Aqabah and of their review of the Zionist 
propegende machine's concentration on Jordan, the two agreed that this concentra- 
tion has numerous reasons, the most important being the implication that Jordan 
or any other Arab country must not advance any form of military or non-military 
aid to Iraq. The Israelis are not so foolish to believe that 40,000 Jordanian 
troops were actually standing on Iraq's borders but they are intelligent enough 
to understand the value of the Jordanian port of al-'Aqabah, or of any other 

Arab port, as a vital artery for the fighting Iraq at a time when th enemies are 
trying to exploit the opportunity and to cut off Iraq's arteries. 
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These enamies were chagrined to find some ships which had been heading for al- 
Basrah with goods, products and food change course and head to an alternate Arab 
port, such as the port of al-'Aqabah. They were aleo chagrined to see al-'Aqabah- 
Baghdad highway turn into an Arab artery which Jordan can secure and protect and 
to find that this limited Jordanian role ia equal in ite significance and vitality 
to the participation of 50,000 troops in the battle of Shatt al-‘'Arab, Arabestan 
and Dezful. The Zionist propaganda has tried to incite the United States and 

the other Arabs, accusing Jordan of expanding the war. It is as if this propa- 
ganda wants Jordan to fall inte what it « laima to be prohibited or wants Jordan 
to back down and to swallow a!l it has eeid about ite readiness to support Iraq, 
thus becoming an example for the other Arabs. But Jordan has not backed down, 

has not done what Ierael wants it to do and has not said what it wante to do 
exactly, thus preserving ite ability to harrase the enemy and to leave nim in a 
state of uncertainty. How has this been done? Naturally, this is still in the 
“very confidential file" which nobod» can read by reading a cup of coffee. 


The students of strategy in lerael admit that “the state of uncertainty” charac- 
terizing the Middle East makes their planning taske extremely difficult. This is 
why they try to make all kinds of imaginable and unimaginable assumptions. This 

is aleo what makes them try to get out of the quicksand only to find themselves 
mired in swamps, mud and waves. This is aleo why they try to be pragmatic and to 
deal with each case in an improvised manner whereby the plans are drawn up on the 
epot in the battlefield. What they intended by the battle of al-'Aqabah was to 
keep the port of Jiddah on the Red Sea, for example, and all the other Arab ports 
closed to transit traffic to Iraq. But their plan for Jordan, which was definitely 
offhanded, has failed and this ie why it has folded and why another form of improvi- 
sation has started. 


Paychological War 


Last Friday evening, the well-heard and trusted London [BBC] radio reported at the 
outset of its news bulletins that "Syria and Libya have begun to transport Soviet- 
made weapons and equipment to Iran." Linking this report to another report, 
London Radio also said that “in the first direct Arab signal of its kind, Colonel 
al-Qadhdhafi has urged the Muslims to support Iran in its war against those who 
are launching war on behalf of the United States." 


But at the end of its report, London Radio said: The reports about the shipment 
of Soviet-made weapon: from Syria and Libya have been monitored from Israel's 
radio and have not been confirmed by any other source, including the four U.S. 
reconnaissance aircraft [AWAC's) which are hovering constantly over Saudi Arabia. 


Naturally, if many can believe the statement of Colone)  '-Oadhdhafi, then the 
news makers aseume that these people will also believe tha. che matter has gone 
beyond the point of statements and to the point of sending Soviet-made weapons 
and equipment to Iran. This must be inevitably followed by sending Syrian and 
Libyan troops to Iran to operate these weapons and equipment. Thus, in Israel's 
opinion, the battle has erupted, 0 Arabs, and--in Israel's opinion also--see 

with your own eyes and conclude, 0 Arabs: Israel supports Iran by Proxy and sup- 
plies ic with weapons and spare parts through the Netherlands and Japan while 
Syria snd Libya supply Iran with weapons and equipment directly. 

















While Colonel ale-Qadhdhafi says that Iraq ia fighting Iran on behalf of the United 
States, look at him stand side-by-side with lerae)l at a time when he claims that 
he ie againet lerael and against Camp David, 


This ie the “intellectual chaos" and paychological confusion plan that lerael is 
trying to spread among the Arab ranks to create despair and kill hope. The leraeii 
paychological warfare could not have penetrated through these gaps to the minds 

of the Arab masses if the positions of the other Arabe vis-a-vis the Iraq-Iran 

war were clear and emanating from a atrategy with clearcut features and goals and 
not from a steam—boiled strategy. 


Here arises the final and inevitable question: What are the other Arabs required 
to do in order to side truly with peace and justice from a national, humanitarian, 
pan-Arab and religious viewpoint’? Are they required to send their military forces 
to Iraq? 


Certainly not because Iraq does not need these forces and will not ask for them. 
But Iraq, and logic in all its forms, require that the Arab states use all their 
effective influence to prevent other countries from giving Iran the knife with 
which to stab and slaughter the others. The Islamic logic requires thet all the 
Muslim states exert utmost pressure on Iran to stop the fighting first and then 
to prepare for arbitration and for setting matters aright in accordance with the 
venerable Koran phrase saying: "If two sects of believers fight, then reconcile 
them. If one sect wrongs the other, then fight the one committing the wrong until 
it returns to God's commandment." 


Fighting the faction committing the wrong, refusing to stop the fighting and 
refecting arbitration does not necessarily mean declaring a holy war on it and 
marching troops against it--troops that should be marched against Israel. it 
means an Arab and Islamic integration in supporting Iraq with the various means 

by Opening supply arteries to it and by compensating its loss of oil production 
through raising the Arab oil production and through calculating the entire produc- 
tion increase as if it were Iraqi production and through crediting the revenue of 
this increase to Iraq's account until the day comes when these other Arab states 
reduce their production and Iraq raises its production and credits the increase 
to their account, thus making it seem as if someone has borrowed o11] and will 
repay it in oil without causing anybody to incur a loss and without causing anybody 
to be indebted to anybody else. 


it is shameful for anybody to think of making donations to Iraq which has always 
yveen che conor. When we speak of donations, we prefer this to remain, at least 
for the present, in a “very confidential” file that cannot be read in a cup of 
coffee or through palmistry but that will be read by the future generations in 

the apims of the parties concerned. We would like to tell all: Learn from Jordan 
and from the port of al-‘Aqabah in particular. 


let u return to the start, namely the port of al-'Aqabah. When the port workers 
found that the number of ships anchored in the port rose from an average of 16 
ships to 43 ships, they decided to triple their efforts and to force the inter- 
national shipping and insurance companies not to raise their rates by the 30 per- 
cent which these companies had previously declared. 
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Thus, 4 million dollars have been saved monthly and all of Jordan's trucks have 
proceeded to operate on al-'Aqabah-Baghdad highway, Moreover, Jordan has permitted 
all non-Jordanian trucks to operate on this highway. To those who can hear us, 
there ie still an urgent need for 200 more trucks. All of Jordan's factories have 
responded to the king's stance and have decided to allocate 2 days of their weekly 
production not as a donation to Iraq but as a repayment of its debt and as an ex- 
pression of what the Jordanian people harbor for the Iraqi people. Tons of food, 
medicines and other products have piled up while the drivers union is preparing 

to ship them, with full hope that Iraq will open its bosom to accept the gift. 


In conclusion, we wish to express mgany thanks to our enemies who have turned 
their searchlighte on the Jordanian port of al-'Aqabah and who have thus come to 
live in darkness while illuminating the port. As the late Mao used to say, if ay 
memory hasn't failed me, “in agriculture, learn from (Sakahy) province,” I wish 
to say: In daye of hardship, learn from the port of al-'Aqabah and from Arab 
citizen Husayn ibn Talal. 


CSO: 4802 
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ABU MAYZAR CALLS POR HALT TO [RAN-ITRAQ WAR 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 7 Nov 80 p 17 


[Article based on interview given by ‘Abd al-Muhsin Abu Mayazar, the PLO's official 


spokesman, to AL-QABAS's correspondent in Amman: “Only the Palestinian Revolution 
Is Being Harmed By the Iran-Iraq War") 


{Text} Mr ‘Abd al~-Muhein Abu Mayzar, the official spokeaman for the PLO, said 
that the Palestinian revolution is in favor of stopping the Iran-Iraq war because 
tt alone is being harmed by this war and by the fact that it is contiouing. 


He added that Arab and Moslem blood should be spared in order that it may wage 
battle for the Liberation of Palestine from Zionism and American imperialisa. 


Mr Abu Mayzar, who participated in the meetings of the Commictee of Seven, 
composed of foreign ministers of the Arab countries, which recently concluded its 
work in the capital of Jordan, stressed the fact that lereel is making plans to 
commit large-scale aggression against the south of Lebanon. He said that the 

aim of this aggression is to smash the Palestinian revolution and Palestinian and 
Lebanese mass organizations in order to acquire gore Lebanese territory which 

is would then annex in pursuit of its expansionist policy and its colonial settle- 
ment policy which is based on expansionisa. 


He said that preparations being undertaken by the Israeli enemy in the south of 
Lebanon, in the border area which is controlled by the militia groups of Sa'd 
Haddad, and in the northern part of occupied Palestine, incidate that the attack 
will be « large-scale one--perhaps larger than the March 1978 aggression in which 
iereael swept over southern Lebanon all the way up to the Litani River. 


He added that the enemy would not be able to concentrate so well on these prep- 
arations, paving the way for its large-scale offensive, if it were not for the 
condition of disunity, discord, weakness, and division which predominates in the 
Arab world. 


Mr Abu Mayzar made reference to the Palestinian work paper which had been submitted 
at the meetings of the Committee of Seven. He said thac there was a joint 
Syrian-Palestinian work paper, that the Syrians and Palestinians were in agree- 
ment with each other, and that their points of view were totally identical. 











has been the only practical and strategic 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


KUWAITI OFFICIAL DISCUSSES GULF LABOR ISSUES 
Dubai AL-BAYAN in Arabic 5 Nov 80 p 5 


[Interview with ‘Abdallah Ghallum Husayn, Kuwaiti as. nt deputy minister of 
Labor, by Ahmad Muhsin; “Interview With Kuwaiti Dep: “, eter of Labor; Foreign 
Labor Poses No Danger in Gulf, If Well Planned") 


[Excerpt] On the peripheries of the meetings of the third session of the Labor 
and social affairs experts of the Arab Gulf states--a session which has concluded 
its works in Abu Dhabi--AL-BAYAN has interviewed ‘Abdallah Ghallum Husayn, the 
Kuwaiti assistant deputy minister of labor and social affairs and one of the 
area's experts who have contributed effectively to the session's discussions. 


The Kuwaiti deputy minister has said that the failure of any Arab Gulf state to 
abide by giving priority to Arab labor is considered a clear violation of the 
state's national labor laws and saddles this state with a pan-Arab responsibility. 


The deputy minister has also explained that foreign labor poses no political 
danger is well planned and regulated and provided that the process is not left 
to personal whims, individual relations and the exploitation of connections for 
personal and material gains. 


He has also warned of the danger of labor--especially Arab labor--infiltration 
from one state in the area to another as a result of material incentives and 
enticement«. He has called for some kind of coordination among the area's states 
in this sphere. 


Avda! ah coeai:ium Husayn has also defended the Gulf labor legislations, pointing 
out that they are not very different from the intermational legislations and that 
they may be better than the U.S. labor legislations. Following is the text of 
the interview: 


{Question] in your capacity as chairman of the second session of the committee 
of experts and through your followup of the implementation of the resolutions 
and recommendations of the area's Council of the Ministers of Labor and Social 
Affairs, to what degree have the member states adhered to the implementation of 
these resolutions and recommendations and what is the degree of the readiness of 
these states to embark on coordination and integration in the sphere of labor and 
social affairs? 
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[Anawer} Not only in this session but also in the first session which was held 

in Doha, implementation of the council's resolutions has ranged from 70 to 75 
percent because the remaining resolutions depended on communication and coordina- 
tion with Arab or international organizations. Therefore, we can er that this 
percentage of unimplemented resolutions is nothing more than a question of time 
connected with the stance of these organizations. As for the readiness of the 
participating countries to coordinate in the sphere of labor and social affaire, 
this coordination is a reality and has existed in all spheres from the time before 
the creation of this council by virtue of the similarity in the customs, traditions 
and common history of the area's peoples. 


Arab Labor 


[Question] Conferences held previously by the area's ministers of labor and 
social affairs urged the need to employ or give priority to Arab labor. Yet, we 
find that most of the area's countries are still importing large numbers of foreign 
workers, particularly Asian workers. How do you view this issue’ 


[Answer] The resolution to give priority to Arab manpower has not only been 
issued by the meetings of the ministers of labor but has also emanated from the 
labor legislations in the area's states. Through their legislations, all the 
council member states give first priority to the citizen, then to the Arab worker 
and finally to the foreigner, especially the foreigner from friendly countries. 


As for the member states’ abidance by such resolutions, it is a foregone conclu- 
sion because failure to abide by them constitutes a violation of their national 
labor laws and I do not think that any state legislates a law in any sphere and 
then violates its own law. But on the other hand, there are obstacles that have 
imposed themselves on the labor arena and have obstructed implementation of this 
provision of the law or have delayed until a later phase any resolution adopted 

in this regard. All in the Gulf States and in the oil producing countries gener- 
ally feel that there is a comprehensive and rapid development movement that requires 
skilled manpower to keep up with its speed. At the time when the development 
movement, especially the construction movement, in these countries is proceeding 
according to a geometric progression, we find that the skilled Arab labor increases 
at a lesser pace than that of arithmetic progression. Under the shadow of this 
kind of planning for development of skilled Arab labor, I do not think that this 
labor can keep up with the comprehensive development in the Arab countries that 
have major development projects. 


Foreign Labor 


(Husayn adds) This is why these countries have reso: ed t© employing foreign 
manpower, especially through the major companies implementing such projects. 

What is worth noting is that the more we can diversify this labor, the more we 

can control it. Through this labor, we can also form relations with the largest 
number possible of friendly countries. We hope that this phase will be a transient 
phase. This responsibility [of providing skilled Arab labor] is not the responsi- 
bility of the Arab Gulf states or of the Arab governments. It is the main responsi- 
bility entrusted to the Arab Labor Organization, especially since this organiza- 
tion is aware of the extreme significance of this issue. This organization has 
taken steps on this path by setting up a training center in Tripoli, Libya. It 
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has also set up an Arab employment agency in Rabat. We hope that the organization 
will also exert efforts to set up a vocational training center in the Arab east 

to complete the link. As a result, we will be able to transfer the untrained 
labor abundantly available in Sudan, Somalia, Djibouti and Mauritania to be trained 
by these centers and to be supplied to the Arab development projects. Moreover, 
the Arab Employment Agency has a big role in regard to the Arab manpower that 
emigrates from the Arab countries in north Africa to western Europe. 


Political Stability 


[Question] How can harmony be established between the economic, social and political 
atability needs of the Arab Gulf states importing labor on the one hand and the 
actual [labor] requirements of these states on the other’? Don't you think that 

the increase in foreign manpower poses a danger to the area’ 


[Anewer) I do not believe that foreign labor constitutes a political danger, if 
this labor is well planned and regulated. Therefore, the governments must estab- 
lish the criteria in accordance with which thie labor is employed and they should 
not leave this issue subject to personal whims, individual relations and connec- 
tions. They should aleo not allow this issue to be exploited for personal material 
gains because the security of these states and of the area is a lot more important 
than any material gain, if the individual realizes the importance and seriousness 
of importing offhandedly manpower about which he knows nothing. 


Husayn points out that the danger lies in the private sector, meaning by this 
the individuals who import foreign labor for either material gain or for the so- 
called labor trade and who let this labor into the market without any controls 
and without any consideration to whether the state needs such labor or not. 
Therefore, the ministries of labor shoulder a historic responsibility toward the 
Gulf soctety and these ministries must be the strong arm that pute an end to 
such individual actions. 
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INTERARAB AFFAIRS 


TUNISLAN-KUWAITI COOPERATION DESCRIBED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 13 Dec 80 p 6 


[Text] Mr Abdellatif Al Hamad, general director of the Kuwaiti Fund for 
Arab Economic Development [FKDEA), has been visiting Tunisia for several 
days, during which time he has met with the prime minister. He has also 
attended the opening of the Tunis-Turki expressway, among other events. 


Without a doubt, the completion of this new section of the expressway is 
evidence of the extent of Tunisian-Kuwaiti cooperation and its development. 
The excellent relations maintained by the two brother countries have enabled 
this cooperation to become stronger and broader to include many economic 
sectors in the mutual interest of both parties. 


In particular, Tunisian-Kuwaiti cooperation actually involves three important 
sectors of our economy: basic infrastructures, tourism and industry and 
energy. 


Since 1963, when Tunisian-Kuwaiti cooperation began, the fund has partici- 
pated in the completion of 13 projects whose total cost has amounted to 

65 million dinars. These projects involve various--very important--sectors 
whose development is responsible, to a certain extent, for the growth of 
the national economy. Thus this cooperation has contributed to the comple- 
tion of several projects in the areas of basic infrastructures, tourissa 
and industry and energy. 


The development of this cooperation is also the result of strengthening, 
on one hand, ties between our two countries and, on the other hand, the 
prestige and credibility enjoyed by Tunisia. 


These factors are helping to strengthen inter-Ai.b cocperation and are making 
Tunisia a more and more important magnet for Arab investments, as further 
evidenced by the success of the recent conference on “Arab Investments in 
Arab Countries,” held in Tunisia and in which a large number of Arab develop- 
ment funds participated, as well as representatives of various financial 

and banking organizations. 











The firat phase of this cooperation concerns basic infrastructures. 


Thus the fund provided financing for the Tunis-Turki expressway (firat stage 
of the project) in the amount of 3.75 million Kuwaiti dinars [DK], for the 
Tunis-Carthage airport in the amount of 4.0 million DK and for the Bizerte 
drawbridge (2.25 million DK). In the case of the drinking water system, 

the fund contributed to the completion of the northern region's network. 


In the industrial sector, the FKDEA holds 48 percent of the capital of ICM 
(Maghreb Chemical Industries) through PIC (Petrochemical and Industrial 
Company). 


The fund has likewise given its approval in principle for participation 
in financing the ICM 4 of Gafsa. 


in the industrial sector as well and following meetings which brought together 

the various Arab development funds in Tunis, several Tunisian economic projects 
included in the Sixth Plan have been submitted to participants. These projects 
involve building, mechanical and agroindustrial sectors in particular. 


Kuwait has thus given its approval in principle to participation in these 
projects, either by participating in the capital] of the companies to be 
established or in the form of credits. 


Files on some projects have already been submitted to the fund. The results 
of current negotiations will be known in coming weeks. 


In the energy sector, the Kuwaiti Fund has participated in the construction 
of the Halq Al-Wadi power station (1 and II) and construction of a gas pipeline. 


Other projects, such as the modernization of phosphate mines, the creation 
of a fishing port and development of the Medjerda Valley, have been carried 
out through Tunisian-Kuwaiti cooperation. 


in the area of tourism, the Tunisian-Kuwaiti Consortium (CTKD) has built 
hotel units which it manages itself. Thus in northern Sousse the CTKD has 
built the "Maisons de la Mer" |Seaside Houses| complex, whose total cost 
amounted to 8.5 million dinars. A second tourist complex has been built 

at Sousse ("Le Nejma’). plus the Abous Nawas Hotel (at Gammarth), the Tunisia 
Paiace (undergoing remodeling) and the “Mechtel” in Tunis, as well as other 
projects in the study stage at Hammamet and Jerba. 


The Tunisian-Kuwaiti Consortium, which has contributed to the development 
of Tunisian tourism, will probably also participate in financing tourist 
projects included in the Sixth Plan. 


Completion of the CTKD's entire investment program (almost finished) will 
provide approximately 6,000 jobs. 
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Skeletal Agreement and New Horizons 


The agreement between the two countries, signed in Tunis on 29 March, has 
opened the way to new horizons from the standpoint of Tunisian-Kuwaiti rela- 
tions in the industrial sector in particular and in che economic sector 

in general. 


This agreement, as well as others, will strengthen bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries. 


In addition to these three areas which have benefited from this exemplary 
cooperation, last November's conference opened up new horizons for Arab 
and Kuwaiti investments in particular, for those who could invest in other 
sectors, particularly agroindustry, which is a vital and decisive sector 
for the food security of Tunisia and the Arab world in general. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


KUWAIT, JORDAN AGREE ON CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 20 Oct 80 p 3 


{[Article: "Ratification of Executive Program for Cultural Cooperation Between 
Kuwait and Jordan'’} 


[Text] Amman--The Jordanian Council of Ministers has ratified the 1980-81 execu- 
tive program for cultural cooperation between Kuwait and Jordan. The program pro- 
vides for the exchange of student visits and scholastic and university scholar- 
ships. it also provides for laying down the bases for equatic academic certificates 
between the two countries. Following are the most important contents of the pro- 
gram: 


Exchange of teachers: Contracts with Jordanian teachers will be concluded with 
Jordanian teachers with the knowledge anc approval of the Jordanian Ministry of 
Education. The Kuwaiti Ministry of Education will notify the Jordanian Ministry 
of Education ahead of time of the number, specialization and qualifications of 
Jordanian teachers it needs to conclude contracts with. 


Educational training and development: Joint educational training courses will 
be conducted according to the need and to what is agreed upon between the authori- 
ties concerned. 


Each country will inform the other of the training courses it intends to conduct 

in each academic year, the nature of the courses, the number of those from the 

other country Cat can take part in them and the qualifications that the parti- 
i” G ts Dust have. 


The two sides wili also exchange the programs and curricula prepared for the 
courses so that both sides may benefit from them, in addition to the exchange of 
lecturers in educational courses in accordance with the programs to be agreed 
upon. 


Vieits by educators: At the invitation of Kuwait, Jordan will send a number of 
educators to familiarize themselves with the educational renaissance in Kuwait. 
Jordan will also invite a similar number of Kuwaiti educators to familiarize 
themselves with what Jordan is doing in the various educational spheres. 
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Equation of Certificates 


The two sides will exert efforts to exchange complete information on the various 
educational institutions in both countries with the aim of laying down the bases 
for equating academic certificates issued in both countries. 


The two sides will also exchange academic books, curricula, documents and educa- 
tional publications issued in each of them. 


Kuwait will also welcome the participation of a scout group comprised of 8 members 
and a leader in the scout camp which the Ministry of Education will conduct during 
the mid-year holiday. The Hashimite Kingdom of Jordan will also welcome the 

participation of a [Kuwaiti] scout group comprised of a similar number of members. 


Each side welcomes the visit of a student delegation comprised of about 30 students 
from the other side during the mid-year vacation. Each side also welcomes the 
participation of an athletic team from the other side to take part in group sports. 


Academic Scholarships 


The University of Kuwait will allocate annually only 10 academic grants for the 
Jordanian side in each of the 5 academic years of this program. Kuwait will also 
allocate five academic scholarships for Jordanian citizens in the Telecommunica- 
tions Center in the spheres to be agreed upon, in aadition to five scholarships-- 
of which two will be allocated for the Arab Orphan Committee--in the art and 
vocational training institutions. 


The State of Kuwait will also allocate four academic scholarships for Jordanian 
citizens in the private educational institutions. 


The Hashimite Kingdom of Jordan will allocate for the Kuwaiti side five academic 
scholarships in the Polytechnic and three scholarships in each of its two uni- 
versities. 


The ministry concerned in each of the two countries will nominate the students 
for the scholarships and grants provided for in this program. This program will 
be renewable annually at the request of one of the two sides. 
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INTER~ARAB AFFALRS 


FATAH OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF FOURTH CONGRESS 
Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 17 Aug 80 p 13 


[Interview with Majid Abu-Sharar, Fatah Central Committee member: "In Comprehen- 
sive Interview on Area's Conditions, Fatah Central Committee Member Majid Abu- 
Sharar: We Abide by National Movement's Position vis-a-vis Designation of Taqi- 
al-Din al-Sulh; We Expect Israeli Attack on Camps Because Camp David is in Real 
Crisis; Resolutions and Results of Fourth Congress are Forward Step in Pales- 
tinian Struggle March") 


[Text] Beirut--(MANAR PRESS)--Majid Abu-Sharar, a Fatah Central Committee member, 
considers the plan to resettle the Palestinians in Lebanon a renewed old plan which 
U.S. Secretary of State Dulles projected in 1954 "but was foiled by our people's 
will.” 


In an interview conducted with him by AL-SIYASAH, has has underlined the measures 
undertaken by the Palestinian resistance in Lebanon to close its military offices 
in the cities. Following is the text of the interview with Abu-Sharar, official 
Palestinian spokesman and Fatah Central Committee member, which started with the 
following question: 


[Question] Some people consider the outcome of the fourth Congress an advanced 

step in the march of the revolution. The congress's resolutions have won broad 

support. However, there have been critical observations. How do you personally 
appraise this congress? 


[Answer] It is definite that Fatah's congress constitutes a step forward in con- 
tinuing the march of the Palestinian revolution and in escalating its various 
struggles, especially since this congress has been convened nine years after the 
third congress, a period during which Fatah movement has undergone big develop- 
ment at the various military, political and organizational levels. The fourth 
congress has also come under a very critical and sensitive Arab situation. Inter- 
nationally, the congress has come under the shadow of strong strain in the inter- 
national relations, especially since the conclusion of the Camp David accords, the 
Iranian revolution’s triumph and the events in Afghanistan. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that the congress has drawn strong attention at the various Pales- 
tinian, Arab and international levels, considering the sweeping effect of Fatah's 
resolutions on the Palestinian issue and on its ramifications. The congress 
lasted, as it is well known, ten days during which real democracy prevailed. No 














resolution was made outside the congress hall and the congress has been subjected 
to no external influence, This is why it has been a pure Palestinian congress 

for the sake of Palestine aud of the Palestinian revolution, [t is a congress in 
which the characteristic of the movement as 4 national liberation movement has 
been underlined. The movement has emerged from this congress united and committed 
to the laws of the national liberation phase, the phase through which we can 
realize our goal of national independence. The .ongrees has aleo defined the 
nature of the movement and of its alliances and has separated clearly the camp of 
friends from the camp of enemies. Perhaps one of the moat important issues which 
the congress has dealt with courageously and objectively te the leaue of the set- 
tlement. The congress has decided to underline the continuance of the armed 
atruggle in this phase within the prevalent balances of power. The Camp David 
[accords] mean relinquishment of the Palestinian people's firm rights. They mean 
entrenching the feet of the U.S. imperialism in the area, maintaining Ierael as an 
advanced base of U.S. imperialiem to protect the U.S. imperialist interesta in the 
area and to etrike the area's liberation movements. The accords also mean en- 
trenching al-Sadat's capitulationiat approach. The congress has also drawn up for 
the movement 4 more advanced constitution than the previous one. This constitu- 
tion regulates the relations within the movement and organizes its internal demo- 
cratic life. 


Democratic Congress 


(Abu-Sharar added:) In view of all of this, | consider the movement's fourth con- 
gtess a democratic congress rarely seen in our area. With its resolutions and its 
outcome, this congress constitutes a step forward. Since the conclusion of the con- 
gress, we have been struggling to implement its resolutions and recommendations, 
especially on the Lebanese arena and in the occupied territories. We are proud 

of our congress, of our movement's unity and of this movement's constant ability 

to develop and to face its historic responsibilities. 





[Question] But some people believe that this democracy was for the purpose of 
pressure release’ 


[Answer] Those who have an opinion different from ours on Fatah movement's fourth 
congress are certainly unable to understand Fatah movement's unique ability to 
develop despite the complex conditions engulfing the Palestinian struggle. Those 
who speak about the movement's inability to develop are also alien to the sovement. 
Development is the law of life. Struggle from a committed revolutionary position 
leads to the observed development. Continued struggle and reinforced experience 
among the strugglers turns them from idealietic strugglers into realistic strugg- 
lers who are not afraid of confronting problems and who deal with problems and 
exert efforts to solve them in line with the goal ot deve oping and enhancing the 
revolution. 


Resettlement Is Renewed Old Note 


[Question! The issue of resettlement has given rise to questions and to clamor and 
has been exploited by numerous sides. Do you believe that this plan is presented 
seriously in the international lobbies as a solution to settle the Palestinian 
issue’ 








|Anewer) The settlement presented within the framework of Camp David and of the 
U.S. ephere of action is based on the need to resettle the Palestinians in the 
Arab countries because, in view of the leraeli rejection of the repatriation of 
the refugees, the U.S. scheme believes that the soundest solution, from the 
American viewpoint, ie to resettle the Palestinians. Thie te an old plan that 
ia conetantiy renewed, U.S, Secretary of State Dulles presented this plan in 
1954 and proposed resettling the Palestinians in the Sinai. The uprising of the 
Gaza Strip population againat the resettlement plan is well known. Four Pales- 
tinianes were martyred and tens of others were wounded in Gaga as a result of the 
Strip's uprising againet the resettlement plan. We thus find that even when un- 
arned and powerless, our people rejected resettlement. There is no need to die 
cuss their position at present, now that they are armed and that they are seeking 
to liberate their homeland with the support of the Arab masece and of interna- 
tional forces with great weight and influence, such ae the soctaliat countries, 
led by the Soviet Union, and the nonalined countries. Therefore, our abilicy to 
reject and to foil the resettlement ie stronger than ever before. Resettlement 
means the relinquishment of Palestine and the abandonment of our history as a 
atruggling people. Resettlement means our relinquishment of the simplesc rights 
enjoyed by man. Resettlement seans our acceptance of slavery, humiliation and 
third or fourth clase citizenship. Therefore, the resettlement plot is a falee- 
hood and a failure. The guarantee for foiling it is our continued arwed struggle 
to return to our homeland. 


Closure of Offices in Lebanese Cities 


{Question| What is the background and what are the dimensions of the closure of 
the Palestinian offices in Beirut, Tripoli and Sidon? Ie this « serious decision’ 


\Anewer) One of the main issues ¢ cussed by our fourth congress has been the 
iseve of the situation on the Lebanese arena. We have adopted in this regard 
resolutions stressing the importance of putting an end to all violations and of 
establishing a sound relationship with the gasses on the Lebanese areana-~-a 
relationship established on the rule that only the masses can protect the revo- 
lution and that a revolution that loses its gasses loses the reasons for its 
existence and survival. This is why after our fourth congress, we proceeded to 
adopt «a number of resolutions and seasures, including the resolution to close 
our offices outside the boundaries of our areas and camps and the resolution to 
rely on organttarion as the inatrument of communicating and of establishing our 
relations with the masees. We are totally serious in eliminating every violation 
ao. to ova ehing contraveners without any hesitation. An offense against the 
masses is an offense agatnat the revolution and the sacred cause. The Lebanese 
arena will witness further seasures on the way to establishing a sound relation- 
ship with the gasses. The masses that have shown patience, have fought and 

have sacrificed deserve full care and attention from the revolution. All the 
Paiestiotan ceststance factions are in agreement on implementing these resolu- 
‘fooe out of their common conviction on the need for a sound relationship with 
the masses. We are carrying out all these measures in coordination and under- 
standing with the Lebanese National Movement. 
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Al-Sadat's Capitulationiat Course 


[Question] Al-Sadat has recently made 4 statement apreading the news that another 
lereel will rise in Lebanon. What, in your opinion, lies behind such a statement’ 


[Anawer|) Al-Sadat is pushing in the direction of further collapses in the Arab 
area in the wake of the collapse of the Egyptian national position as a result of 
the capitulationiat course followed by al-Sadat. Lebanon ie one of the positions 
on whose collapse al-Sadat is wagering through what he has called Pierre al- 
Jumayyil's Christian mini-state. We say that Lebanon is not Pierre al-Jumayyil and 
Pierre al-Jumayyil is not Lebanon's Christians. Lebanon's national body, with 
its Muslims and Christians, is stronger than the U.5S.-Zioniet echeme and is cap- 
able of foiling thie scheme. The heroic Lebanese people who have waged throughout 
years the battle of defending their survival, of the unity of their soil and of 
their Arabism cannot submit to the Phalangis: biackmal! which is supported by 
lerael, the United States and some Arab circles. 


Exchange of Views With | rcranjiyah 


[Question) After the / July massacre in which the Phalanges Party liquidated its 
ally, the Liberal Party, you met personally with ex-?resident Sulayman Franjiyah. 
What was the nature of this meeting and was there any discussion of future alli- 
ances? 


{[Anewer) We met with ex-President Sulayman Franjtyah for consultation and for the 
exchange of views on the recent developments following the / July massacre which 
took place within the same isolationist line. We telt that ex-President Franjiyah 
has a true understanding of the nature of the area's struggle and of the Israeli 
scheme that is being implemented in Lebanon by the isolationist forces. Ex- 
President Franjiyah is fighting this plan with a1) hie capabilities and with his 
efforts to establish a noble national position in the face of this scheme. 


Resistance is Committed 


[Question] What is the Palestinian resistance's position toward the recent events 
in Lebanon, beginning with Prime Minister Salim al-Huse's resignation and the 
clashes between the Phaiange and the Liberals and ending with the designation 

of Taqi-al-Din al-Sulh to form the cabinet’ 


[Answer] Formation of the cabinet is a Lebanese affair. As is well known, we are 
committed to the Lebanese National Movement « view on any Lebanese affair because 
the movement is our natural anc true ally on the ly ese arena. 


In any case, we believe that Lebanese national detente is a national must that 
has to be realized through the conditions projected by the Lebanese National 
Movement in its document concerning national detente. Foremost among these con- 
ditions is the severance of all relations with Israel, guaranteeing Lebanon's 
unity and Arabism and guaranteeing continuation of Lebanon's democratic life 
and the freedom and survival of the Palestinian resistance in accordance with 
the agreements concluded with the Lebanese government. We cannot create any 
obstacle in the face of any real Lebanese detente because Lebanon's unity and 
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safety realize a definite interest for the Palestinian people and for their just 
cause, At Che same time, we do not disregard the importance of bolatering and 
atrengthening the Palestinian-national Lebanese~Syrian relationship because Chie 
front ie the front that continues to confront the Camp David accords practically 
and that is paying a daily price for ita confrontation againet these accords. 


(Concluding hie statements, Majid Abu-Sharar said:) There is no doubt that Lebanon 
is one of the constant targete of the United States and lerael and that partition- 
ing Lebanon or imposing fascist ieolationist contro] over it is a goal that our 
nation's enemies are seeking to realise. Therefore, the possibilities of a Large- 
scaie laraeli operation against the Palestinians in Lebanon and against Syria are 
open, especially since Camp David te facing a real crisis as a result of the firm 
Palestinian and Syrian position. This makes the war option a likely option to 
Begin in the hope that he will succeed with his forthcoming military operation 

in imposing the peace of force and in implanting his echeme firmly. We are aware 
of this and are ready to confront all circumstances, including the inevitably 
coming war which will be a war that will leave ite impact not only on the area 
but will also affect the entire international relations, including the relation- 
ship between the Soviet Union which supporte us and the United States which will 
support the forthcoming Ieraeli operation as it has supported Israel's previous 
operations. 


The features of the new political map in the area will be determined in light of 
the outcome of this war. We are exerting efforts to turn this map in the interest 
of the Arab steadfastness and confrontation forces and Arab liberation movement. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


SYRLAN-LIBYAN RELATIONS -- The Public Relations Office of the Socialist People's 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in Damascus announces that, as of the end of October 1980, 
Arab Syrian citizens will not need visas to enter Libya. Syrian citizens who 
want to visit the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya will only need to 
@how their passports or identity cards. ([Text) (Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 

7 Nov 80 p 3) 9455 
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AFGHANISTAN 


ARMED PORCES COMMANDER: TERRORISTS ARE LSOLATED 
Oslo FPRIHETEN in Norwegian 20 Nov 80 pp i, 6, 7, 10 
[Article by Kare Andre Nilsen) 


[Text] “You can write home to your paper that everything 
is all right.” So said the top man responsible for the 
defense of Afghanistan, General Abdul Quader, in an inter- 
view with FRIHETEN. 


Abdul Quader said that the months that have passed since 
the second phase of the April revolution began last year 
on 27 December have been one big success for the revolu- 
tionary forces. 


Party unity has been re-established, the Afghan army has 
regained its strength and another element has been added: 
volunteers who join up for armed service in Committees to 
Defend the Revolution. 


"We have won the masses, the reactionary groups that were 
creating instability in 70 percent of the country when Karmal 
took over last year are almost destroyed and can only carry 
out isolated terrorist attacks. Today they are isolated from 
the masses," said General Quader. 





“Today you can write home to your newspaper and say everything is all right. We 
are sure we will be able to do what we promised the people. We are sure the 
Afghan revolution will succeed in the future.” 


The san who seid that to FRIHETEN is one of the most central figures in Afghani- 
sten today. He is im the military, a general by rank and in reality he is the 
ton ‘eader of the country's defense and security. 

e of Heroes from April Revolution 


Abdu! Quader, originally «a commandant in the air force and later a colonel under 
Daoud's regime which lasted from 1973 to 1978, is now chairman of the Defense and 
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Justice Commission of the Central Committee of Afghanistan's Democratic People's 
Party. This really means that he is probably a notch higher than Defense Min- 
ister Mohammad Rafee. 


Abdul Quader is one of the heroes from the ranks of the military in connection 
with the 1976 April revolution. At that time he had been in the air force for 

18 years. He had been a member of the revolutionary party (PDPA) for many years-- 
as an underground member. Not many people knew that. His party task was to or- 
ganize party members in the armed forces. He was defense minister in Taraki's 
government after the revolution but when Maffisullah Amin had Taraki killed and 
velzed power Quader was sent to prison and underwent severe torture. He got out 
on 27 December 1979 when the second phase of the revolution was introduced. 


Amin CLA's Top Agent 


“Haffisullah Amin was the top CIA agent in Afghanistan. His assignment was to 
infiltrate our party,” said Abdul Quader who characterized the results of his 
work like this: 


"In the first place he split the party, he set friends up against each other. He 
attacked things that are sacred to the people: religion, culture and other tra- 
ditions. The result was that the masses who had enthusiastically supported the 
revolution in 1978 broke away from the party and the revolutionary regime. The 
revolution was detoured. Amin used his special tactics to weaken the party. He 
sent comrades into exile or to jail. Many were tortured and many were killed. A 
virus, a cancer, spread through the party. 


Personal Confrontations with Amin 


"These plans were rejected when we introduced the second phase of the revolu- 
tion,” said Quader, who said the reason he had to spend a year and a half in jail 
was that when he was defense minister he had come out openly against Amin. “When 
Ll understood that he was trying to destroy unity in the party I realized at once 
that things were going wrong,” said Quader who was also one of those who said at 
an early date in personal talks with Amin that he would have to quit using the 
people's money to buy two or three cars for his close friends. I referred to 
party rules and the ideological basis for party bans on that kind of corruption,” 
he said. 


But Amin did not just weaken the party from within. He also attacked those 
closest to the party, large numbers of the inte.!ligentsia, progressive people who 
wanted to work for national interests as political ‘nceyendents. They were re- 
moved, sent to jail, executed or else they fled to other countries. 


Only 30 Percent Under Control in December 


But what is the situation in Afghanistan today, almost a year since Karmal's re- 
gime took over the leadership and three-quarters of a year since FRIHETEN was 
last in Afghanistan? Abdul Quader outlined developments in this way: 











"When the second phase was introduced last December,” he said, “the situation was 
difficult. It could be said that 70 percent of the country was not under ful) 
control, things were not stable there,” 


What lines were established to win back and stabilize these parts of the country? 


Our Secret Weapon 


“We stressed three things. First we had to overcome the tendencies toward party 
dissolution, We put full emphasis on reestablishing unity in the party. Second 
we mapped out a plan that would lead to regaining the support of the masses for 
the party. And third when we had taken care of these two tasks we started to 
combat the reactionary forces that had intervened from abroad and from inside 
Afghanistan. After 56 days of the second phase, at the end of February 1960, the 
imperialiets changed their tactics. They succeeded in creating a kind of revolt 
and demonstrations in Kabul. They set fire to government buildings and cars. 
Their tactic was to force the government and the party to shoot at them in the 
middle of the capital, Kabul. It was at this time in Kabul that we set in our 
secret weapon. It was based on not using arms. We were careful not to create « 
bloodbath or any bloody demonstrations. 


New Situation Created 


“This led the people to realize who we were, who really made up this leadership. 
The mass media in the West wrote at the time that hundreds of people were killed 
but the truth is thet some of our people and some of theirs were wounded and 
taken to hospicals. We caught many of these people but we released most of them. 
This too was « major factor in getting the people to think about the kind of 
Leadership we now have in this country. The other thing we did was to start re- 
orgenizing our somewhat disorganized army. We created unity, pride and prestige 
among people in the armed forces. The military became much stronger." 


And what is the resuit after these months? 


“The result is that we have a new situation. An increasing number of places have 
been liberated from the reactionary forces. The party organization and govern- 
ment organs have been established in more and more new locations. After we lLib- 
erated these areas we gave weapons to local patriots, those who wanted to defend 
the people.” 


The genera! has organized committees to defend the revolution. What role have 
they played? 


‘They consist mainly of party members and youth group members. Our lime is: the 
ermy first. Lt liberates. The committees take over. But the job of these 

oye LS mot just to fight reactionary forces, it is also to help the people. 
‘ey .@ political work in agriculture, im economics. They fight politically and 
niliterily.” 


Are they similar to the revolutionary defense committees in Cuba? 
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"The principle is the same but there are differences, 1 was in Cubs myself a 
short time ago. But there they are divided into divisions and each one is re- 
sponsible for itself. The organization is different but the work is the same, 
We send out our groups. They keep order, return. New ones take over,” 


Military Tradition 


Did this work start after the third plenary session of the party's Central Com- 
mittee this summer or had it already started! 


“We began before the plenary session but the guidelines were drawn up there. The 
plenary session legalized the organization. The organizations! work was done be- 
fore. After the session we started putting our plans into practice in earnest.” 


Have there been great losses in these groups; have some ended up as martyrs? 


"The members of these groups first go through training in the armed forces, both 
military and physical training. Not until then are they ready to set out. There 
are martyrs among them to some extent. But | am sure our traditions here in 
Afghanistan are known. Our tradition is military. We are soldiers in this coun- 
try. We are used to fighting enemies and defending ourselves.” 


All Areas Now Liberated 


The general said that 70 percent of the country was not living under stable con- 
ditions last December. What is the situation now! Are there still places that 
are not under the control of the revolutionary rule! And what are the relations 
between Afghan military forces and the Soviet contingent? 


"Lt is true that we have a limited Soviet contingent in Afghanistan but its task 
is to strike down foreign aggression. When it comes to intervention by reaction- 
ary forces our own army has been able to handle it. There have been very few 
instances when we needed help from the Soviet contingent. 1 must say that | am 
proud that our own army has been able to fight so well for the masses and for the 
party. Im reality all locations in Afghanistan are liberated today. 


National Composition Created 


“But there are still bands that do some damage. That is what leads the western 
mass media to speculate but | can assure you that the party and the government 
are installed everywhere in Afghanistan today. Ai! ic ‘tions are liberated. We 
have managed to create a national composition. Todey we afghans are proud of our 
courage. We are proud that our own forces haven't asked the Russians to go in 
ahead of them. They haven't done this. It is in line with our own national cul- 
ture to go in first. We say, ‘L'il go first. The bullets will come at me, not 
at the friend who came to my assistance. ' 

















Gangsters Now Lsolated 


"But another secret reason why we have succeeded so well in these months is that 
we heve gained the confidence of the masses in Afghanistan, The gangsters have 
been Leolated, We are the ones who inspire confidence, not them. This is closely 
connected with the fact that we are the ones who stem from the masses. Anyone 
from the masses would not destroy them the way they do. The reactionaries have 
no respect for the masses. They destroy schools and housing. Village people are 
very poor. Often they have only one cow or a sheep. But these groups come and 
teke away the cow or the sheep, kill the only livestock they have and eat it, it 
len't hard to understand how people feel. They come to the village and ask fo: 
the prettiest woman there. Then they kidnap her. The people understand now who 
ave their friends and who are their enemies." 


Situation in Kabul Cala 


But what about the cities? How about the capital, Kabul! 1 experienced the 
events in February. There were several tense days. What now! 


"At that time they tried to paralyze life in the capital. When they met resist- 
ance outside Kabul they tried a new tactic by sending these groups into the city. 
We caught many of them. We put some in jail. We talked to a lot of them and let 
them go. The situation was entirely under our control. We adopted a calm atti- 
tude which proved to be fruitful. In recent months things have been calm in 
Kabul. The situation is stable. 


“i can assure you,” said Abdul Quader, “that today we are sure of our cause. Our 
party is a big party. We have many members. Everything is under contro! in the 
party today. In the past it could happen that some of the young people were « 
lictle pessimistic, coming up with negative views, but it is not like that today. 
We are sure we will succeed. 


Sureor’ of Masses Important 


“*eother factor that strengthens us is our comviction that we have the support o! 
|| the progressive elements in the population. We are sure that they will stick 
‘eo untll our revolutionary process ends in total victory and success. Revo- 
tion is soveletten--ane counterrevolution is counterrevolution. When the revo- 
arlomers process starts from one point counterrevolutionary elements will arise 
: another, groups of counterrevolutionaries. But the important thing is that we 
save Che support of the masses. Tt is against this background that I can say 
they will net succeed. They are not capable of carrying out any military actions, 
jus eccerist actions. They call themselves guerrillas but guerrillas are pro- 
a~essive. These people are not guerrilla fighters. They slso say they are fight- 
‘oc isltem Dut that is just « mask they assume. They burn the Koran. They 
"ply reactionary elements and that is one of their tactics. 





'feranistan Belongs to Masses 


“In Afghanistan today we have a united PDPA, a party without wings. We teil 
everyone who has confidence in our ideology to come to the party. There are also 
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many people who don't want to be in the party but support it anyway. They are 
the ones we fight alongside in the national patriotic front. We say: fight 
there. We don't discriminate against people who don't belong to the party. In 
the government alone there are three unaffiliated members. And among department 
heads, half don't belong to any party. We involve everyone willing to work for 
Afghanistan's interests and the interests of the revolution. Our stand is that 
the country is not the property of the government or the party, it belomgs to the 
masses, said Abdul Quader who concluded by characterizing the situation in these 


words: 


"My job is to supervise national defense. If this interview had taken place in 
February it would have been constantly interrupted by phone calls. In these 
2 hours there has been only one telephone call. That also tells you something 


about the situation,” 
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ALGERIA 


ALGERIAN-USSR COOPERATION TALKS 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 23 Nov 8 p 3 


[Text] The meeting at the Vice President level of the sixth session of the Pern- 
anent Intergovernmental Algerian Soviet Commission ended yesterday in Algiers. 


During its stay in Algeria, the Soviet delegation assessed with the Algerian dele- 
gation the results of the Algerian-Soviet cooperation and discussed the prospects 
of development of this cooperation, especially in the sectors of agriculture, hy- 
draulics, industry «id professional and cadre training. 


Talks with Party Representatives 


At the end of the visit of the delegation of the USSR-Aigeria Friendship Associa- 
tion, a meeting was held in the Zirout Youcet palace, to discuss the modalities 
of the forthcoming signature of the agreement protocol which should take place 
in Moscow early in 1981. 


The meeting was held in the presence, on the Algerian side, of Kamal Bouchama, mem- 
ber of the Central Committee and of the Permanent Commission of the Central Committee, 
and Chabane Al Abderrahim, governor of Constantine and Vice Chairman of the Alger- 
ian-Soviet Friendship Association. 


The Soviet delegation included Suvunov Nazar, Vice-Chairman of the Council of Min- 
isters of the Turkemenian Republic, Mr Tashliy Kurbanov, Chairman of the Union of 
Turkemenian Writers, Secretary of the USSR Writers' Union and Mr Anatoliy Richagov, 
member of the Association. 


Both parties observed that by the end of the visit of the invited delegation, 
from November 15 to 22, new possibilities are offered to extend the area of cooper- 
ation. 


The protocol draft prepared would therefore be enlarged before the signature. 

The Soviet delegation, which left Algiers the same day was greeted at the interna- 
tional airport of Houari Boumediene by Messrs Mustapha Kourdali, member of the 
Party's Foreign Relations Commission, in charge of friendshiy ~*:eciations, Had} 
Belayat, Secretary General of the Algerian-Soviet Friendshi i» tions, Oulmane 
and Fouanis, members of the Party's Foreign Relations Commis |. 1.80 the USSR 
Ambassador to Algeria and the director of the Algiers Soviet Cul ral Center. 
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Shortly before he left, Suyunov Nagar declared: "Our visit to Algeria left us with 
excellent impressions. 


We observed the efforts of the Party and the Government to improve the standard of 
living of the Algerian people.” 


“Algeria is a large construction yard," he specified, before citing a few of the 
achievements of independent Algeria. 


Mr Suyunov indicated that one of the objects of his visit was to become better ac- 
quainted with the Algerian people so as to talk about them to the Soviet people 
through the mass media. 


Referring to the question of cooperation, he declared: "I believe that the develop- 
ment of our multisided cooperation will achieve new successes for both our nations.” 
He also mentioned his talks with some of the Algerian authorities, during which they 
discussed the socio-economic development of the Turkemenian Republic. 


Finally, Mr Suyunov mentioned that they had agreed to exchange delegations of Alger- 


ian and Soviet writers, taking into consideration the importance of culture for the 
full development of both nations. 
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ALGERIA 


LETTER POINTS OUT FAULTY WORDING OF 'WORKERS, STAFF' 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 20 Nov 80 p 12 


[Text] In your Monday 17 November edition on p 2, you publish an article whose 
title refers to the “unity of staff and workers." The reason I am writing to you 
today is that I have observed that this terminology (staff and workers) is often 
used in your columns. 


Well, this is a faulty, even a deviationist wording, which does not in any way 
correspond to the definitions of the national Charter. The expression you use 
assumes in fact, or at least tends to have one believe, that the staff constitutes 
a category, if not a "class", different from the workers. The national Charter is 
opposed to this assumption. It defines unequivocally the fundamental social forces 
of the Republic, and mentions, among these forces “manual and intellectual workers" 
without establishing any distinction between the staff and other personnel members. 
For their part, the State and Party leaders have often stressed that from an ideolog- 
ical point of view, the staff represent an element of the category of workers, in 
the same way as office personnel or specialized workers. For the rest, the defini- 
tion of the "worker" concept given by the national Charter and the Constitution 

is perfectly clear and encompasses explicitly all salaried personnel. It states: 

"A worker is any person who lives by the product of his work, whether it be intellec- 
tual or manual, and does not em loy to his profit other workers in his professional 
activity." (National Charter, p 36, Constitution, Article 8). 


It is true that there are other ideologies in the world, reflecting other histori- 
cal conditions and manifesting other sociological situations, and which classify 
seprrately intellectuals or management and the manual workers. But the analysis 

of the revolutionary movement in Algeria, established by the FLN, recorded in the 
National Charter and approved by the whole Algerian nation, does not subscribe to 
such a distinction. It considers the intellectuals and salaried management staff 
as workers. This analysis is the only one valid for the Algerian Revolution and 
its militants. If for purposes of demonstration in an article, the journalist 
wishes to specify further, it would then be proper to use the terminology: "execu- 
tive staff and personnel” which does not permit any equivolcal meaning. 


I am not indulging here in a "dispute over words” with "EL MOUDJAHID." I am much 
more concerned with a basic clarification. It would indeed be highly regrettable 
if the repeated use of inadequate terms or irresponsible expressions should end 
up by causing a certain confusion in the minds, the deviationist idea of a "class 
division" between manual workers and management staff. 
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lt seemed to me the more appropriate to raise this question because in his recent 
message on the State of the Union, President Chadl!i Bendjedid has just emphasized 
that the “best trump of the Revolution on the way to progress is the management 
ataff, an upright ataff working in the shadow of humility..” 
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BRIEFS 


TAHER AUTOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK--The telephone exchange of the Taher daira 
(Jijel governerate) has just been connected with the national automatic network 

by the Post and Telecommunications Services of the Jijel governorate. This 
telephone exhange, designed for 500 lines, may be extended to 1000 lines in a 
second phase. Built within the framework of the Second Four Year Plan, it was 
commissioned locally in August 1978. For a few days now, the telephone subscrib- 
ers of thie daira have been able to reach directly and easily their counterparts 
in different areas of the national territory. It is also indicated that the tele- 
phone exchange of the Al Milla diara (1000 to 2000 lines) will soon be operational. 
On the other hand, a similar installation is expected for Ferdijioua by early next 
year. These plants will contribute greatly to the social and economic development 
of the areas of the governate. The chief town of the governate has a 5000 line 
exchange in service since | November 1977. [Text] [Algiers El MOUDJAHID in French 


25 Nov 80 p 4) 9018 


CSO: 46400 
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IRAN 


REVOLUTION MAY SUFFER FOR LACK OF STRONG PARTY 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 14 Dec 80 p 2 
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Such a phenomenon has happened in many 
countries for instance one of the main 

reasons that people deviated from the true 
course of the Revolution in the Cuban 
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IRAN 


PUBLISHED 


POLITICAL PRAYER’ ON ‘MAKTAB’ 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in Engiieh 14 Dee 80 p 2 


Political Prayer") 


[Text of "Monajat-E-Siyasi -- 
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HEAVY BANK WITHDRAWALS HURTING ECONOMY 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Dec 80 p 2 





: 
fj 





2432 


[Text } 


te 


slaty 
3 


ml nl 








3 Ht pa Al 


ita ei 





i 
i. 


33 


ah 


Hi 





55 














s@ 85 HE 

f Hf fi ir 
Hee He pit Ti 
HERE Hit tig fila ; 
es ii iui ih 

Bn itl Ite HUE THe 
ah | He GIRS alk alt i Hitt eH ait 
ae bia arty Re iyi i jut bi aL 
oe a a a 
eave badly neil ini aby i 
aH eid ined 
baud: pen . 
ea a 


















alist Aig RL ERIN ii lia 
Men fan 5 He ‘ints | 
He i Pat | Me Heh, Hh 
Nal i Th 3 3 HA if i : Hu pa-s aah 
i > He 7 Hit Ht if iad : BHI 
fB U  id nt eile 
satan def HEE teu itil 
apttiel 24 | Hee ii TDUERE INH 
- PHEE _ He Fs Hai i Hae iH if iin 





4920 


cso: 


57 








MARRIAGE LOANS ATTRACT MANY APPLICANTS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Dec 80 p | 


[Article by Mehdi Sharafi |) 


[Text | 


CSO: 


TEMRAN - A long queue of en- 
thusiastce Wwamian youths was 
witnessed 


The “marraige” loan 
“elect life. loan is bet- 
ween 100 to 500,000 rials 


and payable im long-term in 
ttalments # only approved 


for 


4920 


I 


tf 
tes 


ty 
| 
[ 


RE 
iy 


om 
i 


| 




















IRAN 


FRIDAY SERMONS STRESS POLITICAL MESSAGES 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English |4 Dec 80 p 2 


[Text } 
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THE KREMLIN-WHITE 
HOUSE HOTLINE 
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"CLERGY IS NOT SOME- 
ONE WHO SELLS HIS 
COUNTRY’, HEJAZI 


leader. ed 
Vahys juste, cautioned the 
audience 


marriages of the youth 
He “asked the families to 
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The Commander in Chief 
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cond phase” of military opera 
tions had already been com 
menced “to push back the 
enemy from the Iranian 
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[ISRAEL 


ARAB PUBLICATION VIEWS INTERNAL POLITICS 





London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 5 Sep 80 pp 32-33 


[Article by Mirwan al'Asli: "Israel Plunges Ahead With Policy of Settlements and 
Land Confiscation" ] 


[Text] The number of Israelis who think that the tenth Knesset elections will 
be held as scheduled in November 1981 is growing smaller by the day. 


The number of those who are convinced that the elections will be held before that 
date is growing continuously, especially in view of the fact that the Likud ship 
of state which took over the reins of power in Israel more than 3 years ago under 
the leadership of Begin is still being immersed in internal whirlwinds, one after 
the other, and is still being hit by storms raging against it from abroad, whether 
from international assemblies or the international community. 


For several months there have been high expectations in Israel that Begin's gov- 
ernment was about to fall and that the Knesset elections would be held this sum- 
mer. It was said that the summer would be a hot one for the Israeli political 
parties. 


When the "Shay" movement submitted a proposal to the Knesset several weeks ago to 
move up the date of the elections, the Labor Party, in opposition to the Likud 
government, launched the battle it has been waiting for impatiently since its de- 
feat in the last elections in 1977, in order to win power and restore the glory 
of ite party. However, the vote on the Shay Party's proposal brought the defeat 
of that segment of Israelis who were awaiting the hour of salvation from the 
Beein government. 


The Likud government has been facing extremely difficult conditions due to its 
political practices, its economic plans, the flaring up of social problems, and 
mfrontations in the occupied territories. Problems have been continuously 
arising within both the seat of government and Israeli society. All this has 
he causing more economic difficulties, more political isolation and more social 
of) fstons. Therefore, some israeli observers have reached the point of pushing 
the alarm button and saying that the Begin government will not remain in power 
long, no matter how stubbornly Begin tries to continue on the courses he has set 
for nis government and no matter how much the Likud coalition tries to find 
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temporary solutions in face of the cries of distress among the exasperated 
Israeli public. 


The degree of alarm surrounding the Begin government was made clear several weeks 
ago when Interior Minister Dr Yosef Burg, head of the "Mafdal Party," said, “This 
government will not be able to hold out until the end of its legal mandate." 


Also that same day, as certain Israeli newspapers mentioned, Burg did not moderate 
his opinion that the tenth Knesset elections will be held earlier than scheduled, 


possibly next spring. 


Today, many Israelis share the opinion of their interior minister. They think 
that inevitably something will happen to cause the elections to be held sooner 
than scheduled. 


Certain observers of Israel feel tha’ e election battle has actually begun, 
that the context for Knesset seats w.!! begin to heat up at the end of this sum- 
mer, and that next fall and winter \ witness an outbreak of party disputes. 
This is especially true since there , @ new hike in oil prices 2 weeks ago, and 


that will cause other price hikes in vasic necessities. It is true also because 
next winter will be difficult, just as last winter was after oil prices rose and 
caused insomnia within the Israeli society where the highest rate of inflation 
in the world has been eating away at the economy for the last 3 years. The rate 
of inflation there recently reached 133 percent and is continuously rising. 


The bitter truth many are facing has to do with a question which arises insis- 
tently: "What will save the Israeli society from the dangers surrounding it 
socially, economically and politicaliy--the Likud remaining in power or the re- 
turn of the Ma'arakh? 


The confusion of the Israelis, or of some of them at least-~-and they seem to be 

a large portion in any case--resembles more than anything else the confusion which 
tore the Israeli society apart on the eve of the last Knesset elections in 1977. 
At that time the question repeatedly asked was, "What will save the Israeli soci- 
ety from a deterioration of its political conditions, once party disputes have 
flared up and the economy has been begun to decline—the Ma'arakh remaining in 
power or the Likud coming to power?” 


The battle of the next Knesset elections, whether they are held in the spring or 
fall of 1981, will not be a simple battle according to observers. 


Some say that the battle has actually begun sooner th... expected, and that the 
Labor Party is the one which joined it when its top party officials began making 
contact with the public in Israel, including the Arab public, more than 3 months 
ago. 


Others say that the election battle was joined by members of the Likud when the 
director of the prime minister's cabinet published a memorandum of 13 pages in- 
cluding what it called the achievements of Begin's government for the people of 
Israel. 
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Observers felt that this memorandum was the "first shot" in the war of the next 
elections and that the battle had begun once the two big parties in Israel, the 
Likud and the Ma'arakh, hurled accusations at each other regarding certain prob- 
lems. These included Begin's calling on the people of Israel to contribute one 
day's pay to the state treasury, Ma'arakh's response urging the public not to 
pay, Finance Minister Yigael Hurwitz' warning about the establishment of the 
Palestinian state if the Labor Party were to return to power and the party's re- 
ply that his words were "hollow, cheap demagogzy." 


In Israel they are now saying that Begin fired the first shot of the elections 
when he refused late last June to move up the date of the next Knesset elections. 
He said by way of justification that summoning Israelis to elections ahead of 

time would mean surrendering the reins of power to the Ma'arakh and, consequently, 
surrendering "Judea and Smaria'--in other words, the occupied West Bank——to the 
PLO. 


In Israel they are also saying that one of the party games played by Begin in con- 
fronting his Ma'arakh enemies was to stand behind passage of the Jerusalem bill, 
or the "Ge'ula Cohen bill" as Israelis call it, for the purpose of heating up 
party competition before the Israeli electorate. 


Commentators on the issue say that the next electoral race will lead Israel toward 
greater intransigence and extremism and that the begging for the Israeli elec- 
torate's votes will make the battle fierce among the parties and will also make 

it a field for the right-wing race in the domain of appeais, statements and pro- 
nouncements as well as in the domain of applications, decisions and achievements 
in real terms, especially with regard to the occupied territories. 


The real fears of observers in essence are that the coming months will see prac- 
tical steps, especially in the occupied territories, such as more settlement, 
more heavy-handed measures, more confiscation of land and more economic pressure. 
All this will lead to more difficulties for Israel in facing the world, the Arabs 
and dissatisfied Israelis. 


These observers expect that Israeli extremists will grow in number and that their 
aaenene of members of the Likud will give the latter the necessary support in the 


coming elections. Also, this competition, according to these observers, will push 
members of the Ma'arakh toward more rightist extremism in their attempt to keep up 
wr enbers of the Likud in the arena of the party race. This may consequentiy 


.ica toward more intransigent positions, especially in the occupied terri- 
tories. 


m vfs connection, it is worth our mentioning that there is confusion over what 
wa. said late last June by Jad'un Jaddut, chief of information for the Heirut 
‘arcy, wnen he commented on a recent meeting between Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
s«y and Yitzhak Rabin. After he pointed out the deep-seated conflict between 
R-oin and his competitor Peres for the leadership of the Labor Party, he said, 
“Le is clear that Peres and Rabin are ready to agree with those calling for recog- 
.on of the PLO." 
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On the other hand, some observers of Ieraeli party affaira say that the coming 
electoral battle will have different features than those which Llerael has been 
accuatomed to in the past. 


They aswert that the leraeli parties are currently going through a period of un- 
precedented, harsh, internal dissension, This dieseneion will grow with the com- 
ing electoral battle. It may ultimately bring in a new parliament of “various 
colors." Consequently, it may bring in an [araeli government which does not have 
~. absolute majority or which ia incapable of passing resolutions easily in the 
uture, 


These suppositions cannot be easily verified at thie time. The battle is still 
in ite infancy. Perhaps it will be convenient to examine the expected results 
once the electoral battle in Lerael has been underway for a time. Today one can 
study the current picture of Israeli party life and throw some light on certain 
expected phenomena in the Israeli political arena. 


The Leraeli political map may seem complicated these days. Act first an Arab may 
find prominent differences and think that the distances separating the various 
parties or wings in a party represent radical or profound conflicts and that the 
splits among them are great. 


Perhaps this ie true with regard to internal Israeli political activity. Per- 
haps there are important conflicts. However, a fact which cannot be overlooked 
ie that Ieraeli political activity rallies around Zioniem as a movement with an 
ideology, a plan, a program of action and a program for application, and that the 
one exception is the Communist Rakah Party. 


According to certain observers, the conflicts concern only tactics and touch on 
7ionist strategy only very minimally. 


Any conversation with Israelis these days about their party problems immediately 
provokes @ seemingly ‘defensive’ response. They say that internal divisions 
among the parties and within a party ic something which has been associated with 
party life in Israel since its creation and is proof of how widespread democracy 
is ir [sraeli life! 


The fact is that all the parties, with the exception of RAKAH and the Democratic 
Front which heads it, are Zionist parties, as we have already said, and are ex- 
periencing what may be called the ordeal of fumbling about, due to the conse- 
quences of conditions in Israel from the occupation of 1967 until the present. 


Although the phenomenon attracting attention in th. isreeli political map is 

the fact that divisions have taken a new form during the last few years, there 

is now competition for party leadership. In the Herut Parcy headed by Begin, for 
instance, there is the so-called “legacy war.” The reason for this is the like- 
lihood that Begin will step down from leadership of the party if his doctors ad- 
vise him to retire to preserve his health or if he dies suddenly from the weak 
heart he has complained about. 


As is well known in party circles, there are two fronts within the party. One 
Supports [Israeli Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir and is known as the "Shamir 

















front," and the other supports former defense minister Ezer Welzman and is called 
the "Weilzgman men." This division has caused concern within the Likud coalition 
because observers feel that it won't be “qualified” or capable of entering the 
elections and ensuring success. Defeat would make matters more complicated, since 
observers would expect the party of the Liberals to withdraw from the coalition. 
Some even expect the Liberals would join the Ma'arakh grouping in case of an 
election defeat, and thie would be the definite end of the Likud coalition. 


Other circles say that Begin's withdrawal at an appropriate time because of his 
illness would provide the Likud an opportunity for winning the elections if in- 
ternal conflicts flare up at the last moment or a short time before the elections. 


Therefore, some observers within the Herut Party feel that the only way out of 
the present party crisis is for Weieman to form a new middle-of-the-road front 
in other words, to establish a new party--including men from other party movements. 
The independence of action in the two fronts, the Shamir front and the Wei zman 
men, would ensure the success of the Likud in the coming elections. 


Nevertheless, some vehemently resist the idea, because the establishment of « 
new party would tend to weaken Herut first of all and consequently weaken the en 
tire Likud. It would reduce the coalition's chances of winning votes which would 
help it win a majority and make it possible to govern. 


The picture inside the Labor Party isn't any better. The conflicts are deep 
rooted between the two wings--one headed by Shimon Peres and known as “Alif” and 
the other headed by Yitzhak Rabin and known ae “Auria.” 


Observers say that the latter wing has not yet officially announced its compet! 
tion with Peres for the post of party leadership, and this tends to add to the 
dilution of conditions within the party itself at the present time. The announce 
ment of ite candidacy would mean a flare-up in the fight for leadership within 
the party, and the party's fate in the next elections would be uncertain. 


The Heirut's twin party in the Likud is the Liberals Party The picture tnside 
it is also divided, especially after the recent elections jf the head of the 
tral bureau and the head of the party leadership. There have been two rivai tas 
tions, with a difference of only one or two votes between them in every election 
held. Observers have seen clear proof in these results that the party is truly 
divided and incapable of possessing strong political effectiveness. 


The situation is no different in the other small parties. MAFDAL (the party of 
religious nationalists) is currently suffering from new division, especially after 
Minister of Religious Affairs Aharon Abu-Hatzeira fired Director of the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs Yisrael Lebel. 


It ts common knowledge that the party formerly had two wings--one comprising the 
group of Interior Minister Yosef Burg and called “the Maifni,” that is “the former 
ones’ and the other comprising the group of Minister of Culture Zevulun Hammer 

and called “the Young Guards.” The party's position has become very grave during 
the last 6 months. It has come to include a third wing rallying around Minister 
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of Religious Affairs Aharon Abu-Hatzeira and called "Likud and Tamura." These 
divisions have greatly complicated the party's position. Their effect is still 
felt on the street in Israel as well as in the Israeli press these days. 


As for conditions in the Democratic Party, the shakey picture seems funny, because 
the party, a8 an Leraeli journalist says, exiete only in the person of three min- 
laters in the government and four members of the current pariiamenc. 


Members of the movement are divided among the other parties like the Liberals, 
the Rafi group and the Ma'arakh, etc. 


An Leraeli journalist said of them, “What has ensured the continued existence of 
the Democratic Party so far is the fact that they retain a good portion of party 
funds allocated to them by the Israeli government. The remaining members await 
the disappearance of one after another of them until the last one gets the party 
treasury full of money. Then the heart of the party will stop beating once and 
for all.” 


In any case, the picture of the actual state of israeli parties, as seen by ob- 
servers, confirms that the deterioration of economic conditions, the alarming in 
crease in political problems and the widening of the gap in social differences 
ever since Begin came to power have caused a deterioration of the position of 
parties themselves. Division has been growing by the day as a result of the con 
tinuous stream of problems arising in Israel, both for the government and the 
people. The surest proof of the degree and the ugliness of divisions on the 
Israeli political map is the fact that a party grouping is now in the process of 
being formed in Israel, because its supporters have not been able to obtain tele- 
phones from the Postal Authority! 


During the last 3} years Begin's government has caused the various segments of 
Israelis as much suffering as it has complicated problems and confused stands. 
All these have reflected on political and party life as well as on economic and 
social life and have placed Israel on the threshold of a difficult test. The 
electorate and the parties all stand at a fateful fork in the road. Either they 
enter a rational historical period or they drown in a sea of extremism without 














ISRAEL 


ISRAELI WATER POLICY SREN INJURLOUS TO ARABS 
Paris AL~NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL=-DUWALI in Arabic 14 Sep 80 pp L516 


[Article by Raymond al-Tawil: “The Arab Gardens Are Parched, and Water Goes 
To the Settlements First’) 


[Text] The firet condition laid down by Ierael in the autonomy talks with Egypt 
and the United States was that this autonomy, when established, would apply only 
to the population, not to the land and the natural resources, especially water. 


Teraeli offictale have constantly streseed this condition, insisting on che need 
for Ierael to control the lands of the West Bank for two purposes: firet, to 
establish settlements, and second, to ensure the free flow of rain water stored 
by the West Bank mountain aquifer, since the West Bank immediately consumes 200 
million cubic meters out of an original 700 million cubic meters, the reat being 
stored by the aquifer. In case Ieraeli control of the West Bank ends, the Arabs 
will be able to drill as many wells as they wish in the West Bank and the Jordan 
Valley, thereby reducing the stored water in Israel, since the aquifer-stored 
water in the West Bank constitutes one-third of Israel's yearly consumption. 
Israel is trying to cover its increased water consumption by developing ite own 
water resources. 


In ite 5 June 1978 issue, HA*‘ARETZ mentioned that ‘srael will face a 400-450 
million cubic meter shortage by the beginning of the 1970's, and that there 
would be a shortage of drinking water for local consumption, which would force 
[ereel to make up this shortage at the expense of water allocated for agri- 
culture. It sald that inasmuch as geographic Palestine relies basically on 

1 owecvet .alling ta the northern part of the country and on the waters of the 
Jordan River, these limited sources would be ins: fficient to meet the increasing 
needs of [Israeli consumption, especially when it comes to establishing agri- 

‘ltwral settlements in the Jordan Valley, which consume half of the West Bank's 
rear\y consumption. 


The (iret one to call attention to the need to exploit Jordan River water was 

rye English Zionist engineer Walter Sladerook (transliterated), who in 1944 
referred to the possibility of building electricity and agricultural projects 

»y intelligently exploiting the Jordan River, thereby enabling the Zionist 
movement to accomdate 4 gaillion Jews in Palestine and employ the Arabs there 

as workers on these projects. He aleo said that the Arabs who refused or 
reststed these projects could be transported to the Jazirah area of Iraq, inas- 
™. es {t was an agricultural region capable of accomodating them. He suggested 
that the Zioniets build a canal from the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea to produce 
electricity. 
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In the early 1950's, lerael invited an official from the State of Tennessee Co 
Gupervise its Jordan River projecte in cooperation with the Mikerot Water Company 
established in 1936 by the Jewish Agency and the Mistadrut. At present there ts 


@ crieta between Israel and Jordan because lerae! fe protesting Che conetrucction 
of che al-Maqarin Dam on the Yarmuk River, claiming chat Jordan's share of the 
tiver has dropped since 1967 because the West Bank now belongs Co lerael, not 
Jordan, and therefore lerael's share has increased, according to tte claim, 
from 23 million to 40 alllion cubic meters. All of thin te aimed at covering 
increased water consumption, which in 1978 was distributed as follows: 1lé, 


billion cuble meters for agriculture, 320 million cuble meters for local consum- 
ption, and 70 million cuble meters for industrial consumption, totalling 1.59 
Billion cubie meters. At the same time, Larvl's water capacity was diletributed 
as follows: 950 million cubic meters in ground water, 600 allilon cuble meters 
in Jordan River and Lake Tiberias watere, anc 80 mililon cubic Meters in water- 
falls and springs, totalling 1.63 billion cuble meters. 


No Welle For the Arabs 


In the 26 November 1978 tesue of DAVAR, lm@on Naghan said that the sources of 
lerael's and the West Bank's water were the same, and chat luckily for Lerael 
Weat Bank agriculture is undeveloped, the West Bank per capita consumpttona of wat: 
being only 40 cubic meters a year, while che israeli consumes 120 cubic meters a 
year and the Israeli settler on the Weet Bank consumes 100 cuble geters a year. 
Total Weet Bank water consumption amounts to 30 million cuble meters coming 

from 331 wells scattered throughout the West Bank, the maximum depth of which 

is 60 meters. After 1967, no Arab citizen has been allowed to drili an artesian 
well for irrigation; only 7 wells have been permitted, specifically for citizens’ 
consumption, public services such as @unicipalicties, and so forth. Meanwhile, 
Ierael has drilled 22 artesian wells, 1/7 of which in che Jordan Valley have a 
capacity of 14 million cubic meters a year as of 1978, |.e. about one-half the 
capacity of the original 331 wells in the West Bank. The reason for this greater 
capacity is that the Israeli wells are deeper and are drilled close to Arab water 
sources, some of them reaching depths of 400 meters. 


As a result of this policy, 12 Arab wells have dried up and 6 other wells are 
gradually drying up, all in the Jordan Valley close to welis recently drilled 
by the Israelis. In addition, the Israeli authorities have taken over the 
wells belonging to Arab refugees who fled the West Bank aiter the 1967 war, 
and whom the authorities have not allowed to return to their land. 


Water For the Settlements 


The wells drilled by the Israeli Mikorot Company, ir .dit.cn to the confiscated 
wells, are intended to ensure the water needs of the Israeli settlements on the 
West Bank, of which there are 150, not to mention the Caza and Golan settlements. 


Most of the water goes to the al-Ghur settlements in the Jordan Valley, which in 
1979 numbered 23 settiements on 77,200 donums of land taken away from Arab farmers. 
The Israeli authorities also confiscated 140 water pumps along the Jordan River 
which the Arab citizens had been using to irrigate the confiscated land. Six 

wells Were drilled in the Jordanian al-Ghur area ciose to Arab wells which had 

















existed prior to 1967. At the al-'Awjah watersource, 2 wells were drilled, and 
another well ia being drilled. These 3 wells are for irrigating the Itaf settle- 
ment. Al@o, 2 welle were drilled in Wadi Fasayil, only 200 meters away from the 
‘ayn Pasaytl watersource, which irrigates Arab lands. By drilling these 2 wells, 
the authorities intend to irrigate land on which the Leraeli Fafsayil settlement 
has been built. 


These 5 wells are connected to a general grid irrigating 20,000 donums of Land 

in the Jordan Valley on which the Itaf, Naran, Haghdut, Ghalghal, Tawmar, Fafsayil 
and Miswah settlements were built. ‘The Israeli wells will have a serious effect 
on the West Bank aquifer, especially in the Jordan Valley, since Israel is 
plundering an incalculable amount of water, its first concern being ensuring its 
settlements’ needs at the expense of the Arab citizens, who are forced to abandon 
their lands because water is unavailable. 


Damage To the Arabs 


The damages suffered by the Arab citizens as a result of Israel's water policy can 
be summarized as follows. 


1. ‘Twelve Arab wells have dried up as a result of the drilling of settlement 
welle close to these wells; some of the dried-up wells are those for the villages 
of Bardalah and ‘Ayn al-Bayda. 


2. Other wells have been shut down because vast areas of land have been closed off 
for military purposes. 


3. Water consumption has dropped because the Arab farmers have been forced to 
install meters on the water sources to limit the amount of water extracted, 
according to licenses which do not allow them to exceed a certain level. 


4. Six Arab wells were confiscated in al-Zaydat and Marj Najih, and signed 
over to Israeli settlements. 


5. The capacity of Arab wells has dropped, which led to the destruction of banana 
and citrus crops in the al-‘Awjah area in 1970. The farmers’ losses amounted to 
about } aillion Israeli pounds. 


6. Some 140 pumps which had ensured water for Arab lands were taken away. 


?). The farmers have been prohibited from using the channels in the plantations of 
the al-Jaftalak area, which has led to the dessication of many such plantations. 


8. Arab agricultural growth has declined because of the prohibition from drilling 
new wells for agricultural use since 1967. 


9. Agricultural cooperative societies have been prevented from getting loans, 
Arab towns have been prohibited from improving their circumstances, and those 
socteties have not been allowed to import modern tools and equipment. 
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JORDAN 


NEW JORDANLAN-ZIONIST NEGOTIATIONS -- King Husayn is conducting negotiations, on 
4 regular basis, with the leaders of the Zionist enemy in each of Eilat and 
‘Aqabah ac the rate of 3 to 4 meetings per month. Informed sources state that 
these meetings were resumed since the beginning of ‘Id al-Adha and are still 
continuing. Shimon Peres, the opposition leader of the Zionist entity, declared 
that he made contacts with King Husayn during his last visit to London. Peres 
said: “There were definitely several meetings with King Husayn and I tried to 
talk him into staying out of 1 PLO-related solution.” Peres thinks that he 
succeeded in that. He also chinks that his Labor Party's stands are considered 
an “opportunity that must be seized by King Husayn."” Peres also promised that, 
if he was re-elected, his party will not oppose the Jordanian regime's supremacy 
fm some West Bank areas if the Jordanians sign a peace treaty with Israel. Shimon 
Peres had previously announced on 14 February 1980, on the Israeli radio station, 
that he had made contacts with King Husayn when he was in London, where Peres 
Was attending the meetings of the Socialist International Parties. He said that 
King Husayn specified the meeting date in some place in London. We do not know 
{f the Amman Summit Conference will commission King Husayn or someone else to 
continue the negotiations with the Zionist enemy. The competition now is between 
Siad Barre and Gaafar Nimeire. Nimeiri will win because Siad Barre is neither 
fluent in Arabic nor in Hebrew. [Text) [Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 27 Nov 80 
p 3) 9455 
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KUWAIT 


VARIOUS OFFICIAL REACTIONS TO REAGAN'S VICTORY AS RELATED TO ARABS 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 6 Nov 80 p 3 


[Arcicle: “Sabah al-Ahmad Says: ‘We Must Change Before Demanding That America 
Change Its Policy'") 


{Text) Lit is important to us as Arabs that President Reagan try to comprehend 
the status of the Palestine question. 


Tt is expected that Reagan will take a hard-line posi*ion concerning the hostage 
iesue. 


‘awni (Battash) says: “Both Reagan's America and Carter's America are our number 
one enemy." 


Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, the deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs, 
gaid chat the results of the American presidential election are an internal American 
matter which concerns only the American people, regardless of who becomes president. 


In this first official Kuwaiti comment concerning the results of the American 
presidential election, which was won by Ronald Reagan, the nominee of the Republican 
Party, Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad added: “Above all, it is important to us as Arabs 

that the new president try to comprehend our crucial issue, which is the Pales- 

tine question.” Concerning the probability of a change occurring in American 

policy toward issues concerning the Arabs and with regard to Arab-American 
relations, Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad said: "I do not want to cherish any great hopes 
that A\mertcan policy with regard to issues concerning us will change. What is 
neeved is .or us to change before demanding that America change its policy toward 
us. 


On the other hand, the results of the American election were the focus of atten- 
tion on the part of political circles in Kuwait. Many politicians and diplomats 
expressed their expectation that radical changes will occur in America's position 
in its foreign policy, especially its policy otward the Middle East and Iran. They 
feel that this will be true especially after the new president's landslide 

victory which will give him a great impetus to implement his campaign platforn. 
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Concerning the Middle East question, some diplomatic sources have stated that 
Reagan may discard che Camp David agreements and try to create an alternative to 
them which fe more favorable and partial to Israel, especially since American 
Jews voted for hin. 


Concerning Iran, political observers think that Reagan may demand that Iran free 
the Nostages unconditionally, on the basis that negotiations between che two 
countries take place after this occurs. They said that Reagan is prepared to 
fight a war with Iran to free the hostages, and that the votes which he recieved 
from the majority of the American people will give him an impetus to carry out 
hie policy. 


The opinion which disagrees with this says that Reagan will be torced to continue 
within the same framework of current American policy, with no essential changes 
occurring, because America's strategy is one which is established and fixed, and 
does not change with changes in the presidency. 


On another political level, Mr ‘Awni (Battash), the head of the PLO office, saia 
that the United States is the number one enemy of the hopes and aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. He said that in spite of what the Arab nation has given to 
humanity, America always insists on taking a hostile attitude toward it and on 
working toward fragmenting the Arab world in order to exploit its resources. 

He added that the Palestinian people, who have shouldered rifles to wage battle 
for the liberation of Palestinian soil, already knew in advance that, whether 

the election was won by Reagan or Carter, the winner would strive to annihilate 
and obliterate Palestine's national identity. 


He said furthermore: "To all of those who are counting on America's policy, we 
say that this is not the thing that will benefit them. The thing that will 
benefit them is their cohesiveness and reliance, primarily, on their Arab nation 
and its masses and, secondarily, on their own capabilities.” 
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KUWAIT 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN FIRST HALF OF YEAR OJTLINED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 12 Oct 80 p 15 


[Article: "Fifteen Percent Rise in Liquidity in First Half of Current Year; 
Increase in Foreign Financial Transactions Expected") 


[Text] A prominent economist said yesterday that the financial developments in 
Kuwait in the first half of 1980 continued to be influenced by two major factors: 
The level of the local economic activity, including the government spending, and 
the changes in the discount and exchange rates in the international monetary 
markets. Added to these two factors, to a lesser degree, are the political develop- 
ments in the area. 


In an article published by AL-IQTISADI AL-KUWAYTI [Kuwait Economist], a magazine 
published by the Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Dr Ziyad Taqi says that 
the total liquidity available in the market in the first half of 1980 rose by 
nearly 15 percent (343 million dinars) compared to a rise of five percent (89 
million dinars) in the corresponding period of 1979. 


Interest [discount] rates in the local market dropped during the first half of 
1980 below the rates prevailing in the international money markets. 


Dr Taqi, who is the executive director of the Economic Research and Market ing 
Department of the Kuwait National Bank, has noted that there are three main factors 
that influence local liquidity, namely: The net government spending pumped into 
the local economy, the banking credits and the private sector's net transactions 
with the outside world. 


Injection of 1.2 Billion Dinars 


Taci has said that the sum injected by the government during the first half of 
1980 is estimated at 1.2 billion dinars, i.e. with am increase of 20 percent over 
the first half of 1979. Moreover, the government injected additional sums of 
liquid monies through the purchase of private sector stocks in the Kuwaiti Trans- 
portation Company and the stock of the United Arab Maritime Company offered to it. 


Dr Taqi added that he expects the total government spending in 1980 to range from 
2.7-3 billion dinars, taking into consideration an increase of 30 percent in the 
government spending estimated in accordance with the general budget for fiscal 
year 1°80-81. 
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As for banking credit, it rose by 8.6 percent (181 million dinars) in the first 
half of 1980, compared to 16.6 percent (259 million dinars) in che first half of 
1979. It is expected that 1980 will witness a change in the direction of increased 
foreign transactions. 


Dr Taqi has also pointed out that the (balance of the existing assets of the com 
mercial banks) amounted to 4,864,000,000 dinars by the end of June 1980, thus 
realizing an increase of 572 million dinars (13.3 percent) in the first half of 
1980 compared to 450 million dinars (13.7 percent) in the first half of 1979. 


Central Bank Policy 


As for the monetary policy and the Central Bank's measures, Dr Taqi has said that 
the Central Bank has continued its efforts to regulate and control the money and 
credit level in the local economy. 


Insofar as regulation is concerned, the Central Bank has introduced a new measure 
concerning liquidity that requires banks to maintain a certain percentage of their 
liquid assets in the form of interest-earning bonds issued by the Central Bank. 


On the other hand, the Central Bank has continued, through jawboning, to urge the 
commercial banks to be more careful and cautious in giving credit for speculation 
purposes and to work gradually to reduce the rate of open drawing versus the rate 
of loans in the total credit facilities. 


Moderate Liquidity 


Dr Taqi has also said that the developments in the Kuwaiti monetary system in the 
second half of 1980 are proceeding in the direction of realizing a relatively 
moderate rate of liquidity in the market generally. 


As for the particular conditions changing from day to day, they are influenced 

by two factors: The first is embodied in the volume and stability of the govern- 
ment spending pumped into the banking system, keeping in mind that the figures 
allocated in the budget show an increase of 30 percent over last year. 


The second factor is embodied in the gap between the existing interest rates for 
the dinar on the one hand and the foreign currencies on the other. This gap will 
have its impact on the movement of capital from and into the banking system. The 
recent hike in interest rates paid for the dollar has caused the local interest 
rates for the dinar to rise. Unless the gap exceeds four to five percentage 
points, it is unlikely that there will be a massive outflow of capital to the out- 
side world, as happened in the first quarter of 1980. 


While the fiscal year is approaching its end, it is normal for the commercial 
banks to be more cautious in possessing assets in an attempt to reflect their 
budgets in their best form, paying special attention to the quality of these 

assets and the degree of their liquidity. 
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KUWAIT 


NATIONAL OIL COMPANY ANNUAL REPORT PUBLISHED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 27 Oct 80 p 17 


[Article: "Annual Report of National Oil Company; Al-Mutayr: Record Profits 
and Sales in International Markets; 20 Million Tons Marketed VYrofits 122 Million 
Dinars") 


[Text] The Kuwaiti National 011 Company has issued its annual report for 1979. 
The report includes a word by Ahmad 'Abd-al-Husayn al-Mutayr, the chairman and 
appointed [al-muntadab] member of the Board of Directors, and a review of the 
company's prominent characteristics, activities in planning, projects, refining, 
marketing and maritime transportation, its manpower, subsidiary companies and 
finances, a review of the profit and loss account and explanations on the finan- 
cial data concerning 1979. 


Following is the text of the word of Ahmad al~Mutayr, the chairman of the Board 
of Directors, in which he discusses the company's total works and accomplishments 
last vear: 


The year 1979 was characterized by rapid changes in the world markets of refined 
oil derivatives. The demand for these products rose, thus causing their prices 
to rise considerably. In its capacity as a refining company, the “uwaiti Nationa! 
Oil Company benefited from the constant supply of crude oil and from the opera- 
tional flexibility characterizing al-Shu'aybah refinery. These factors put the 
company in a position which enabled it to respond to and benefit from these rapid 
changes. This is reflected in the excellent financial results realized during 
the vear. 


The international marketing sales reached a record figure of 19.7 million tons of 
various oil derivatives. The company was also able to enter new markets, in addi- 
tion to maintaining its strong position in the traditional markets. As a result 
of the increase in the volume of international sales and of the considerable in- 
crease in the profit margin for refining operations, the company realized record 
figures in its profits resulting from its commercial transactions in the inter- 
national markets--profits amounting to nearly 122 million dinars. 


In the sphere of the refining industry, the efforts were focused throughout the 
year on improving the operational efficiency in order to increase the refined 

volume and to enhance the quality of the products. Nearly 186,000 barrels were 
refined in al-Shu'aybah refinery daily, with an increase of 11 percent over the 
preceding year. The company continued in its efforts to complete the process of 
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integration among the refineries operating in the country in order to realize the 
highest degree possible of operational flexibility by connecting the refineries 
with pipelines that enable them to exchange products and to perform the mixing 
and processing operations according to what the circumstances require. The com- 
pany also continued to pay attention to curtailing pollution and to studying the 
means capable of reducing energy consumption in the processing operations. 


Regarding the local marketing operations, the company continued to set up new 
filling stations in the various parts of the country to meet the increasing demand 
for oil derivatives. Benzene sales realized an increase of 12.4 percent over the 
preceding year. The sale of lubricant oils produced by the company in the oil 
mixing plant also realized a big increase amounting to 4] percent over the pre- 
ceding year. Ome of the most important projects whose implementation was started 
in order to improve the services of the local marketing operations was the con- 
struction of the new central warehouse for oil derivatives which is expected to 
start operating by the end of 1980. 





In the sphere of maritime transportation, the new tanker Bahrah has been added 
to the company's fleet, thus bringing the number of tankers owned by the company 
to three tankers. By the end of the year, a bid made by a shipbuilding company 
to build four more tankers for oil derivatives was approved, with an option for 
building two more tankers. It is expected that these tankers will be delivered 
in 1981 and the beginning of 1982. 


The success achieved by the company in its various operations during the year was 
the result of the sincere efforts exerted by all the company's workers at all 
levels. Our many thanks and deep appreciation to all of them and to every official 
of the state ministries and official departments who has supported the company. 


Prominent Features 


Following are the company's prominent features: Net profits in 1979 rose from 

29.5 to 156.5 million dinars. Sale revenues rose from 499 million to 1,057,000,000 
dinars. The volume of international sales rose from 16.4 to 19.7 million tons. 

The volume of aircraft fuel sales rose from 385 to 454 million liters. The volume 
of local sales rose from 1,606,000,000 liters to 1,739,000,000 liters. 


As for al-Shu'aybah refinery, the volume of the incoming crude rose from 167,000 
barrels daily in 1978 to 186,000 barrels daily in 1979. The rate of incoming 
crude in ‘Abdallah Port refiner rose from 81,000 barrels daily to 82,000 barrels 
daily. Finally, the number of the company’s emp’oyees rose from 3,661 employees 
in 1978 to 3,987 employees in 1979. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE INVESTMENT -- Yesterday an agreement was signed to make a commercial 
paper loan to the paper manufacturing company “Daishowa," (Ltd.) which is one of 
Japan's well-known paper manufacturing companies. The issuance of these bonds 

is being administered by the Kuwaiti Trade, Contracting, and Foreign Investment 
Co., which signed the agreement in its corporate headquarters. The issuance of 
the bonds is being co-administered by the Sumitono International Financing Co. 
The loan totals $15 million and will be converted into Japanese yen, in the 
interests of the borrower, on the bas‘s of a fixed rate set by the agreement. The 
loan matures 15 November 1987, and is guaranteed by Sumitomo Bank Ltd. The bonds 
Bear a semi-annual interest rate of 8.7 percent, with an issue rate of 100 
percent. At any time during or after 15 November 1984 the company may demand 

the return of either a portion or all of these bonds, but this will be on the 
basis of a fine which begins at a rate of 1.5 percent and is reduced 0.5 percent 
every year until maturity. The bonds are registered in the Luxembourg Stock 
Exchange. Joint administrators of the issuance of the loan are the Kuwaiti 
Investment Co., the Saudi National Commercial Bank, the Arab National Investment 
Bank, and the Banque de Paris et des Pays-Bas. The Japanese company will 
utilize this loan in order to finance part of its program for expenditures in 
Japan. [Text] [Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 12 Nov 80 p 15] 9468 
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LEBANON 


LEBANESE LEADER DISCUSSES U.S. VISIT, LEBANON SITUATION 
London AL=HAWADITH in Arabic 24 Oct 80 pp 19-21 


[Interview by AL-HAWADITH Washington Correspondent Muhammad ‘Abd al-Mawla with 
Lebanese Leader Raymond Iddih: “Raymond Iddih to AL-HAWADITH: In Washington I 
Found That the Gulf's Oil is More Important Than Lebanon's Apples") 


[Excerpts] Raymond Iddih had postponed his visit to the U.S. 
twice before. The first time was when the Afghan crisis 
erupted following the Soviet military intervention there. 
lddih concluded that officials in Washington would not be 
very interested in Lebanon at such a time. The second time 
was when American secretary of state Cyrus Vance resigned. Py 
He mac it on the third attempt, but the American administra- 
tion is busy with the election campaign. What Iddih might 
say to the Carter people could become irrelevant if Ronald 
Reagan were to win the elections. Nevertheless, talking 

to Raymond Iddih is important wherever he may be--especially, 
wher he is visiting Washington. 


When Raymond Iddih, the leader of the National Bloc Party in Lebanon, opened the 
door of his suite in a Washington hotel for me, he was carrying a book by Gibran 
Kahlil Gibran and some typewritten papers. Before I could exchange greetings with 
him and ask him about his health and life in his temporary self-imposed exile in 
France, he said: “You came at the right time. Listen to what I was reading by 
the Lebanese philosopier-poet Cibran: [passage omitted] 


"That's not my concern,” 


. [idibe “These words apply to the Arab nation.’ 
he answered. “As far as I am concerned, they unfortunately apply to Leba.von. 
Before we got into an argument about whether the Arabs or the Lebanese were in- 
tended by Cibran's words, it suddenly occurred to me that Iddih was avoiding the 
\esue which broughe him to the U.S. in the first place. So I said: “Let's leave 
Gibran aside There are more important issues which I would like to discuss with 
you. Tell me, please, about your talks with the Americans on the question of 
Lepanon. 


Iddih did not want to talk about his visit to Washington and New York, but [ inter- 
fected: ‘What else can we talk about’” So he said: “Americans on all levels 

are so preoccupied with the oil war in the Gulf that no one wants to bother about 
the apples in Lebanon. O11 is far rore important than apples." 
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Iddih wiehes that he had not come to the U.S. “Had I delayed my trip for two 
days," he said, " | would have postponed the trip as I had done three times be- 
fore. I planned to come last October, but I put off the visit because of the 
problem of the hostages. Then | thought of coming last January, but the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan made me postpone the vieait again. And last May, I had 
to postpone the visit vet a third time because of Vance's resignation and the 
appointment of Edmund Muskie later as the new secretary of state." 


[Question] But would it not have been better if you had come earli.r and become 
the first [Lebanese] to talk to the new secretary and offer your views on the 
Lebanese problem before he listened to someone else? 


[Answer) Americane Like to read about a problem first then listen to the views 
of others about it. Muskie needed to study the problea. 


[Question] As long as we are talking about America, let me ask you this. You 

are known to have strong opinions and to hold on to them to the point of intransi- 
gence. This is why you have never been able tc become president. is it true that 
one word from you to the Americans -uld have gotten you the presidency? 


{[Answer| Let me answer your question by breaking it down into its historical 
elements. What you have said involves more than one question. First, you charac- 
terize my belief in my country as an act of intransigence. Let me ask you this: 
Have not events corroborated by fears and warnings which I've repeated until I've 
grown weary. I want you to know that ay policy is based on certain principles 
whose ultimate aim is the protection of Lebanon's unity, territorial integrity, 
independence and sovereignty. This is a policy which | have maintained ever 

since I entered the chamber of deputies in 1953. I have often drawn attention to 
Israel's expansionist aims in southern Lebanon, namely, its intention to seize 

the Al-Litani river. I have badgered the various Lebanese governments to ask 
Syria to appoint an ambassador in Beirut and to have a Lebanese ambassador stationed 
in Damascus, as is common among all the Arab states. Syria and Jordan 1s well 

as Syria and Iraq exchange ambassadors. iraq and Jordan are as close to Syria 

as is Lebanon. I have it on historical evidence that Syria wants to retrieve 
Tripoli, the ‘Akkar region and Al-Biqa' from Lebanon.” 


Raymond Iddih adjusts his seat, then goes on: “In 1958, the aim of ‘Abd al-Hamid 
al-Sarraj}, who stirred up the events in Lebanon that year, was to make Lebanon 
the third star in the flag of the Umited Arab Republic. Lebanon is thus like 
Poland. Both of its ne‘ghbors want to carve it up. My aim, therefore, was to 


call attention to the dangers surrounding Lebanon. In 1964, when President ‘Abd 
al-Nasir wanted to change the course of the ..ibucaries of the River Jordan--that 
is Al-Hasbani, Al-Wazzani, Banyas and Al-Yarmuk--I t.°c vi csident Charles Hilu, 


who had just assumed the post of president, that the courses of Al-Hasbani and 
Al-Wazzani cannot be changed unless Lebanon called for international for es to 
protect the utilization of the waters of Al-Hasbani. I insisted on using the term 
“water utilization” because Lebanon was entitled to utilize its waters, which 

it badly needed, and because the term water utilization had a greater ir>act on 


world opinion than the term “changing the course of a river.” I also told Presi- 
dent Hilu chat the waters of the Ai-Wazzani river--which is an offshoot of the 
Al-Hastani--should be left alone to flow into Lake Hulah, because Palestine had 


legitimate rights to Al-Wazzani. Israel today claims those rights. The Al-Hasbani 
river, on the other hand, is 100 percent Lebanese. Its source lies at a distance 
of 20 kilometers from the borders. Lebanon needs the waters of Al-Hasbani for 
drinking and irrigation. 
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"President Hilu did not pay attention to my remarks. In September 1965, operations 
to change the course of Al-Wazgzani began. On the same day, a single leraeli 
warplane shelled the equipment and machinery despite the presence of Syrian tanke 
sent to protect the operation of changing the course of the river. That put an 
end to the myth of changing the course of the river Jordan.” 


Without pausing long enough for us to ask a question, he goes on in hie usual 


nervous manner: ‘Israel wants to take Lebanon's waters. Thies is why it prevents 
any operation designed to utilize the waters of Al-Litani and Al -HNasbant 1 was 
told that Israel has a special department concerned with Al-Litani river. ! have 


not been able to verify this claim thus far. Therefore, how can I soften my posi- 
tions and concede the rights of the Lebanese people to their land and waters? 

Il am not asking for anything from anyone. All that I want is to satiafy my coneci- 
ence as a deputy, that is as a representative of the people in t » chamber of 
deputies. When I hold talks with foreign governments, I do so only in my capacity 
as a deputy.” 


[Question] What about the claim that you could have the presidency if you were 
to say the word? 


{Answer} | am not an opportunist and I have never asked a foreign state to appoint 
me as president. This is not to say that I shirk responsibility or that 1 turn 
away from my duties. I am at the disposal of the Lebanese people. It is the 
Lebanese people alone who can determine whether | can serve them in any particular 
capacity. The Lebanese people can influence their representatives who choose the 
president, unless, of course, the president is appointed by the bayonets of others. 


{Question| I heard it said that you are playing the same role De Gaulle had 
played after the fall of France in World War II. Is it really your ambition to 
be Lebanon's De Gaulle? 


faAnswer! If I could become another De Gaulle I wouldn't hesitate one minute. 
But for someone to play the role of De Gaulle, he should first be a “De Gaulle.” 
I am one of 99 members in the Lebanese chamber of deputies. De Caulle was able 
to play the historical role which he had played because he belonged to a people 
with a history of deep national loyaity--a people which had fought and paid dearly 
in lives in order to protect the borders of their country. In Lebanon, we have 
a different situation. For 37 years, the Lebanese state was incapable of making 
the Lebanes@ people cling to all the territories of the Lebanese r cublic. National 
lovealt) means that every Lebanese should cling to his village or area. But if a 
~osteeant of Kisrwan is asked whether Lebanon should give up the «south to put an 
end to Israel's war against that area, he would probably savy: Let's give up the 
south end be relieved. And if a southerner is told that he may ‘ave to go to war 
vith a foreign country because it has designs on ‘Akkar and Tr poli, his a swer 
will be: Why don't we abandon those areas and put an end to our trouble. What 

am driving at is that national loyalty has not permeated all the Lebanese whereby 
a southerner would fight in defense of the north and a son of Kirwan would go to 
war in detense of the south. The French people fought twice for the sake of 
Alsace and Lorraine. The French people, especially the French settlers outside 
France, supported De Gaulle. When the Gaullists came to Lebanon and Syria in 1941 
they did not hesitate to fight the Vichy authorities, and they defeated then. 
In this connection, I would like to sav that not a single French soldier, either 
from the Vichy or the Caullist forces, was allowed to loot or destroy civilian 
houses or factories in Lebanon. Not a single French soldier was allowed to plunder 
banks or cars or to attack the Lebanese police. 














[Question] Raymond Iddih is hareh in his criticiem of things and there are some 
Lebanese who suggest that you should forw a third party which offers positive 
slogans. They accuse you of being a negative cricic. 





[Anawer)] As a deputy, it ie my duty and right to criticize the rulers when they 
do not act in accord with the interests of the Lebanese people. They have the 
sight to anawer me and prove me wrong. It is my right and duty to criticize any 
Minister who does not carry out his duties. But | have never allowed ayself to 

be abusive against anyone, because it ia not in ay nature to be #0. Political 
criticiem of and attack on the conduct of rulers te one thing and personal abuse 
is something elee. Yes, | have attacked the government. I have also criticized 
the president for approving the Cairo agreement without advising the cabinet or 
the chamber of deputies about ite terms. it was my right and duty as a deputy 

to criticize the president there and to call on the chamber to reject that agree- 
ment which no other Arab state would accept for iteelf. When I and ay party's 
deputies stood against the Cairo agreement, our stand was positive not negative. 

I had been calling for intermational forces since 1964. The positions which I 
had taken when it was decided to change the course of the Al-Hasbani river, when 
Israel attacked Beirut airport in late December 1968 (I was then a cabinet minister) 
and especially after the Ieraeli army's attack on southern Lebanon on 15 March 
1978--all those positions are positive not negative. Time has proved how positive 
those positions were. Those who criticize me, be they deputies or ministers, 
should have the courage to tell the Lebanese people what positions they had taken 
on the question of the Cairo accord and the request for international forces. 
Those who have dragged Lebanon into the present disaster do not have the right 

to open their mouths and criticize those who have exposed themselves to danger in 
defense of the homeland's sovereignty. As for those who want me to form a third 
party, well, let me tell them that there is such a party, namely, the National 
Bloc. It is not a sectarian party, a fascist-Nazist party or a party which cooper- 
ates with Israel one day then cooperates with someone else another day. The 
National Bloc is a democratic party which believes in democratic freedoms, upholds 
the unity of Lebanon and its people and seeks peaceful coexistence among the sons 
of the same homeland. 


[Question] Let's be realistic. A wise man has once said that it's not enough 
to tell the truth, one has also to live by it. You have spoken the truth about 
the problems of Lebanon. When do you become the man who would live by and for 
that truth? 


For the first time in four hours of nonstop conversation, Mr Iddah looks quite 
sad and forlorn and heaves a long sigh. 


{[Anewer}] I do not believe that I can. Countries whi.» have suffered the same 
kinds of tragedies [as Lebanon] were able to get rid of their usurpers only through 
a government in exile. Lebanese politicians are not likely to form any such 
government. (Karamanlis) stayed in exile for 11 years, but he was able to face 
the colonels who ruled Greece and to rally the people from his exile. At any 
rate, does a resident of Kisrwan today have freedom of political action when he 
is under the control of a single party? So what do you expect me to do with 
truth in such a situation? Ever since I left my country following the attempt 
on my life, I have dedicated wyself to the goal of liberating my country. But 
I am still alone. My role is fraught with dangers and risks. Lebanese politi- 
cians do not like to court danger and take risks and would rather steer clear 








of trouble and protect their own hide. It may be that | am not worried about pro- 
tecting my own hide because | am single. If someone says, “Why then don't you 

go back home’, I will anawer him that the reason is that I want to preserve 

my pride and dignity, that I do not want to satisfy, unnecessarily, those who 

had ordered the murder of Kamal Junblatt. It's not death that worries me, but 
torture. God rest the soul of the [late] owner of this magazine. 


[Question] You say that Lebanon has been partitioned. Can this problem be solved 
through the advent of a historical man or through joint action? 


(Answer) A historical man cannot emerge among a people who pay no attention to 
history or to their country in general, as I had mentioned earlier. A historical 
man cannot change things on his own and without help and support. Even De Gaulle. 
Without help from the allies--that is America and Britain--and later from the 
Soviet Union, he would not have been able to liberate his country. Which power 
wants to help anyone liberate Lebanon today’? Which Arab or foreign state--regard- 
less of who the historical man may be--wants to liberate Lebanon at the present 
time’ 


(Question) You have said more than once that America has had a major role in the 
conspiracy against Lebanon. If so, are you now in America to ask the officials 
here to put an end to the conspriacy? 


[Anewer] I said that Kissinger's America--and not America per se--has carried 

out Moshe Dayan's policy, when it decided to partition Lebanon so that the Pales- 
tinians residing in Lebanon may settle in the Islamic part of the country, that is 
north of the Al-Litani river. Some of the American [igures with whom 1 met admit 
Kiseinger's mistakes. At any rate, President Sulayman Franjiyah has himself ad- 
mitted that, although belatedly. In an interview with the weekly AL-JUMHUR AL- 
JADID of 4 May 1978, he stated that when he and Henry Kissinger met (in Riyac) 
before 1974, Kissinger “had just completed drawing up a plan designed to stir 
troubles in Lebanon and give the south to the Palestinians in implementation of 
Israel's masterplan.” After his talks with Jimmy Carter in Geneva, Syrian presi- 
dent Hafiz al-Asad himself stated in an interview with AL-MUSTAQBAL on 25 June 
1977, that America was determined at the time to undermine the Egyptian-Syrian 
solidarity which developed after the 1973 war. He added that "America then tumed 
its attention to Lebanon to trigger the slaughter there. When the troubles erupted 
in Lebanon, a convergence occurred between the American and Soviet policies...” 

My charges against Fiesineer do not prevent me from meeting with officials in the 
American administration today, especially since Kissinger is no longer in the State 
opavtment. cven Lf Reagan wins the elections, he will mc ask Kissinger to take 
over the State Department. It may be that Kissinger felt that he would be serving 
his country's interests if he destroyed Lebanon and the Christian-Islamic coexist- 

see in Lebaron and if he imposed [Palestinian] resettlement in the Islami sec- 

tion of Lebanon. He may have believed that this is the best way to solve the 
Palestinian probiem and consequently the problem of Israel's existence in the 

regicn, whereby America would then be spared trouble. But surely Kissinger must 

have realized that what he did in Cambodia was not in America's interest, that the 
partition of Cyprus did not solve the troubles and problems between the Greek 

and Turkish Cypriots. He must have also realized that Lebanon cannot be legitimately 
partitioned because no state would recognize such a partition. A state that is 

not recognized by other nations will have the same status as that of Sa'd Haddad's 


state 





(Question! Do you think that America has a set policy kl banen whether Kissinger 


is in office or not. We know that the two mainsta ot American policy in the 
region are: The encouragement of sectarian slates, CO justify lerael's existence 
as 4 theocracy, and the belief that the existence of larae!l is in the strategic 


interests of the U.S. because it can be a barrier in che face of Soviet expansionism 
in the Middle East. 


[Answer] I still hope that the American people, regardless of who the president 
ie, will remain a democratic and freedow-loving people The majoricy of the 
American people believe in vod and will never aiiow l[erael | festrov Lebanon 
because also believes in God. This little country, Lebanon, has given the world 
a mode) of coexistence. lerael is trying to cesecro ir today because Lebanon was 
a model of peaceful coexistence between two major religions--Chriatianity and 
Lelam | came to New York and Washington, and | will come again after the elec- 
tions, because Lebanon needs to persuade the otticials in America that it is in 


the incerest of the American people to restore Lebanon as a country of coexistence 
and freedom. As for the premise that [srael is a barrier in the face of Soviet 
expansion in the region, | hope that America will come to realize soon that Israel 
has not prevented the Soviet Union from getting into the region and will not be 
able to play the role assigned to it, that is to prevent Communist intrusion into 
the Middle East. The events which have taken place in Lebanon because of Israel's 
ambitions and policies have opened the doors to Communism. As I have said 2 vears 
ago, we may see another Cuba in the region. 


‘Question! You know quite well that the Soviet Union is a party to the problem 
of Lebanon--at least through many other parties. The Soviets can stand in the 
face of any possible solution by acting through those other parties. Given that, 
don't you think that you should also talk to them as you talk to the Americans? 


‘Answer! The Soviet Union is helping non-Lebanese parties against Lebanon. The 
arms that have soured into Lebanon are Soviet arms. This does not mean, however, 
that the Sovie Jnion cannot agree to the preservation of Lebanon as an independent 
and sovereignty, state within its given borders. But I am apprehensive about the 
recent agreement between Svria and the Soviet Union, for Syria may use its new 

ties with Moscow to reintorce its presence in Lebanon. 


[Question] Many Arab parties are deeply involved in Lebanon. Why don't you go 
and talk to them? 


[Answer] The Arab states were quite happy that Lebanon is the only war arena in 
the region. Therefore, I saw no need to persuade those states to come to 
Lebanon's aid. The fire, however, has begun to spread to the Arab countries. Of 
course, | do not wish for them to have the same fate of Lebanon, but [ do hope 
that some Arab states lay aside their indi! er e and help Lebanon overcome the 
conspiracy against it. I also hope that those stace: as real sisters to 

" 


Lebanon instead of just paying lip service to the wor. ‘sister’ in the press and 
in some communiques. 


[Question] Finally, is there a message you would like to address to the Lebanese 
from Washington? 


[Answer) I would like to reiterate to some of the Lebanese people the words of 
Gibran Kahlil Gibran: ‘You have your Lebanon, I have mine. You have your 
Lebanon and its problems, I have my Lebanon and its beauty. You have your 
Lebanon and all its disputes and conflicts, and I have my Lebanon and all its 
dreams and aspirations.” 
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MOROCCO 


MINISTER M'HAMED DOUIRI: ARABI: TION, 196) BOUIPMENT PLAN 
Casablanca LA VIF PCONOMIOUE in French 25 Nov 50 pp i, 6 
[Article: 'M'Hamed Douiri Presents 1981 Equipment Plan") 


(Text) M'Hamed Douiri, minister of equipment and national development, in the 

course of a speech given at the beginning of the i5th century after the Hegira, 
announced a series of measures which he intends to apply in his ministry and reviewed 
actions undertaken, especially in the framework of the program of Arabization. The 
main points of his speech follow: 


The Training of Technicians 


No one is unaware of the importance which training of technictans should have in the 
development of a country which has plaved an important cultural role throughout history. 
Thus ic is that we should work in order te provide our country with a national form 

of technology. 


As 1 told you last vear on a similar occasion, our ministry, which gives a role of 
primordial importance to che training of technicians, has established a “Directorate 
of Training.” This directorate will be cherered in particular with preparing training 
programs in terms of the need for each type and with developing scientific research 


Scientific and Technical Research 


In the same way, in the course of the coming year, the ministry will establish an 
organian r eclentitic research as weil as research laboratories in the areas of 

, lic works. These laboratories will be provided with the most 
modern equipment and will be administered by Moroccan engineers. 


The tinistry ts presently undertaking, in collaboration with planning off‘ces 

ec ced by Moreccan nationals, studies which should permit the initiation of new 
mec! ministration These new methods should make it possible to 
det the policy to be followed in the matter of equipment and to identify the 
lifferent persons responsible at the time of decisionmaking. In the same way they 
should contribute to optimize the return on investments. 


Owerail Port Plan 


Considering the encouraging results obtained from the application of the overal) 


road plan, a study base been undertaken regarding preparation of an overall port plan. 
In the same way a similar study concerning water problems will be undertaken in the 
next 5 yerr 
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In the course of the coming year the ministry will publish a “flow board” which 


will make possible better control and follow-up of public works projects under way 

as well as an improved system for identification of needs 

Reform of Laws and Regulations Concerning the Civil Service 

In the social affairs sector the Ministry of Equipment and National Development has 
proposed a revision of the laws and regulations app.ying to Che civil service, While 
waiting for approval of these revisions studies wi also be undertaken in the 
ministry to encourage promotion trom within the civil service. 


Further, a proposal has been made to reduce from / to 5 years the period necessary 
to obtain the civil service status for workers paid on a daily basis. In this way 
about 1,000 daily-paid workers will be accorded civil service status this year. 


Regarding distribution of housing for civil servants, measures already undertaken 
have begun co produce results. In agreement with the Ministry of Housing and Terri- 
torial Management parcels of land and houses will be reserved for junior civil 
servants in the future programs of that ministry. The proposal made by our ministry, 
that is, to reserve 2 percent of the equipment budget for the construction of housing 
for civil servants, has been well received by the government. 


The experiment undertaken by the Directorate of Hydraulics Affairs concerning vacation 
facilities will be extended to all directorates. 


Priority for Transportation Pools 


In order to ensure the availability of transportation to all civil servants, the 
ministry will develop a prog,’ m for the purchase of vehicles tor transportation and 
to lower the purchase price of privately-owned vehicles. 


Restoration of Religious Practices 


The social) role of our ministry is not limited solely to the employees of the Ministry 
of Equipment but is applied to all state employees, particularly in the religious 
sphere. Our country must not continue to perpetuate habits inherited from colonialism 
but must regain its appearance as a country authentically Mus.im in outlook. Whereas 
during the colonial period our children did not attend schoo: on Fridays, they do 

30 now. They should use this day to go to the mosques and deveiop their religious 
education. 


Friday As a Weekly Holiday 


Therefore, in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty King Hassan II, the vrime 
minister has prepared a draft decree to make Friday into a weekly holiday. 


Against Extension of Alcoholic Drinks 


Further, regarding the extension of alcoholic drinks, which is becoming more and 
more general in our country and which is contrary to our religion, the prime 
minister, in accordance with the instructions of His Majesty King Hassan II, may God 
glorify him, has given instructions to put an end to this traffic. 
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NO More foretlen Planning ces 


In the framework of its task of supervision of the construction and public works 
sector, the ministry is undertaking serveral actions at the government level to 
reactivate this sector. The ministry has ended its program of ooperation with 
foreign planning offices and will only enter into contracts wit Moroccan planning 
offices and enterprises, W th the exception o!f cases where a fore ign enterpriss 
paying tor the protect, on condition that the work will be undertaken by Moroccan 
companies. 


Offictale for Mor cat Enterprises 


Further, in order to permit Moroccan enterprises to have enough Moroccan staff, th 
ministry has decided to provide such enterprises with engineers and supervisory staf! 
anc to permit officiais of the ministry with long experience to join the private 
sector 


No More Foreign Officials 


Action will be taken to require private enterprises to recruit Moroccan emplovees. 
instead of relying on foreign emplovees. 


Arabization of Correspondence 


Since everyone knows the important role played by the program of arabization in t 
development of our untry, within the ministry we have arabized all correspondence 
and converted stenographers who previously worked in French to working in Arabi: 


in the same way we are going to arabize procedures for letting of bids and entering 


int I 
To taciiita this work, the ministry has prepared a technical dictionary which will 
soon be cistributed to the different government services. 
New Equipment Lf 
In accordance with the instructions of His Majesty Kine Hassa i, may God glorify 
him, equipm rocured by our ministry will be carried out in a new way and with 
tne aid of modern methods. Thus, we will distinguish between two kinds of equipment: 
mi “haracter 
--equinment ; 11 character 
re ‘7 yne equipment shouid permit our country to achieve its economi 
velop its international trade, I would like to give thi 
: . Th t 
--repula? muiications between Europe and Africa across the Straits of Gibraltar, 
whict ranstorm the region, both from the econcmic as well as the social point 
of view 
--ir rdance wi the instructions of His Majesty the King the ministry wil! 
under’ake studte r the construction of a new port near the Straits of Gibraltar 


to develop North-South trade. 
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“-equipment for the Gharb plain involving conetruction of several dams, including 
the Mjara Dam, the M'dez Dam, the Ait Ayoub Dam, and the diversionary canal of 
Matmata. These should permit us to take care of the sugar needs of Morocco and to 
strengthen our independence in energy. 


-~-equipment of fishing ports in order to contribute to the development of this sector. 
Thus, as from next year work will be undertaken in this direction for the ports of 
Nador, Jorft Lasfar, and Agadir. 


Regarding social equipment, the ministry will reserve for itself an important role 
in these activities in the coming years. This will be done in order to improve the 
Living condition of our citizens, to reduce regional disparities, and to open up 
isolated areas. 


Roads 


In terms of the road network the Ministry will take action in all regions of the 
Kingdom for the maintenance of the national road system. In order to develop regional 
commerce, the ministry, in collaboration with local authorities, will construct new 
roads to serve regional needs. To that end the ministry will provide the necessary 
technical assistance, will do the planning work, and will provide the construction 
equipment. The local governmern” entities will provide the labor and the materials. 


Ports 


In terms of the ports, the effort to develop ports of a regi:. 1 character will be 
continued, One might mention the construction of the port of Ras Kabdana; the reno- 
vation of the ports of M'diq, Jebha, Al Hoceima; and the provision of equipment to 
the ports of Nador, Safi, Agadir, Tantan, and Tarfay . A contract has been entered 
into for the construction of the port of Laayoune, and contracts for work at the 
ports of Sidi Ifni, Boujdour, and Dakhla are being prepared. As we may note, these 
ports will contrioute to the economic growth of several regions of the Kingdom. 


Drinking Water 


Regarding research on water matters, an important program will be undertaken and 
substantial human and material resources will be provided for its implementation. 


Furthermore, the ministry will undertake the construction of two important dams which 
will provide drinking water for the cities of Nador and Safi. A large dam to pro- 
vide drinking water and to produce electrical energy will be constructed in the region 
of Al Hoceima. For the dam at Ait Chouarit ou ... Qued Lakhdar, the plans have been 
completed, and the construction work should begin sh  t1 


The ministry will compensate the owners of the land which wiil be flooded, will 
reestablish communications on all roads cut as a result of the construction of dams. 


Mafor work will be undertaken ‘or the provision of drinking water to the largest 
cities of the Kingdom. 


For cities of lesser importance a substantial amount of money will be earmarked in 
the next 2 years to assure their supply of drinking water. 


87 

















In the rural sector the ministry will undertake the drilling of wells at the request! 
of local authorities, in the framework of che program of the "World Decade for 
Drinking Water" (1401-1410) [dates given in terms of che Muslim calendar!|. Thess 


different 


drinking water by the end of this decade. 

National Development 

Special attention will be given to the national development services to allow then 

to continue the important work done in the course of the last tew years. Strengthen: 
ing these services will give them all the resources necessary for national developme: 
so that they can play an important role in economic development, particularly in t 
of reduction of unemployment and assistance to other services within the minist 

This work at the regional and local level takes the form of construction roads, 
jrilling of wells, reforestation for the protection of watersheds, and construction 
of a social character, including building mosques and mes. Further, His Maies 
King Hassan [I has given instructions for the program of national development ¢t: 
contribute to the opportunities for youth and its inclusion in national life. 

All the projects whi I have just mentioned are the which our ministry plans to 
carry out in the « Tse I 11S Tirst year in tie th cen ’ iftter ft ie Hegira ; 

517¢ 
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actions should make it possible to assure every citizen of his suppiy of 








MOROCCO 


BOUABID ON SAHARAN QUESTION 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 7 Dec 80 p 3 


[Interview with Maati Bouabid, prime minister and minister of justice, in early 
December in Paris, name of interviewer not given] 


[Text] (Maghreb-Arab Press Agency)--During his visit to 
Paris where he presided on 1 and 2 December, on behalf of 
his Majesty King Hassan II over the "International Seminar 
on Al-Qods" organized by the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, Maati Bouabid, prime minister and minister of 
justice, gave an interview to the new African daily appear- 
ing in Paris, LE CONTINENT. 


In this interview, published Friday, Maati Bouabid reaf- 
firms Morocco's position on the current tension in north- 


west Africa. 


Returning to the subject of the just cause of the Moroccan 
people, the prime minister and minister of justice stresses 
that "Morocco will do everything possible to establish 
peace and avoid a fratricidal war" and that "Africa reali- 
zes this is not a limited conflict.” 


Herewith is the full next of this i:terview: 


[Question] Mr Prime Minister, there are many rumors and speculations circulating 
now about the possibility of peace for the Sahara. Even the idea of a referendum 
has been advanced. What is Morocco's official position? 


[Answer] Morocco has never hidden the fact that the northwest African conflict is 
a conflict between Morocco and Algeria. We have maintained and cortinue to main- 
tain that POLISARIO is nothing but an armed group trained by Algeriz, assisted by 
rear bases in Algerian territory. Without the help of this country, which has 
always wantec, by amy means, to create a national awareness, POLISARIO would not 
exist. Secondly, in order to resolve the conflict, Morocco has always held the 
hand [of friendship] out to the main interested parties, that is to say, to 
Algeria. Up until recently, nothing pointed to any kind of rapprochement between 
Algeria and Morocco. Recently, there have been events which we consider impor- 
tant: the latest stateme: .%f President Chadli Bendjedid before the General Union 
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ot Algerian Workers |UCTA), and the position taken on the radio program, "The 
People's Maghreb," which took up the ideas explained by His Majesty the King, in 
opening Parliament, on the Rabat-Algiers axis. This latter should be strengthened 
and assume its rightful place in international relations. Coming from a radio 
station that has been unceasingly critical of Morocco, this is a sign. 


[Question] Is the idea of a referendum still alive? I am speaking theoretically, 
as, in its implementation, it would seem very difficult. 


[Answer] I do not have any ideas to express on that subject, but I do have th 
impression that our Algerian brothers are favorably disposed. From all that [ can 
deduce that there is an interesting heightening of awareness which will make it 
possible for us to break the impasse. 


[Question] A certain attitude of increasing toughness by the political parties 
in Morocco has been noted in the face of what they are calling the "pacifist" 
Stance of the government. How do you interpret this? 


[Answer] Of which parties are you speaking’ 


(\Question} I am thinking of the Istiqlal Party and the USFP [Socialist Union of 
Popular Forces]. 
[Answer] I do not have this impression. The army is carrying out its responsi- 
bility by defending our territorial integrity. Perhaps, at the diplomatic level, 
one could find some fault. The army, since the creation of the "Ouhoud" groups, 
is in complete control of the terrain. As for our ‘pacifism," I do not try to 
hide Morocco's preference for a peaceful solution. If we can avoid war, with its 
toll of blood and tears, then of course... 


.Question; The Moroccan press makes much of certain economic problems. Morocco, 
it seems, would put the blame on the effects of the Sahara war, but are there 
other reasons? 


[Answer] Economic crisis is presently wreaking its damages throughout the entir 
world. Unemployment and inflation are sparing neither the western countries nor 


those in the east. The most significant example--and your journal reflects this-- 
is the case cf Poland. The interdependence of economic problems is such that no 
one is spared. We 2 going through a difficult period, naturally, but our 
government sing a series of measures which should strangle inflation. 
[Question}| The National Union of Moroccan Students has recently withdrawn from 
the Coiloquium of Ifrane and criticized the laxity and delays ot the government. 
Answer ‘ertainly the students have their point of view, they are leaders in the 
national ‘ dis Majesty the King has just presiced over a national commission 
for + tion, commission responsible in fact for defining the profile of the 
Mor ) studenc of the year 20090. We are aware of the problems which education 
poses. We are studying them in depth, we attach extreme importance to youth, 

oth the youth of today and that of tomorrow too. 
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[Question] There is also talk that the opposition parties may eventually partici- 
pace in the government, following a ministerial shake-up. 


[Answer] 1 read the press, the news, like everyone else, but there is always plen- 
ty of speculation. The changing of a ministerial team is not in itself a problem. 
His Majesty the King decides on a policy and on people who are able to implement 
that policy. 


[Question] I return to the question which preoccupies all Moroccans: Are you 
confident about the Western Sahara problem’ 


[Answer] I chink that what is imyortanct is not to be overwhelmed by events. We 
are cognizant of the justice of our cause, we are trying to explain it, to make 

it understood by our friends, but also by our enemies. Certain African countries 
are beginning to understand that we are not dealing with a limited problem, but 
rather with the consequences of a destabilization which is influencing the entire 
region. The implications of the conflict are striking Morocco today, but tomorrow 
will assuredly hit Mali, Niger, Gambia, and even Algeria. We remain calm, but we 
will defend our cause to the limic. 


9516 
CSO: 4400 


91 








MOROCCO 


PRIVILEGED RELATIONS BETWEEN MOROCCO-USSR 
Rabat L'OPTNION in F.iench 7 Dec 80 p 2 
[Article by Mustafe Nassiri} 


[Text] Moroceo and the USSR have recently signed an important contract relating 
to prespecting for the phosphate deposite in Meskala. 


“nis contract, one of a series of accords reached between the two count:‘es, 
filustrates the spirit which has always reigned in Moroccan-Soviet relations 
which, over the years, have clearly developed on the basis of mutually advanta- 
geous cooperation. 


This contract for exploitation of the Meskala phosphate deposits is in fact a part 
of the framework of accords including such important ones as the fishing agreement 
or those providing for the delivery of citrus frufte and other Moroccan products 
te the Soviet Union. 


Relations between Morocco and the Soviet Union, which incidentally go back a long 
ways, are continually improving in the interests of both countries. The USSR 
holde a special place with Morocco, which has diversified and increased these 
exchanges. 


Our country provides the Soviet internal carket principally with agriculiturai pro- 
ducts and phosphates. The USSR contributes to the development of Moroccan agri- 
culture and agro-industry. Thie friendly country, with which Morocco cooperates 
on « solid and we!!-founced basis, remaine «a privileged partner able to partici- 

, ‘> « good'y sumber of development projects. 


The mobilization and exploitation of Morocco'’s national wealth, to which the USSR 
contributes, is illustrated by the series of important accords which our country 
hae signed with the Soviet Union and which stretch out over long period: 


Morecco concluded its @ost important commercial accords with the USSR in 1975 

The present contract, covering the prospecting of the Meskala phosphate deposits, 
which implements the above-mentioned accords, is testimony to the consistency of 

our policy with respect to our partners. It is proof of the determination on the 
Moroccan side, at the same time, to diversify ite trade, and to maintain within a 
stable framework the relations which, over the years, it has established with the 
outside world. 
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BREZHNEV'S PERSIAN GULF PROPOSAL 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 13 Dec 80 p 10 
{[Ar.icle by Ahmed £1 Fadili) 


[Text] The proposal made Wednesday in New Delhi by the head of the soviet state 
and party before the Indian Parliament, calling for the reaching of an inter- 
national accord on the security, or, gore precisely, the “neutralization” of the 
Gulf region, has hit like a bombshell. 


More perhape that Brezhnev's promise the day before to recall his troops operating 
in Afghanistan "if the U.S. and Pakistan abstained from intervening in Afghan 
internal affairs, his “peace plan” for the Gulf hase aroused the gost excited and 
contradictory reactions both in Washington and also Brussels (NATO), Kuwait, 
Tehran, Cairo, etc... 


The Soviet plan, which according to Mr Brezhnev would involve the United States, 
the other Western »owers, China, Japan, and “all states concerned,” recommends 
among other things: 


~-Not operating foreign military bases in the Gulf and in the islands of the 
region, and not installing nuclear arms or other weapons of mass extermination. 


--Not using force or threats against the countries of the region and not interfer- 
ing in their internal affairs. 


~-Respecting the nonaligned status of the states of the region and not enlisting 
them in military groupings in which the nuclear powers participate. 


~-Respecting the sovereign right of states in this region over their natural 
resources. 


--Not creating obstacles or threats to commercial trade and the utilization of 
maritime communication routes which link this region to other countries in the 
world. 


If, at first glance, they seem reasonable and in accordance with the fundamental 
interests and deep aspirations of the peoples of the region for peace, stability, 
and progress, these proposals should all the same be examined in depth and calmly, 
and fitted into the international context in which they originated. 

















Let ue note, in fact, and right away, that this plan corresponds, in ita broad 
lines to that proposed several months ago by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in 
the context of hie proposed inter-Arab charter. The difference is that the Iraq! 
proposal] concerned the whole of the Ara naation whereas Mr Breshnev's is reatcic- 
tive and applies oniy to the Gulf regiun. But this difference becomes blurred 
when we bring to mind thie fundamental truth: chat in thie day and age this kind 
Of geographic delimitation no longer makes sense and what is happening in the 
most isolated spot on the planet can have serious repercussions on far distant 
countries with apparently no connection to the spot in question. 


Another difference: whereas the Iraqi plan only concerna Arab countries and thus 
can be ratified and guaranteed only by the governments of these countries, the 
Soviet proposal by contrast would include not only the countries of the region 
but also all powers of any influence in the world. Which is, let ua acknowledge 
it, an additional guarantee of both che effectiveness and the viability of such 
an accord if it were concluded, 


Thus, just as we have forcefuliy and vigorously supported the proposed inter-Arab 
charter of Saddam |.usesein, basically because it called for the “neutralization” of 
the Arab world by distancing it from the rivalry of the super-powers, we can only 
applaud the proposals of the Soviet leader to the extent that, as a high Kuwaiti 
official has underlined, they tend “to protect the Gulf and the Indian Ocean 
from international rivalry and from the presence of any foreign military base. 
But, if one looks a little more closely, me concludes--as emphasized above-- 
thet the circumstances in which these proposals have been made are by themselves 
sufficient to preclude any complacent optimian. 


Firet of all, the fact that there remakra were made in New Delhi--seven years 
after Mr Brezhnev's firet visit to India--could be interpreted as an attempt on 
the part of Moscow to calm the apprehensions of the Indian Government regarding 
the fucure evolution of the Afghan question and its possible fall-out on India; 
next, it could appear as a maneuver aimed at leading Mrs Gandhi's India--formerly 
allied with Moscow--back to the Soviet bosom to make a dent in the growing 
hostility of the countries of the region and especially of Pakistan and China 

to Moscow's Asia policy. 


In the second place, these proposals are aade at a time when the Afghan crisis is 
still unresolved, when anxiety--whether well-founded or not--is becoming more 

and more persistent vith regard to « possible Soviet invasion of Poland, when the 
Tract-Trantan war continues to rage, when a conflict between Syria and Jordan was 
avo.ced in the nick of time, and when, above all, 4 new governing team has just 
been elected in the United States, «a team known to be scarcely disposed to con- 
ciliation with the USSR on a number of problems and, in particular, on those 
‘treccly affecting the Gulf region... 


Ali of these factors which should not be swept aside, or lease us indifferent. 

and witch, in the final analysis, even if looking at the spirit of the proposais 
can arouse only optimism, must not for all that make us forget the deep antagonism 
which has existed for 63 years between the USSR and the United States and which 
could weil be at the origin of such honeyed and comforting words, especially when 
they concern as sensitive and explosive a region as the Gulf. 
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SPANISH PRESIDENT VISITS MOROCCAN COLONIES OF SEBTA, MELLILIA 


Rabat L'OPINION in French 7 Dec pp 1-2 
[Editorial by Mohamed Idrissi Kaitouni) 


[Text] The president of the Spanish Government has just made a two-day visit to 
two occupied Moroccan cities: Sebta and Mellilia. 


It is not our intention to discourse on the juridical and historical arguments 
which demonstrate in an irrefutable fashion the Moroccan character of these two 
cities which remain under colonial occupation, for their Moroccanness is recog- 
nized by the international community as a whole, and no one--except for those who 
ineist on trying to turn back history--denies that these two cities are Moroccan 
and should be freed from the colonial yoke in order to be re-integrated with the 
motherland. 





The question posed is thus what were the reasons for thie visit, which observers 
judged inopportune and a gratuitous provocation. 


It is evident that political calculations and electoral designs motivated the de- 
cision of the Spanish prime minister to go to Sebta and Mellilia. But for all 
that, did he calculate the gravity of suc, an action and its repercussions on 
the friendly relations which the two neigh»oring countries are trying to establish 
in the interests of peace in the region «se of bilateral cooperation? Mr Suarez 
ie hardly unaware of the fact that the ™» occan people, who made the most epochal 
Green March in contemporary history, have wver renounced (their claim to] the 
Moroccanness of Sebta and Mellilia and their recovery. Morocco, which has always 
supported the peaceful solution of international differences, has on numerous 
occasions reiterated the Moroccan character of these two cities and invited Spain 
to engage in direct talks leading to their decoionization and re-attachment to 
Morocco. 


The occupation of Sebta and Mellilia was considered by Morocco as an after-«ffect 
of the colonial era which should disappear with the advent of democracy in Spain. 
The return of these two Moroccan cities was inscribed in the program for the pro- 
cess of liberation undertaken to consolidate our territorial unity, and on this 
point the Moroccan people are unanimous and categorical, for in matters of terri- 
torial integrity and national sovereignty there can be no question of making any 
concessions. 
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the fact that Morocee has opted for dialogue does not mean that it has abjured ita 
rights of accepts seeing 4 part of its national soil remain under foreign occupa 
tion, 


Juat as the Spanish people are attached to the Spaniteshnese of Bigraltar and demand 
ice liberation, a the Moroccan people are determined to recove: cthetr ewo plun- 
dered cities in order to put the past behind them and open up new perspectives in 
Moroccan=Spanish cooperation. 


Our two countries which control the access route to the Mediterranean and which 
will be called in the near future to serve a8 a linkage point between Africa and 
Europe, by virtue of the fixed link that will be established across the Strait of 
Gibraltar, are inevitably forced to reach underatanding and to live in a climate 
of neighborliness, amity, and mutual respect. 


For this, they must settle all the differences still pending, and especially those 
inherited from the colonial epoch and in the first place the occupation of Sebta 
and Melililia, 


It is thus the duty of the Spanish Government to take no action of 4 nature to 
upset the good relations between the two countries and to avoid any atep which 
could create a climate of tension in the region and compromise the future of 
Moroccan-Spanish amity. 


Also, the visit of the chief of the Spanish Government to Sebta and Mellilia is 
nothing but 4 provocation and an act prejudicial te the amity which links our 
two countries. But in any case, this visit will in no way alter the position of 
the Moroccan people or the historical facts and our indefeasible rights over our 
two usurped cities. 


Sebca and Mellilia are two Moroccan cities and they will remain so, and it is in 
the interest of both the Moroccan and Spanish peoples to settle thie difference in 
a spirit of understanding and sincerity, for after all the return of these two 
cities to the motherland is inevitable. 
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EDITORIAL ON TINDOUF VISITS BY FOREIGN DIGNITARIES 
Casablanca AL BAYANE in French 13 Dee 80 p | 
[Editorial: "A Significant Sympathy") 


[Text] The “pilgrimages” to Algiers and Tindouf continue one after another, 
ae well as the incongruous arguments in support of the anti-Moroccan view. 
But their authors are no longer the same ... 


Recently, it was a delegation of the French RPR [Rally for the Republic) 
which met with a "SDAR (Saharan Democratic Arab Republic) minister." The 
delegation was alec eager to recall that since 1975 Mr Jacques Chirac, who 
was prime minister at the time, had stated that he was in favor of "the 
self-determination of the Saharan people." 


Ae for Mr Andrew Young, the eternal traveling salesman for American diplomacy 
and a close associate of outgoing President Jimmy Carter, he was anxious 

to affirm that the establishment of a "Saharan state" would be “a factor 

of peace and stability in the region." 


These are significant positions, since they are certainly evidence of the 
interest which certain forces have in the emergence of an artificial entity, 
a very obvious prey for imperialist appetites. 





For whatever anyone may say, neither Mr Young nor the RPR, no more than 
the Spanish UCD [Democratic Center Union] or Mr Solarz, are the representa- 
tives of progressive ideas or forces . 


We must therefore wonder about the sympathy--which is not so recent as some 
would have others believe--that these ciicles have for the mercenaries of 

the POLISARIO Front. Actually, these questionab’. coovergences definitely 
confirm the well-founded nature of the view which endeavors to demonstrate 
that, beyond cursory stereotypes and cliches, the Moroccan people's struggle 
to recover and subsequently to preserve their territorial integrity runs 
counter to the long-term interests of international reactionary and imperialist 
sectors. 
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Le te legitimately conceivable that imperitaliam actually needs a focus of 
tension in the Maghreb, permitting it to take action on behalf of either 

side, to prevent the achievement of Maghrebian unity and to divert the peoples 
of that region from the principal fight againat the cunning and dangerous 
enemy. 


Obviously, the mobilization of these important representatives in support 
of the POLISARLO Front-ewhich Mr Young (an expert in this area?) generously 
describes as a “nations) liberation movement"=-ia in keeping with such a 
political objective as much as economic expectations (establishing a mini 
phosaphate-mining atate in the service of multinational corporations opposed 
to Morocco), 


There is no need to remind anyone, therefore, that these significant demon- 
atrations strengthen our determination to defend our territorial integrity 
and reunification at all costs. 


Other Maghrebian forces should understand once and for all that they are 

playing the game of the common enemy by persisting in refusing to acknowledge 
the validity and correctness of the recovery by our country and by our people 
of their provinces which were formerly separated and plundered by colonialian. 
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TRANSPORTATION WORKERS STRIKE TO PROTEST UMT ACTION 
Casablanca LIBERATION in French 12-18 Dee 80 p 7 


(Text] More than 3,400 RATC [Casablanca Independent Transport System) 
Casablanca Independent Transportation System) workers went on strike on 
Thursday morning, |! December 1980, to protest the cowardly attack on the 
militant Moulay Idries Aagaf. in point of fact, the latter, a member of 
the trade union executive committee and a workers’ representative, was 
savagely attacked inside the administration building on Wednesday evening 
while in the process of going to pick up 4 summons to appear before the 
disciplinary council. This attempted assassination was carried out by a 
fascist gang prompted by the UMT's [Moroccen Labor Union) bureaucratic 
apparatus and supported by the RATC's central administration. 


That criminal act is part of a terrorist campaign launched by the UMT to 
force RATC workers to go on a so-called strike in “sympathy” with railroad 
workers. But faced with the determination of the workers, the bureaucratic 
apparatus resorted to this fascist method to impose its unilateral arbitrary 
decisions. 


The gang attacked the militant Moulay Idriss, inflicting serious abdominal 
injuries, after which he was hospitalized in a Casablanca clinic. News 

of this attack was received with indignation by all RATC workers ana CDT 
[Democratic Labor Confederation] militants and has resulted in a protest 
strike, after which local authorities and the RATC administration have pledged 
to bring the criminals to justice, to repeal the arbitrary decisions concerning 
dismissals and suspensions, to respect trade union li! ‘ties and to open a 
responsible dialog concerning the list of demands of . workers a8 soon 

as possible. Trade union officials have also declare. at the workers 

will continue their strike if these promises a:e not Lept within a 48-hour 
period. Finally, the executive committee has se. a telegram of protest 

to the respective authorities. 
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BRLEFS 


ARREST OF OPPOSITION LEADER~~-Abderratman Benameur, a member of the USFP 
[Soctalist Union of Popular Forces) National Administrative Committee, 
regional secretary of Rabat-Sale, a member of the National Office of the 
Moroccan Human Rights Association, former bar association president and 

a member of the Rabat Municipal Council, was arrested in his office on Wed- 
neaday, 10 December. At the time of this writing, no explanation has been 
given concerning thie arrest. Neither administrative nor legal authorities 
have stated the reason for this action, which has created a climate of dis- 
content among USFP militants and the attorneys’ organization to which Comrade 
Renameur belongs. We vigorously protest thie arrest, particularly since it 
has occurred at a time when the entire world is celebrating international 
Human Rights Day. [Text] [Casablanca LIBERATION in French 12-18 Dec 80 p ij) 
11915 


CSO: 4400 








SYRIA 


BA'TH OFFICIAL EXPLAINS MERGER WITH LIBYA 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 8 Oct 80 p 21 


[Interview With Ba'th Party National Command Member Muhammad Haydar 
by Khalil al-Taqi) 


[Text) On 10 September, the political commands of Syria and Libya announced a 
historic decision to unify the two countries in all respects and to establish a 
single estate with a single leadership and executive authority. The resolution 
said that the leaders of both countries would meet within a month from that date 
to draw up the executive decisions and measures for the merger. 


The union poses several questions as to the form of the single state, ite name, 
capital, army, the future of existing forces in both Syria and Libya, and the 
union's relations with other states and forces in light of present relations 
Between both these countries and these other states and forces. 


AL-QABAS presented 15 questions to Syrian Ba'th Party National Command Member 
Muhammad Haydar, chief of the foreign relations office, who in more than one 
previous cabinet had held the post of deputy prime minister for economic affairs. 
The following dialog took place. 


[Question] The Syrian system of government is a parliamentary presidency, while 
there are popular committees in Libya. How can the two systems be reconciled? 


{Answer} During the unification meeting held by Syria and Libya, there were some 
basic facts with which this meeting started and which were finally agreed on. 

by @ontiouing aod clarifying these facts, this question and many others can be 
ansvered. 


The first basic fact with which this meeting began was unifying the Syrian and 
Libyan political leaderships into a single political command which will be re- 
quired co lead this unified state in specific directions--a democratic orientation, 
a socialist orientation, a struggling orientation (in the sense of being a militant 
union), and a progressive orientation in the international policy context, in the 
sense of being oriented towards the people's camp, towards the establishment of 
advanced relations with the states of the Socialist camp, and towards a greater 
role among the non-aligned nations and the Third World. 
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These democratic and socialist orientations huve domestic manifestations-- 
manifescacions which exist now and are the legacy of being separate countries. 
By these I mean the way democracy ard the socialist transformation have been 
applied in Libya and in Syria; the methodology of this application may not 
coincide, buc it te orienced in the same direction. This political command 
has to study the applications in force in both Libya and Syria, and has to 
democratically unify these experiments as the unification of organizations in 
both countries progressce. 


In another sense, it is not poesible, and is not permissible, for us to begin 
from scratch in discussing che points of difference between these two experiments. 
What we have to look for now are the points of congruity. As for those points 
where there might be differences in details, thie is a task for the organizations 
of the union, which will have to deal with these difficulties as if they were 
difficulties within a single country. 


Therefore, I want to stress that any difficulties, or any differeing work methods 
in any existing organization in the separate countries, must not impose themselves 
on the unified state. Furthermore, these difficulties must not lead to our 
terminating the union because we are unable to overcome them. Rather, we, or 

more precisely, the unified political and constitutional organizations within 

the union, have to find all the ways of solving them. 


Of all the difficulties which we might mention, we can begin with the differences 
in how democracy is practiced. We in Syria practice democracy on the basis of 
constitutional organizations, popular organizations, and professional unions. 

In Libya, they practice democracy, and get the citizenry to participate in 
deciding their general affairs, through popular congresses and revolutionary 
committees. It has been agreed that these differing methods will continue in 
their present form in both countries, and that there will be dialog within the 
constitutional and political organizations of both countries to take measures 

to confirm the situation and experiment most suitable for each country. 


The Role of the Ba'th Party 
[Question] What will be the Ba'th Party's role in the new union? 


[Anewer}] This point has also been discussed and agreed on. It was decided that 
the revolutionary forces which brought about the union are the ones basically 
interested in the continuation of this union, and therefore these forces will 
always be responsible for protecting this uni. The revolutionary forces 

which brought about the union, or which adopted the resci.cton realizing this 
unity, are the Ba'th Party in Syria and the 1 September Revolution Command in 
Libya, which consists of the Revolution Command Council and the political and 
organizational frameworks which can be considered an extension of the Revolu- 
tion Command Council, such as the revolutionary committees and other bodies in 
Libya. 


Therefore, two political unification forces have come together. Creating and 
perpetuating the confluence and its role will serve to protect and develop 

the union. This is a lesson learned from previous unification experiments, 
because any union which is incompatible with the forces which created it weakens 
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itaelf from Day One. This is what happened with che 1958 United Arab Republic, 
for the untfon which was eactablished was incompatible with the forces which 
fashioned it. This fs noc the case now, for the union rests on the shoulders 

of the forces which made it, and these forces have to protect and strengthen it. 


The State Presidency 


[Qsestion] What will the presidency be like in the union, in which the people 
will have the power, as the historic Tripoli unity declaration stressed? 


{Anawer] The Libyan and Syrian political leaderships have now become a single 
policical leadership. Therefore, the single leadership is a collective one, 
which in the beginning stage will create the orgainzations needed to manage the 
state and to enable the citizens to express their wishes on this subject. At 
that time, the matter will be left up to the people, to practice their right to 
choose the president of the state and the higher state organizations in such a 
manner as to express themselves. 


As I see it now, in the first stage all the organizations will practice political 
leadership by themselves until they settle down and begin formlating the 
Organizational means for the people to play their role in choosing the authorities. 


At that time, in light of this agreed-upon method, the people will choose. But 

in any case, the Libyan and Syrian revolutionary forces, which as I have mentioned 
are represented by the Ba'th Party in Syria and the 1 September Revolution 

Command in Libya, will remain. This is the vital, instigating idea of the state-- 
its political and ideological concept. 


The Capital and the Army 
{Question} Where will the capital of the new union be located? 


{Answer} As far ag I know, they did not go into all these details because there 
wasn't enough tige, and because there was no real need for these details as long 
as it had been agreed that the supreme command of this state would decide this and 
other questions. 


[Question] What will the form and command of this union's army be? 


‘Anewer) There will be a single army, the shape to be determined by the organi- 
zation responsible for commanding it. This army, the army of the integrated, 
unified state, will be the concern of all the organizations. There wil) be a 
single economy, a single foreign policy, and a single educational policy; the 
union must be integrated and merged. 


{Question} Will the union permit the transfer of arms from Libya or combat units 
from Syria? 


[Answer] This army will have a single command which will administer it according 
to the need to protect the state and the country, as well as the need to ensure 
national well-being through national defense of the homeland. 
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Once thia state is established, there will be no such thing as the Libyan army or 
the Syrian army, or Libyan arms or Syrian arms. There will be the Arab army, 
unified in weapons, material, men and leadership. 


[Question] Will the name of the new union be the United Arab Republic, or the 
United Arab Jamahirfyah, or has another name been suggested? 


[Answer) As far as I know, this mactcer has not been discussed. It is not a 
matcer for disagreement in any case. 


[Question] What will happen to cooperation with the Soviets in the new union, 
especially since Syria signed a friendship and cooperation treaty with the Soviet 
Union? 


[Anawer] I have already mentioned that there will be a single foreign policy 
orftentation for both countries, as was agreed to in che Tripoli statement. The 
foreign policy orientation will be unified with respect to this matter. 


Once the union is established, there will be a single orientation in this respect, 
which, naturally, will take the direction of strengthening, consolidating and 
reinforcing relations with the socialist camp, with the friendly Soviet Union at 
the head of the list. 


The Union's Role in Africa 


[Question] It is well-known that Libya is providing Africa will military aid-- 
combatants, arms, and material. What will the Syrian role be? 


[Answer] There will be no Syrian role in Africa once the union is established, 
nor will there be a Libyan role. The new Arab state will have a unified role, 
to be drawn up by the pertinent leaders of the union according to the well-being 
of the Arab world and this state. 


Naturally, if the leaders of this state ask any military unit of the unified 
Arab army to fight anywhere in the world, it will do so. And if this state's 
leadership wants to undertake any activity anywhere in the world and chooses 
any soldier for this purpose, no matter where he was born in the union, this 
soldier will be at the disposal of the state leadership. No other party will 
be able to make such a decision except the state leadership itself. 


[Question] Libya is supporting Ethiopia, while Syria has firm relations with 
the Eritrean revolution. How can the two stands oe reconciled? 


[Answer] As we see it, there is no dispute here between us and our Libyan brothers. 
That is, we both support the Eritrean revolution, and, once the political con- 
ditions in Ethiopia are changed, we both want to strengthen the progressive 
situation in Ethiopia. We want to fnid the common denominators of Ethiopia 

and the Eritrean revolution, so that this two-decade-old problem can be solved 
peacefully in such a way that our Eritrean brothers can achieve their national 
identity and can totally cooperate with world progress, the progressive camp, 

and the popular camp. 
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We believe that che new political circumstances in Ethiopia have become conducive 
to finding such a solution. We are making every effort, on our part, for the 
sake of this solution. 


[Question] Can one find a peaceful solution which is not at the expense of the 
Eritrean revolution? 


[Answer] Yes, there can be a solution which is not at the expense of the Eritrean 
revolution. As soon as there is a just solution guaranteeing the Eritrean 
people's interest in achieving their national identity on the one hand and per- 
petrating the alliance with all the forces of the world-wide revolution against 
imperialism on the other hand, this will bring about the well-being of the 
Eritrean people. 


In any case, the current stands are separatist stands, since their parts are 
mutually contradictory in some respects. This will ala be solved through the 
union, because there will be a single source of all decision-making for the union. 
Ac that time, there will be no different stands between the parts of the state-— 
the stand will be one. 


[Question] Does that mean that the map of relations with world revolutionary 
movements will change? 


[Answer] I don't think that there are any contradictory international stands 
now, even with respect to liberation movements. I don't think that there is 
any major incompatibility. In the various components of these issues there 
might be some differences, but in general, men if we start with the separate 
stands now in existence, we find that we in Syria and our Libyan brothers are 
now almost in agreement in our general stands on international political issues 
and on relations with world liberation movements and the socialist countries. 


The Palestinian Revolution 


[Question] Syria strongly supports the Palestinian revolution and has firm 
relations with Fatah, while Libya disagrees with Fatah and supports the popular 
committees which have split from Fatah. 


[Answer] I believe that this issue between our Libyan brothers and Fatah has 
also been solved and has not reappeared. There was a small crisis, which in 
my estimation was solved. There was also an earlier crisis between Syria and 
the Palestinian resistance, even between Fatah itself and Syria. 


In the context of the coming together of Arab progressive forces, we feel that 
there is no room for permanent hostilities or explosions. Some small disputes 
might occur, but the will of the Arab nation, especially these progressive 

forces, to stand fast can overcome ali sensitivities. I believe that current 
Libyan-Palestinian revolution relations are also good. This union will strengthen 
these relations between the union and the Palestinian revolution, as has been 
confirmed by the leaders of the Palestinian revolution itself. 


105 











The Steadfaatness Front 


(Question) Will the new union embrace the other parties to the national stead= 
fastneses front? 


lAnewer|) This new etate has declared from the start, from ite very birth, that 





it ie# open to all Arabs who accept ite principles and want to join it. Naturally, 


the Arabs most closely attached to thie state will be the ones most ready to 
reapond, and thie te aa it should be. 


Thia atate finvites all the steadfastness front parties, as well as all Arab 
countries, to join it. This estate ie not an axis on the Arab scene, nor is it 
a factor which will divide, cend or fragment the Arab world. Rather, it will 
be a nucleus for complete Arab unity, as resolved by the Tripoli charter. It 
will be a fe tor of cohesiveness, a factor which will strengthen and reinforce 
the unified Arab stand, starting from the ground floor--steadfastness in the 
face of the evemy, a desire for Liberation, and a will co build a future in 
which soc al juetice will prevail —a future in which economic and political 
oppression of all our Arab masses will be eliminated, ao that they can realize 
their identity and share in building Arab civilization. 


[Qrestfon) Were Syrian-Iraqi relations discussed at the Tripoli meetings? 


\Anewer) Not as far as . know. I think the Tripoli meetings dealt specifically 
with establishing the union, not with discussing relations between either part 
of this state and other countries. 








SYRLA 


DECENTRALIZATION OF CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 7 Nov 80 p 3 
[Article by Elyas Khuri) 


(Text) There ie a trend in most modern administrations in the world toward 
adopting a new syetem of administration. This system is based on reducing, as 
mich as possible, centralized authority; that is, not Limiting this authority to 
one body - the cabinet, or one area ~ the capital. This is based on several bases 
and principles confirmed by experience, which estate that such centralization of 
authority sometimes reflects in a negative way on the administration, project 
implementation and respond to the citizens’ needs in other cities and areas. In 
Most cases, bureaucracy spreads and relations between the central and local 
administrations become so routine as to obstruct work and the provision of citizen 
demands and the solutions to their problems. For example, a branch administration 
cannot decide or implement anything related to any project before contacting the 
central administration and getting ite approval--if it approves. 


This shows us the importance of the new measures taken by the prime minister and 
which stipulate the transfer of certain cabinet functions to local authorities in 
governorates; that is, to governors. These measures also transfer all respon- 
sibilities for economic, foreign trade, education, services and all other citizen- 
related mattere to these local administrative units. This only leaves central 
authorities with the responsibilities of supervision of planning, legislation, 
organizacion, development and the execution of big projects which the administra- 
tive units cannot handle. 


ve ace hoc exaggerating when we say that these are some of the most important 
measures that this leadership has taken for this country during the past phase, 
espectally after the 7th National Party conference. These measures strengthened 
the bases of the national democratic regime and developed the role of locel 
counctis and branch administrations, as well as facilitating projects, responding 
to the citizene’ needs and developing their realities. 


Of course, this new experiment ie not a simple one; it needs great efforts, 
qualified personnel, flexibility in work and ability to organize and implement. 
When these conditions are available, the realization of the principle of trans- 
ferring central authorities to the governors and administrative units will 
subatantially help push our country's developmental operation forward. 
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SYRLA 


ALEPPO TO GET MORE WATER FROM EUPHRATES RIVER 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 19 Nov 80 p 3 





[Article: “Third Project to Draw Euphrates Water to Aleppo; Project Studies 
Based on Population Growth Projections") 


{Text} The third project to draw Euphrates River water to Aleppo ise one of the 
vital and enormous projects being implemented in our country in view of ite impor- 
tance to the second largest city in the country and in view of the volume of its 
works and costs. According to the preliminary estimates, these costs amount to 
%7 million Syrian pounds. It suffices to know that the current project will sup- 
ply the city of Aleppo and the villages along ite course with 220,000 cubic meters 
of water daily, i.e. 40,000 cubic meters more than what the city gete from the 

two previous projects. 


This project has come ae the result of numerous etudies based on the population 
growth projects and the expectations of construction and industrial expansion in 
the city and ite suburbs. The project aleo takes into consideration supplying 
sufficient quantities of water to the industrial zones and installations, to the 
nearby suburbs and to the villages located near the project's canal until the year 
1995. 


Because of the importance, the project has received attention from all the officials 
and from the higher authorities. A supervision and followup committee has been 
formed for the project under the chairmanship of the governor and with the director 
of the Water Authority, the director of housing and the director of technical 
affairs at the Water Authority as members. This committee has been given adequate 
powers to expedite implementation of the project and to overcome all the obstacles 
facing ite completion. Moreover, the necessary financing has been secured from 

the surplus realized by the Aleppo Water Auchority and from the Public Debt Fund. 
The remaining part has been secured in the form of ‘ans from international funds. 
The date 1 February 1978 has been considered the starting point for the implemen- 
tation of this project which is to be completed at the beginning of 1982 and to go 
into operation in the same year. 


Studies 


In view of the vastness and importance of the project, international establishments 
have conducted the technical and economic studies to select the best and ideal 
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solution (sic) for the project. As for the detailed studies, they are conducted by 
the Aleppo Public Water Authority in participation with a number of professors frow 
Aleppo University and with only two foreign experts. 


Project Description 


Water will be pumped from the Euphrates River by the groupe of pumps inatalled in 
the main drawing plant [on the Euphrates] through pipes to the nearby water treat- 
ment plant where the water undergoes initial treatment with (aluminum sulphates), 
chlorine and lime. The water is treated initially by being passed through rapid 
sand filters. It is then pumpted by the groups of pumpe inetalled in the treat~ 
ment plant through 4 pipeline to the top of the draw canal consisting of cement 
pipes and siphons through which the water passes by gravitation to the purification 
plant in Aleppo where the water is treated for a second time in the same way it is 
treated in the initial treatment plant. It is then treated with chlorine again 
and purified by having nitrogen gas passed through it. The water is then pumped 
by the pumpe existing in the purification plant to the main storage tanks and 
propulsion [al-daf'| lines and from there to the high storage tanke and balance 
lines to secure water for the city's elevated areas. The water then flows into 
the city's main distribution line which extends along the main streets and then to 
the pipes that carry water to the houses around the network. 


Project Sections and Completion Rate 


1. Pumping plante: These include the pumps on the gain drawing point and in the 
second and third water treatment plante. 


Insofar as the equipment in the gain intake point on the Euphrates River is con- 
cerned, thie equipment is comprised of three groups of pumps with a daily pumping 
capacity of 220,000 cubic meters. These groups were installed in the designated 
site and tested by the end of 1979. 


As for the second plant--the purification plan located near the gain intake point 
on the Euphrates River--a contract for ite civil works, including a hall for the 
plant's engines and their attachments, hae been awarded to a local contractor wx 
has already starced his work and who is to complete it at the outset of 1981. A 
contrac’ has also been concluded with a foreign firms to supply and install the 
equipment in 16 months, beginning with the firet half of 1980. This equipment in- 
cludes pumps and generators adequate to pump 220,000 cubic meters daily. The third 
sient ts ve purtfleation plant in Aleppo. The plant's civil works have been en- 
trusted to the Military Housing Authority which has started the work that is ex- 
pected to be completed at the beginning of 1981. This work includes a hall for 

the engines end their attachments. A contract has been concluded with a ‘oreign 
fiem to supply and inetall the equipment, consisting of pumps and generators with 
the capacity te putp 130,000 cubic seters daily, in a period of 16 sonths beginning 
wit  ‘irec balf of 1980. This work is expected to be completed in 1981. 


2. Treacment [purification] plants: The civil works for these plants include the 
conetruction of the filters and the sedimentation basins in the second plant on 

the Euphrates River and the filtration and purification installations in tne third 
plant in Aleppo. Work is currently underway to prepare the main dossier for these 














works after agreement with the company supplyiag che equipment [eic]). The arrange- 
mente for concluding the contract concerning these works with the Military Housing 
Authority have been made. The supervision committee has empowered the Water Autho- 
rity to conclude the said contract, 


Ae for the equipment, 4 contract hase been concluded with a French firm to supply 
and inetall filtration, sedimentation and chemical purification equipment. The 
firm was given the inetructions to start the work, which will take 20 months, last 
November. 


3. Propulsion [aledaf') lines: These consist of metal pipes with diameters rang- 
ing from 1,000 to 1,250 millimeters. These pipes are to be installed in stages 
between the following sections: The intake point and the treatment plant, between 
the treatment plant and the top of the canal and between the purification plant 
and the ground reservoirs. 


Between intake point and top of canal: The distance between the intake point and 
top of the canal, passing through the treatment plant, is 21.5 kilometers. A con- 
tract for supplying the necessary metal piping has been concluded and the piping 
has been supplied. A contract was also concluded for the excavation and inetalla- 
tion works covering a 12.5 kilometer part of the pipeline on 13 March 1980. This 
part is expected to be completed by the end of this year. 





A contract for the remaining part of 9 kilometers will be concluded later. An old 
pipeline with a length of 7 kilometers and a diameter of 1,000 millimeters has 
also been replaced. 


The propulsion lines between the purification plant and the ground reservoirs with 
a length of 8 kilometers: A contract for the excavation and installation works 
has been concluded. The work has started on 14 October 1980 and is to last six 
months. A contract has also been concluded with a foreign firm to supply the 
metal piping needed. 


4. Draw canal: This section calis for the construction of a 76 kilometer long 
canal with reinforced cement, 12.5 kilometers of which consist of siphons with a 
pressure of 4.5 kilograms per equare centimeter. The canal's diameter amounts to 
2,000 millimeters and the canal has various depths ranging from 3-16 meters and 
allows the free flow of water. 


To construct this canal, an international invitation for bids was advertised and 
the contract was finally accorded to the Military Housing Authority. A contract 
was concluded with this authority on 10 April 19/9 to complete the work in 32 
months. 


To carry out this contract, the Military Housing Organization imported a special 
plant for the production of prefabricated piping. The plant was constructed and 
went into operation on 27 August 1980. 


The plant is proceeding well and the piping produced by the plant is installed 
in the excavated sections. It is expected that the canal will be completed on 
schedule in the last month of 1981. 
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5. Dietribucion network: The network consiete of metal pipes with diameters rang- 
ing from 60-600 millimeters to convey water to the new development areas in the 
city according to the city's expansion, 


A contract to supply the piping necessary for the network has been concluded and 
the necessary excavation works have been awarded to local contractors. The firet 
part of the project has been completed. Work on the second part has etarted and 
will last one year, ending in 198l--keeping in mind that the network's construction 
ie periodic and is carried out in response to the citizens’ requests and according 
to the constant construction development. 


6. Reservoirs: This work calle for the construction of four ground reservoirs 
with a total capacity of 300,000 cubic meters, including one reservoir in al- 
Haydariyeah area and three reservoire in the university area. This is in addition 
to an overhead reservoirs with a capacity of 600 cubic meters to supply water to 
the elevated areas. 


7. Command center: It consiete of electric cutoff centers in the treatment and 
purification plants, an automatic control center in Aleppo and a telephone network 
that links all of the authority's sections. 


Work in the cutoff centers has been completed and the centers are now ready. Stu- 
dies are currently underway on offers to build the command center for the automa- 
tic control of water flow within the purification plant in Alenpo. 


8. Warehouses and workers’ housing: A warehouse has been built in the Aleppo 
purification plant for the storage of epareparts and chemicals. 


9. Technical consultation and training: The study to link the third project with 
the previous projects ie ready. This study was prepared by technical elements in 
the Aleppo Water Authority in cooperation with professors from Aleppo University 
and two foreign experts. Technical elements comprised of engineers and technical 
assistants have been trained by the firms supplying the equipment for the third 
project so that these engineers and assistants may take over their tasks of opera- 
ting this equipment. A number of chemists have been trained by the French (Lemo}) 
Establishment. 


10. Replacement of old equipment: This replacement has been required by the fact 
that the first project to draw the Euphrates River water started in 1955 and the 
fact that nearly 25 years have passed since the installation of the project's 
equipment, pumps and generators. This equipment has thus undergone a lot of re- 
pair and maintenance work and has become so old as to cause a drop in the pro- 
Sect's theoretical production capacity of 90,000 cubic meters daily. 


Observations on Progress Work 


From the information that we have been able to gather from the people in charge of 
the work, it has become evident to us that work in most parts of the project is 
proceeding according to the set plan and that the Water Authority is maintaining 
constant followup on the implementation in the hope that the project will be 
completed on echedule before the summer of 1982 so that the city may not face a 
water crisis. 


However, there are sections in the project where the work is moving slowly and 
where more manpower is needed to enable these sections to keep up pace with the 
other parts of the project so that the project may be completed on time. 
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